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MINUTES, Oc. 


Martis, 200 die Februarij 1785. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanors, preſented to the Houſe againſt 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Governor 
General of Bengal. 


T being propoſed, That Sir Elijah Impey ſhould be 
now called in, and examined, 
Reſolved, 
That Sir Elyah Impey be now called in, and that the 
Chairman do acquaint him, that it is poſſible a criminal 
inquiry may be inſtituted againſt him, for his extra- official 
nduct, and other tranſactions, during his reſidence in 
fndia ;——and that the circumſtance upon which he is to 
be examined, may probably be connected with the ſubject 
of ſuch an inquiry, 
Sir Elijah Impey was called in, and acquainted by the 
Chairman with the ſaid reſolution :—To which Sir Elijah 
* ſaid, | 
ir, I thank you for your information ;——but as I am 
conſcious of no guilt, and have nothing in my conduct 
which I wiſh to ſecrete, it will not have the leaſt influence 
upon me, to prevent my giving the fulleſt information to 
the committee upon the ſubject which is before them. 
* The witneſs was then aſked, 70d Fr 
Do you know a perſon called Suckut Ullah Cawn ; and 
_ what occaſion did you firſt become acquainted with 
im 
Il do not know that I ever knew a perſon of that name, 
but if I have any deſcription of his employment poſſibly 
1 may know him. 3 
B He 


93 


6s SIR ELIJAH IME x. 


He was Vackeet o=therwigemployed der the Nabob 
of Farruckabad. ; 0 

A Vackcel of the Nabob of Fadrabkabed I'aid: "Labtec 
but his name ] do not know, but I-poſſibly. might know 
his name-formerIy,—I do not now recolle& it. 

Upon what decaſion did yous know - lum, and when, 
and where? 

The oceafion of my knowing him I can ſpeak to, and 
where—but when ] do not recollect accurately. — The oc- 
cation was, he was introduced to me by Mr. Robert 
Bathurſt, at Calcutra, who repreſented to me that his prin- 
cipal, the Nabob of Farruckabad, was under great oppreſ- 
ſion from the Vizier's having taken poſſeſſion of the re- 
venue of his country, and he defired ze to introduce the 
Vackeel to Mr. Haſtings to tell his ſtory.— This 1 did; 
and, as I well remember, in the public audience room of 
the, Governor General. —— That was the occafion of my 
knowing him. 

Do you remember what was done in conſequence of that 
introduction? 

do not know that any thing was done in conſequence 
of that repreſentation, any more than that the Governor 
General received the Vackeel—I then interfered no more 
in the buſineſs. 

Did this happen before the ſending up an Engliſh refi- 
dent, or after? 

I do not know when the Engliſh refident was ſent up, 

Was it before Mr. Haſtings went to Benares? 

It was before Mr. Haſtings went to Benares, and I be- 
heve a long while before. 

Did you ſee that Vackeel at Benares or Chunar ? | 

Ido not recollea—I poſſibly might, —but I cannot tell 
whether I did or not. 

Did not Mr. Middleton make a remonſtrance, e af- 
ter the Treaty of Chunar, about ſending this man to eſta- 
bliſh and proclaim the independeney of bis maſter in the 
territory of Farruckabad ? 

When I was at Lucknow Mr. Middleton did wake ford 
remonſtrance; and at the fame time added, that the Nabob 
of Farruckabad was indebted I think to the amount of 
nine lacks of rupees to the Vizier, which he ſaid would 
be loſt to the Vizier if that meaſure was carried into exe- 
cution, This he deſired me to repreſent to Mr. Haſtings. 
I did and Mr. Haſtings ſaid, that he would take care 
that that money ſhould be ſecurcd to the Wiiero which 
1 informed Mr. Middleton. | 

What tteps did Mr. Haſtings take; in "conſcqnence of 
tTepreſentation from Mr. Middleton? 

Il do not know what he did. 


Whether 
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-- Whether che Vizier had not aſtually ſent Almas Ali 
Cawn, or ſome other ſequeſtrator, into the country, be- 
tween the ſigning: of the Treaty of Chunar, and the de- 
claring the independehce of the Nabob of Farruckabad ? 

I have heard Almas Ali Cawn was ſent—— but I know 
nothing of the fact. ——nor do I know whether it was be- 
tween the figning of the Treaty of Chunar, and ſuch a 
declaration, if ſuch declaration of the independence of the 
Nabob was made. : 

Have you not produced a letter to this committee, from 
Mr. Middleton to you, in which are theſe words; “ Suc- 
„ kut Ullah Cawn, inſtead of coming to me, has proceed- 
«© ed ſtrait to Farruckabad, where he has proclaimed his 
„ own commiſſion, and his maſter's — in 
«© terms not very reſpectful to the Vizier?“ 

I beg leave to refer to the letters I have produced; for L 
do not remember accurately their contents. 

Whether the Vizier did not, beſides the object of the 
debts, confider the removal of his people as an infringe- 
ment of an article in the treaty of + bon 

T never had any converſation with the V izier on the ſub- 
ject, and know nothing how he conſidered it. 

Did not Mr. Haſtings inſiſt on the Nabob V izier recall- 
ing Almas Ali Cawn from that country ? 

As well as I recolle&, I think he did. 

Upon what principle did he juftify that mandate ? 

I have not at this time any recolle&ion whether I have 
heard him juſtify it or not ;—lf he did, and I knew it, 
his reaſons are moſt probably contained in the letter I wrote 
to Mr. Middleton on that ſubject, and now before. the 
committee. 4 1 Me 
Are you ſure then, that any reaſon is aſſigned in your 
letter for Mr. Haſtings's perſeveting in thoſe orders? 

I I am by no means ſure. mo f | 
Whether you was not employed to ſolicit this buſineſs 
on the part of the Nabob, or of Mr. Middleton , 

Mr. Middleton defired me to make this reprefentation 
that repreſentation I made that was the whole of my 
„ - > {vs or ſoliciting. W „„ | 

Did not you in your letter ſay that you did all you could 
in that buſineſs ? id 2256004. 4: 

I poſſibly did —and I have told the committee all I 


N os 


"of could do. 


Whether you never heard Mr, Haſtings aſſign any rea- 

ſon for this percmptory reſolution ? ro Gon: 3113 11 

I do not recallect any further reaſon than his conſider- 

ing it as done in contravention of his orders. - ir 
boob. nem wnnne When 
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When did he give thoſe order (11 

Whether he gave orders er not I cannot tell but I un- 
derſtood he confidered | it as "contrary" to hs orden he 
had given. NIE." 

To whom did B give thoſe orders? F'3 1 | 

1 have before ſaid; I did not know he had given any or- 
ders at all. 

Did not you declare, in a letter to Mr. Middleton, that 
you confidered yourſelf, as well as Mr. Middleton, to be 
"edged for the performance of the agreement between Mr. 

Hafings and the Vizier ? 

I, having related to Mr. Haſtings the aſſurances Mr. 
Middleton had given, that the treaty of Chunar ſhould be 
carried into execution, and having added, that I was ſure 
Mr. Middleton was fincere in thoſe aſſurances, believe I 
wrote ſomething to that effect. 

Did not you write that you conſidered 5 0 1 as pledged 
to the execution of the treaty of Chunar ? 

My letter is on the table of the committee : I have 
ſaid I wrote to that effect the words I do not — Fry 

Conſidering yourſelf as es to the execution of the 

treaty of Chunar, why did you never aſk Mr. Haſtings his 
reaſons for —_g in a point relating to a principal branch 
of that treaty ? 
Mr. Haſtings was very anxious that the treaty of Chunar 
ſhould be carried into execution—he ſaid, he thought his 
whole credit and reputation depended upon it.—T was de- 
fired to preſs Mr. Middleton to get that whole treaty carried 
into execution.— I never converſed, either with the Go- 
vernor or Mr. Middleton, on the treaty, article by article, 
but only Preſſed Mr. Middleton that the whole of it might 
be executed. 

Is there any thing in the treaty of Chunar which en- 
abled Mr. Haſtings to order the recall of the Nabob's of- 
ficer from Farruckabad ? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 

He was aſked, 

Did Mr. Haſtings affign any ceaſe, grounded by him 
on the treaty of Chunar, to juſtify the order he had 
given for the recall of the Vizier's officer fiom Farrucka- 
bach? ning 
Not as I oled: 

Did not Mr. Haſtings give an - nota for the feleaſe from 


| -nipSfoninchd; of a perſon" called Ifmael Bog, * whom the 
Vizier had ordered to be confined ? 


And the queſtion being obje cted to; 
The witnels was directed to withdraw. a 4 
| | An 
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And being again called in; 

The queſtion was repeated. 

{Whether the Viziet had ordered him to be confined, I 
do not know-—but Mr. Haſtings gave directions for the 
releaſe of a perſon called Iſmael Beg. I ſhould imagine 
he did not think him impriſoned by the Vizier; for the 
reaſon he gave for ordering Iſmael Beg to be releaſed was 
this, that he underſtood Iſmael Beg was coming to 
him to make ſome remonſtrances, and that he had been 
impriſoned at Lucknow, to prevent his coming for that 
purpoſe. | 

Impriſoned by whom, and by whoſe authority 

I underſtood under the authority of the Nabob, made 
uſe of, I believe, by Hyder Beg. | 

Was it common for Hyder Beg to make uſe of the 
Nabob's authority without his conſent ? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 4 
The queſtion was repeated. 

I know nothing of Hyder Beg's conduct. 

Did not Mr. Middleton repreſent to Mr. Haſtings, 
through you, thar he muſt conſider the execution of thoſe 
orders relating to Iſmael Beg to have an effect that would 
tend to render the Nabob leſs reſpected in the eyes of his 
people? | 

I do not recolle&, but I rather think he did. 

Did not Mr. Middleton repreſent Iſmael Beg as a vil- 
lain that had obtained a triumph over him, and that it 
had given a ſevere ſtab to the influence and authority of 
his ſtation ? 1 7 

I recollect, upon the queſtion being put in this manner, 
ſuch expreſſions were uſed in ſome letters of Mr. Middle- 
ton. | | | 

You being employed to make repreſentations to that ef- 
fect, what reaſon did Mr. Haſtings give for perſevering in 
his reſolution to free a perſon, ſo deſcribed by the Reſi- 
dent, from an impriſonment inflicted by the ordinary au- 
thority of the courtry ? Lots. 69 

I am extremely deſirous of giving every information to 
the committee in my power; but as it has been intimated 
to me by the chairman of the committee, that there is an 
intention of preferring a criminal accuſation againſt me, 
and that the matters which are involved in the preſent in- 

uiry may be part of that accufation, I do not know how 
ar the force of the word employed may in the ſenſe of the 
committee involve me. I have no objection to explain how 
employed, but wiſh the generality of the word not to be car- 
ried farther than the truth of the caſe. To the fact I * 

ready 
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ready to anſwer .I have the fame objection to make to 
the frequent repetitions of the word ſolicit, becuuſe I do 
not mean to admit myſelf before this Houſe to be a ſolici- 
tor or common agent in this buſineſs. The reaſon, as 
well as I can recollect at this diſtance of time, that Mr. 
Haſtings aſſigned for interfering in the releaſe' of Iſmael 

was what I have before related, and, if the com- 
mirtee deſire it, will relate again. That he underſtood 


that Iſmael Beg was coming from Lucknow to him to 


2 complaints, and that his impriſonment was merely 
or 


the purpoſe of preventing his preferring thoſe com- 
laints. This I think I ſtated in my letter; and I think 
added, that whether that fact was true or not, Mr. Haſ- 
tings was ſo well convinced of it, that it operated on his 
mind as if it was true. I know no other reaſon for Mr. 
Haſtings's interfering. f 
Did the Nabob, or Mr. Middleton, admit the truth of 
this allegation of Mr. Haſtings? 
Whether the Nabob knew of it I cannot tell Mr. Mid- 


dleton certainly did not admit it. 


Did not Mr. Middleton ſtate, that this man's conduct 
to the Nabob had been infamous? 
] believe he did. 
Did he not offer to get the particulars verified upon 


oath ? | - 


I rather believe that he did——all I know of it is from 
Mr. Middleton's letters, which are before the Houſe.  : 
Whether Mr. Middleton did not inform you that the 
Nabob would probably write to Mr. Haſtings himſelf, be- 
fore he finally complied with his, Mr. Haſtings's, injunc- 
tions? u | BY, 
If he did, it was by letters which are before the Houſe, 
and to which I deſire to refer I am very much afraid, not 
having perfect recollection of the letters, of ſaying any 


ming contradictory to them. 0 


Then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; : [ 
The witneſs was aſked, | 

Did you repreſent to Mr. Haſtings the matters which 


© were contained in thoſe letters? 


I take it for granted I did. 2 | 
What did Mr. Haſtings do in conſequence of that re- 
preſentation relative to Iſmael Beg ? 5 
Mr. Haſtings frequently preſſed for the releaſe of Iſmael. 
Beg.— What further was done, I do not recolledt—if any 
thing further was done without my knowledge, it will ap- 
pear on the face of the letters, to which I beg leave to 
reter. | | # IIIA 3 
| | Is 
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Is there ah, anſwer amongſt the letters from. you to Mr. 
Middleton's laft repreſentation ? 

} beg to refer to he letters. 

Wa any thing done in conſequence of mat repreſenta 
tion? 

I do not know. 

Was Iſmael, Beg releaſed ? 

I really do not aller whether he: was or was HET 
have not even at preſent an opinion on that ſubjeQ.——l 
ſhould rather think Mr. Haſtings's authority was yielded to 
on that occaſion ; but I do not know. 

When was Mr. Shee appointed reſident at F arruckabad ? 

I know he was appointed reſident, but whery I do not 
recollect It was before the treaty of Chunar. 

Was you at Calcutta when Mr. Shee's appointment 
took place ? 

I dare ſay I was, but I do not recollect—as I was chiefly 
reſident at Calcutta, I dare jay I was. 

." 29 you ever converſe with Mr. Haſtings on that ſub- 

e 
a To the beſt of my recollection I never did. 

Do you know whether, antecedent to ſuch appoint- 
ment, Mr. Haſtings had or had not expreſſed a difincli- 
nation to interfere in the. nomination of a reſident at Far- 
ruckabad ? 

I do not recollect having had any converſation, or hear- 

ng any thing upon the ſubject. 

you know what was the immediate reaſon of naming 
Mr. Shee to that appointment? 

Of my own knowledge I cannot ſay; and what I have 
heard I would rather with, if the queſtion is not preſſed, 
not to anſwer, as it may be a refle&tion upon a gentleman, 
upon whom, ſtanding as I do, he would he the laſt man 
I would throw a reflection. 

And hon the witneſs was directed to added. 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eg. called in and 


examined, 


Do you know whether, ſoon after the Treaty, of. Chunas 
had paſled, the Vizier did not name Almas A1 Cann, or 
ſome Sezawaul, to F rack uns ? 

He did, | 1 8 a ck 

How ſoon after? 6 

1 think in about three weeks. piers to the beſt 7 my. re- 
collection. 

Did the Vi ier conſider himſelf as entitled dou un- 
der the treaty of Chunar ? 

1 have no cou't but he did. 

| Did 


— — 


— 


gw „% ĩéö „„ a - TO — ——— — 
— — 2 — —-—-— — — 1 


15 NATHANIEL MiD BPLE TON. 


Did not Mr. Haſtings direct that the Sezawaul ſhould be 
xecalled ? | 

Yes—he did, 

How ſoon after the a 

Ido not recolle& exa 
appointment was made, 

Did not the Vizier conſider this recall as an infringe- 
ment of the treaty of Chunar ? 

I do not know whether he did or not; but ke remon- 
ſtrated againſt it, becauſe he conceived it would be giving up 
the means of collecting his tribute. 

Did he not conſider the manner of a it as a gteat in- 
dignity to himſelf, and as a matter forced upon him ? 

He certainly complained violently againft it; and it was 
much againſt his inclination that the Sezawaul was with - 
drawn. 

What motives were aſſigned by Mr. Haſtings for with- 
drawing the Vizier's Sezawaul ? 

To leave the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung to pay his tribute 
through his own officers, 

What anſwer did Mr. Haſtings make to the frequent re- 
preſentations that you made to him on that ſubjeR ? 

E do not recolle& any particular anſwer he made, but 
that the tribute would be paid through the Nabob Muzzuf- 
oe” | s own officers. 

id not Mr. Haſtings render himſelf Wen that 


ment ? 
ly the time but very ſoon after the 


that tribute ſhould be paid? 


As far as aſſurances would do it, he did. 

Whether Mr. Haſtings did not appoint a perſon of 
that country, called Suckut Ullah Cawn, or ſome ſuch 
name, 2 the management of the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung's 
affairs! 

I do not know that Mr. Haſtings e ima, but I 
have a recollection he informed me that that perſon was to 
come to Lucknow for the purpoſe of ſettling the Vizier's 
tribute. It either came to me from Mr. Haſtings immedi- 
ately, or from him through Sir Elijah Impey. © 

Da Suckut Ullah Cawn come to Lucknow, agreeable to 
the information you received ? . 

He did not. 

When you, in your letter to Sir Elijah ben mention 
that Suckut Ullah Cawn aimed his own commiſhon 
on his going from Mr. Haſtings to F arruckabad, * com- 
miſſion did you mean? 

His commiſſion of Superintendant of Naib or ; Miniſter 
to the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung. 

F rom whom did he receive that men nen 

I do not know—nor do | know he had ſuch a commiſſion 


at all, 
Did 


# Lo 


Did he not proclaim that he had ſuch a commiſſion ? 
He certainly did, according to the accounts I received 
from Furruckabad. | 
If he had ſuch a commiſſion, do not you think that he 
meant to have it underſtood that he had it from Mr. Haſt- 


i 8 ? a vs 
* think he meant to have it underſtood that he had it 
ſrom Mr. Haſtings. = 

How long did Suckut Ullah Cawn continue in poſſeſſion 
of the Naibut before the return of the Sezawaul on the 
part of the Vizier ? „no {0G 

I think till the month of July 1782, or thereabouts. 

By whoſe authority was he then removed? 

By a letter from the Governor General and Council, 
which directed that effectual aſſiſtance ſhould be given to 
(haves for the recovety of his claims on Farrucka- 
How long did that Sezawaul coritinue in poſſeſſion ? 

I cannot ſay—he was appointed when I was abſent from 
Lucknow, and he remained in that office when I was recal- 
led from Lucknow. 

Was there any complaint on the part of Muzzuffer Jung 
or any of his relations, of oppreſſions excerciſed in the 
country, or indignities o to their family by the Vi- 
zier's Sezawaul ? 45-4 "op 

I cannot ſay I recolle& any. * 8 

Did you ever hear of any ſuch complaints being made? 
8 I have heard that complaints were made to Mr. 

a Ings. * 1 kc 

What did Mr. Haſtings do in conſequence of thoſe 
complaints ? ) | 440 

It is probable, in conſequence of thoſe complaints, the 
Sezawaul was ordered to be recalled - but I ſpeak without 
1 knowledge of the fact. | 

o you know of any, and what, complaints which were 
made againſt Mr. Shee, the Company's reſident, whilſt 
he continued at Farruckabad ? r 

I cannot ſay that I myſelf know of any—I have heard 
it, but only from mere reports, which I think it unneceſ- 
8 trouble the committee with. 

1 


o you think Mr. Haſtings heard of thoſe reports ? 
hend Mr. Haſtings muſt have heard of thoſe 
complaints, as the Nabob Muzzuffer Jung had a Vakeel at 
Calcutta with him. abies 

Were any complaints made by the Nabob Muzzuffer 
Jung — Mr. Shee, which were tranſmitted to the Vi- 
zier, and by him communicated to you? | lies? 
I do not recolle& that * were communicated to me. 


* 


Do you know any other channel which the Vizier 
communicated-any ſuch complaints to Mr. Haſtings ? 

I do not know that he did by any other channel, but he 
had a, Vakeel at Calcutta through whom he might have 
communicated them. 475 | 

Do you know that in fact any ſuch complaints were com- 
municated ? 

I do not of my own knowledge, know that there were. 

Do you know it by any other, and what information ? 

To the beſt of my recolle&ion I have heard that com- 
plaints were made; but I cannot recollect the particular 
inſtances, nor through what channel. | | 

Are you ſure it was not from Mr. Haſtings's printed 
regs on the treaty at Chunar, in ſome publica- 
tion! ä 

It is impoſſible to ſay through what channel they were 
rade—1in ſhort, I have no knowledge of any complaints 
being made. 3 

Did Mr. Haſtings ever inſtru& you, either by letter or 
verbal direction, either at Chunar or elſewhere, to ſet on 
foot an enquiry into the truth or falſehood of thoſe ru» 
moured charges ? | | 

He certainly did not. 

Have you in your poſſeſhon any correſpondence relative 
to the affairs of Farruckabad ? 

I do not know that I have. 

You will be pleaſed to anſwer that queſtion directly. 

I have ſome copies of letters, but whether they teſpect 
Farruckabad or no I cannot ſay. | 

You will ſay, upon what account Iſmael Beg was im- 
priſoned at Lucknow ? | 
As I underſtood it—for a balance of his revenues. 

Was it by the Vizier's authority that he was confined ? 

Certainly. | 

And with his knowledge and approbation ? 

Ceriainly. | | 

Had he behaved himſelf dutifully and reſpectfully to the 
Nabob Vizier ? | 

I never heard any complaints againſt him for a contrary 

conduct to the Nabob, as I recollect. 
Was Iſmael Beg's conduct in any reſpe& diſreſpectful 
or inſulting to the Nabob, or do you mean that Mr. Haſ- 
tings's order to free him from impriſonment was diſteſpect- 
ful or inſulting to the Nabob and his miniſters ? 

I do not know of any inſtance of his inſulting conduct 
to the Nabob before the occafion for which he was put into 
confinement, | * 

AS 
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Was it ſo afterwards ? 

My informations were chiefly from the Nabob himſelf, 
and I think I tranſmitted the Nabob's letters on that 
ſubject to Mr. Haſtings ; and I hope the committee will 
permit me to refer to thoſe letters, as I really cannot 
charge my memory with circumſtances of ſo long a date, 

Did the Nabob V izier, in fact, himſelf complain to you 
of ſuch inſolence of Iſmael Beg? . | 

To the beſt of my recollection he did, as alſo his miniſ- 
ter upon that occaſion. | 

Did you think Iſmael Beg a man of good or evil cha- 
racter, fit to be truſted or not? 

I certainly thought him very truſt-worthy, and was my- 
ſelf in ſome meaſure inſtrumeutal in recommending him 
to the farm of Illahabad. X 

Did you always perſevere in that opinion ? 

believe I did, till he failed in his engageruents with 
the Vizier. 2 

Did you think him blameable in that reſpect? 

I certainly did. po iid, 

Was his conduct to you or Mr, Haſtings improper ? 

I certainly thought ſo. 

On he endeavour to depreciate Mr. Haſtings's charac- 
ter | 
I underſtood he did. 

In what manner? | | 

I do not know that he endeavoured to depreciate his cha- 
rater, hut he propagated reports of his being ſuperſeded in 
the government, and endeavoured to prejudice his influence 
at the Vizier's Court. | 

What reaſons did Mr. Haſtings aſſign for ordering him 
to be freed from his confinement ? | 
} I cannot ſay I recolle& the particular reaſons he aſ- 
igned. | 

> Did he aſſign any reaſon againſt the fairneſs of the ac- 
counts, for not anſwering which he was confined ? 

I do not recollect that he, did. \ 

Did Mr. Haſtings produce any ſpecial circumſtances 
which induced him to inſiſt upon his Mrs diſcharged ? 

J do not recollect that he did. 

Did he not aſſigu as one reaſon, that he was impriſoned 
to prevent his making petitions or remonſtrances to him ? 
2 is poſhble he might, but I do not recolie& that he 
id. F 

Was that the cauſe of his impriſonment ? 

I conceive not. hat 
Did Mr. aſtings take any meaſures, to your know- - 

ledge, to verity whether that was the cauſe or not ? | | 


Not to my knowledge. | 
y knowledg Dia 
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Did Mr. Haſtings take any meaſure” to ſeeute the kay 
ment of Iſmael Beg's balance before he was releaſed ? 

I do not know that he did; bat I think he mentioned 
ml 12 account was to be . ſettled before 10 was re- 
leaſe ona Lon O81 

Was war' Gore 7 ab TON 7 

The account was ſettled, but UI believe the balance wa 
not paid. 

Was the balance confiderable ? 

I do not recolle& what the ſum was; but I think it 
was between one and two lacks of rupees. 

Was he not again appointed to thoſe colleQions ? 

I believe not, during my refidence at Lucknow. 

Was he afterwards ? | 

I think he was afterwards, but I really am not certain. 

Had he not made you ſome overtures relative to your 
intereſt before he had been fix hours in confinement ? 

To the beſt of my recollection he did. 

What were they ? 

They were general :——He gave me to underſtand he 
would make it worth my while to eſpouſe his cauſe againſt 
the Nabob, 

Did you reject that offer? 

J paid no ſort of attention to it. 

Do you know of any reaſon better than that of a pecu- 
niary intereſt, that could have induced any perſon to order 
his releaſe from a confinement inflicted by the lawful au- 
thority of the country ? 

do not know any reaſon for it, unleſs it might have 
been ſuppoſed he had been unjuſtly confined. 

Do you know any reaſon for it, except ſuch as above, 
which could be afhgned by any perſon in juſtification of 
his releaſe, other than upen an enquiry whether the con- 
finement was juſt or unjuſt ? 

I cannot ſay I know any other. 

Was not Mr. Haſtings very peremptory from the be- 
pinning, in ordering Iſmael Beg to be releaſed ? 

To the beſt of my recollection he was. 

Was Suckut Ullah Cawn, the Vakeel of Myzzuffer 
Jung, reſident at Calcutta with Mr. Haſtings ? | 

I underſtood he was. 

Do you know whether it was the cuſtom of Mr. Haſ- 
tings to allot fo many hours, in almoſt every day, to con- 
verle with the Vakeels reſident in Calcutta, and to receive 
their repreſentations ? 

I underſtand it was his cuſtom. 
Do you know whether Mr. Haſtings ſpeaks the Moor 
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language well (which is the common language for conver- 


fen et aw, nd et, tt e bn bo in 

I always underſtood that he did—as well as Europeans 
do in general. en nc 1 

Do you know whether Mr. Haſtings underſtands tlie 
Perſian language, ſufficiently to read a Perſian letter him- 
ſelf, and to underſtand it perfectly as read by a Monſhee ? 

1 have always underſtood that Mr. Haſtings underſtood 
the Perſian language perfectly well, and of courſe that he 
could read and underſtand a Perſian letter. 

Had the Nabob Vizier a Vakeel at Calcutta, and what 
was his name ? Loos fevtic 1 

He had a Vakeel at Calcutta —his name was Rajah Go- 
vind Ram. 

Do you know that Mr. Haſtings permitted the Vakcels 
to attend him on buſineſs at all times, at his garden houſe, 
as well as at the government houſe, in Calcutta? 

I do not know it was his cuſtom to receive Vakeels 
promiſcuouſly at his country houſe, but I have often ſeen 
the Vizier's Vakeel and others there. 

Do you conceive that repreſentations might have been 
made by the Nabob Vizier and Muzzuffer Jung, through 
their Vakeels, without any communication with the reſi- 
dent at Lucknow ? | 

Certainly I conceive there might. = 

While you was reſident at Lucknow, and Mr. Shee at 
Farruckabad, was the tribute from Muzzuffer Jung regu- 
larly remitted to Lucknow ? | 

I do not recollect—I believe it was never fully paid up. 

While Muzzuffer Jung had the intire management of 
his country, from December 1781 to July 1782, did he 
make any remittance of his tribute to Lucknow ? 

None at all. 

Before Mr. Shee's appointment, was the tribute regularly 
paid up and remitted ? | 

I believe it was not. | | 

Was it better paid during Mr. Shee's continuance in of 
fice, or worſe than in the periods preceding it:? | 

I believe much the ſame ; but F ſpeak from a very im- 
perfect recollection. z, 


- 


2, hon your anſwer is not from any certainty ? 
"7; 

Upon what grounds do you make this laſt aſſertion, that 
the remittances in Mr, Shee's time were much the ſame as 
before ? | 

I ſpeak from recollection Per Fog: think there were 
always balances on the tribute from Firruckabad. 


N. 


* 
o 
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Were thoſe balances leſs after the removal of Mr. Shee ? 
I think there was very little, if any thing, collected after 
the removal of Mr. She. Me 


The two following queſtions, which had been before 
put to the witneſs, and his anſwers, were again 
read. | | £ 

„% Do you know of any reaſon better than that of a 
« pecuniary intereſt, that could have induced any perſon 
*« to order his releaſe from a confinement inflied by the 
&« lawful authority of the country: 

&« do not know any reaſon for it, unleſs it might have 
© been ſuppoſed he had been unjuſtly confined. 

0 Do you know any reaſon for it, except ſuch as above; 
% which could be aſſigned by any perſon in juſtification 
„of his releaſe, other than upon an enquiry whether the 
«© confinement was juſt or unjuſt ? 

«© I cannot ſay I know any other.” 

And then the witneſs was aſked ; 

Do you mean to imply, by your anſwers to thoſe queſ- 
tions, that Mr. Haſtings was influenced by his private in- 
tereſt to order the releaſe of Iſmael Beg ? 

Moſt certainly I do not. 

Are you not fully perſuaded that Mr. Haſtings was not 
influenced by any ſuch motives ? 

As far as I am acquainted with any circumſtances, I 
am perſuaded he was not. | | 

Did Mr. Haſtings order any inquiry to be inſtituted, 
whether Iſmael Beg was juſtly or unjuſtly impriſoned ? 

I do not know that he did, further than ordering the 
account of his balances to be taken. 
* Did not you inform Mr. Haſtings, through Sir Elijah 
Impey, that Iſmael Beg had been tampering with you by 
ſome pecuniary offers for his releaſe ? 

I did write to Sir Elijah Impey on the ſubject, to the 
beſt of my recollection, to the purport of one of my letters 
before the committee, delivered in by Sir Elijah Impey ; 
but whether he communicated it to Mr. Haſtings, or not, 
I cannot ſay. 

Did Mr, Haſtings, after the letter had been ſent to be 
communicated, informing him of the corrupt offers of 
Iſmael Beg, and your motives for refuſing them, deſiſt 
from his injunctions to have him (Iſmael Beg) releaſed 
from priſon ? | 

De witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; he was aſked, 
Did you mean that the letter written by you, relative to 
Iſmael Beg, ſhould, either by itſelf. or in its ſubſtance, be 
com- 
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communicated by Sir Elijah Impey to Mr. Haſtings, or 
not ? | | 
I certainly wiſhed that the ſubſtance ſhould be commu- 
nicated to Mr. Haſtings. | 
Did Mr. Haſtings, after the letter had been ſent to be 
ſo comtmunicated, informing him of the corrupt offers of 
Iſmael Beg, and your motives for refuſing deſiſt 
from his injunctions to have him (Iſmael Beg) releaſed 
from priſon ? | | 
_ He perſevered in his injunctions, that he ſhould be ſo 
releaſed ; but I do not recolle& having received any freſh 
orders from him after the diſpatch of that letter. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, Kc. 


Veneris, 230 die Februarij 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 


againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Go- 
vernor General ef Bengal. 


SIR ELIJAH IMPEY being called in; 
And the order for the production of the correſpon- 
dence in his poſſeſſion, relating to the affairs of 
Farruckabad, being read to the witneſs ; 

He was aſked, 


Have you brought any ſuch correſpondence with you ? 
J have not. | 


Have you any further correſpondence relative to Fat- 
ruckabad in your poſſeſſion ? 5 
I have not any correſpondence relative to Farruckabad, 
nor any other correſpondence relative to the articles exhi- 
bited againſt Mr. Haſtings, but ſuch letters as I have be- 
fore delivered into this 'committee—nor have had in Eng- 
land any but what I before delivered in-. | 
In whoſe cuſtody did you leave your correſpondence 
with Mr. Middleton relative to the affairs of Oude, or 
other matters relative to public buſineſs ? 1 N 
In the cuſtody of nobody. 


U 


What 


D 1 
*. 


"SIR ELIJAH IMPEY. 
What did 


you do with that part of your correſpon- 
dence ? p T: | 


I before told this committee, that it was by mere chance 


any part of the correſpondence was preſerved I never 
thought of preſerving it. ö 


The queſtion repeated. | 

I ſhould have prefaced what I before ſaid, by ſaying, 
that I do not know what is become of it. 

If you do not know what is become of it, how can 
you _ that you have left it in no man's hands at Cal- 
cutta X | 

I did not mean that it might not by chance have come 
into the hands of any perſon at Calcatta, but that I never 
left it in truſt with any body there. I hope there is no 
inconſiſtency in that anſwer, 

Did you deſtroy thoſe papers, or not ? 

If I deſtroyed them, I do not remember that I deſtroyed 
them, —I even will not take upon myſelf to ſay that 
they ever exiſted ; though I rather believe that more let- 
ters paſſed than thoſe which were produced before this com- 
mittee, 

You will recolle& whether you did or did not deſtroy 
them, and ſpeak poſitively to that point? | 
If I could recolle& whether I did or did not deſtro 
them, I ſhould have anſwered the queſtion as fully as I 
have anſwered any queſtion put to me by the committee. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


NATHANIEL r E ſquire, being call- 
ed in; | 
And the order for the vroduction of the correſpon- 
dence in his poſſeſſion, re. ating to the affairs of Far- 
ruckabad, being read to him, 
He was aſked, 

Have you brought that correſpondence? 

I have, Fe; 

The witneſs then produced at the bar a liſt, containing a 
reference to certain books he had brought with him. 

ont ng ſaid liſt and books were delivered in at the 
table, 
And then the witneſs was aſked, 

Are there in thoſe books any part of your correſpon- 
dence with Sir Elijah Impey, relative to Farruckabad, or 
the affairs of Oude ? | 

I believe not. 

Have you copies or originals of any correſpondence be- 
tween you and Sir Elijah Impey, relative to the affairs of 
Oude, fince your correſpondence commenced, in 1780 f 

To the beſt of my knowledge I have not. 1 

| | ov 
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How have you diſpoſed of that correſpondence ? 

When left India 4 deſtroyed all papers which I thaught 
of nq conſequence and I apprehend. Sir Elijah Impey's 
letters were amongſt thoſe I deſtroyed I don't know 1 
ever kept copies of my letters to Sit Elijah Impey. 

Have you Sir Elijah Impey's letters to you? 

T believe I have already ſaid I have not. 

-» Is your whole correſpondence relative to Farruckabad in 
thoſe books? | 1D 28119 yan « 

Every thing that is in my poſſeſſion. * 

Is there any further correſpondence any where elſe ? 

Not that I know of. 

Has any been given up to Mr. Haſtings, or deſtroyed ? 

I have already ſaid to this committee, that many of my 
letters were delivered up to Mr. Haſtings ſeveral years ago 
It is poſſible ſome of them might have related to Far- 
ruckabad ; but I cannot ſay. 

Have any been delivered from you to Mr. Haſtings, 
fince the period of thoſe which the Court of Directors or- 
dered you to deliver up to the Governor General and 
Councl 7 | | | 

None have been delivered up ſince the period when Mr. 
Haſtings demanded them I don't recolle& when that 
wad if! 08 0017199 3 21 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
The ſaid letters and extracts, copied from the ſeveral 

books ſo delivered in by Mr. Middleton, accord- 

ing to the direction of the ſaid lift, are as follow. 


6 Mr. Briſtow to Lieutenant Colonel Goddard, 


6 To Lieutenant Colonel Goddard. 


Sir, 
I have the pleaſure to ſend you herewith a letter 
+ from his Excellency the Vizier. 
As his Excellency has entirely given up Munitaz 
aul Dowlah to Muzuffer Jung, he has alſo agreed to 
* a requeſt of the letter to withdraw the guards upon 
his houſe and effects; and has directed me to ac- 
© quaint you with his reſolution, and to tequeſt you 
will order the guard of your Sepoys, now ſtationed 
there, to make over their charge to Muzuffer Jung's 
people, as ſome compenſation to him for the defi- 
dcdiencies in the revenue, whilſt in the hands of Mu- 
nmnitaz ul Dowlah. | | 


o 


14 do4 ad Ids vw 1 "ey & I am, Sir, Ec.“ 

Lucknow, 10th Jannary 4777+ 1 f 41 
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« To Lieutenant Colonel Wilding, commanding the 
Temporary Brigade at Futty Ghutr. 


* 


1 


Sir, | 
« Agrecably to your defire, I now forward you a 
* letter from the ,Nabob Vizier, requeſting that you 
will occafionally furniſh the Nabob Muzuffer Jung, 
upon his and the Sizowoul's application, with ſuch 
aid as you may be able, in realizing the collections 
© of his Excellency's tribute. 
I have the honour to be, 
„Sir, yours, &c. 
* Signed NATH. MIDDLETON, 
Lucknow, * Reſident, &c.“ 
© 11th October 1778. 


© To Mr. George Shoes, Collector of the Vizter's 
aſſignments to the Company on the Nabob Mo- 
« zuffer Jung. 


© vir, 

© In conformity to the commands of the Honour- 
able the Governor General and Council, under 
date the 22d ultimo, conſtituting you in the place 
of the Sezawul at Farruckabad, to colle& the Vi- 
zicr's aſſignment to the Company on the Nabob 
Mozuffer Jung, with the ſame allowances, eſtab- 
liſhment, and power, that have been given to the 
ſaid Sezawul, Faber proceed to give you ſuch in- 
formations and inſtructions as J judge requiſite for 

your fulfilling the intentions of your appointment. 
The tiibute to be paid by the Nabob Mozuffer 
Jung to his Excellency the Vizier is ſettled at Luck- 
now Sicca Rupees 4,50,000 per annum ; but on 
account of balances remaining unpaid at the end of 
the laſt Hindoo year 1186, which was in our 25th 
September 1779, the whole demand upon the Na- 
bob of Farruckabad became 6,62,000 Lw. Sa. Rs, 
agrecable to the account incloſed, No. 4, which alſo 
ſpecifies the ſum allowed to the Sezawul on the part 
of the Nabob Vizier, for ſuch a force as is War ab 
to make your collections, and of courſe becomes a 
deducting from the Nabob Vizier's claim. On the 
ſeparate paper, No. 2, is ſpecified the allowances on 
the part of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, which muſt 
be accumulated upon the Tuncaw he will give you 
for the purpoſe of anſwering the Nabob's claim. 
Three per cent. is the commiſſion of the Sezawul, to 
be drawn only upon the ſpecific ſum which he ſhall be 
ka found 
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found to have collected of the amount made over to 
him in affignments. The balance to the Company 
due from Abdullah Beg, the preſent Sezawul, ac- 
© cording to the No. 3, amounts. to 2,09,514 Lw. 
© Sa. Rs., for which you have, No. 4, the bond of 
the Nabob Mozuffer Jung; this it appeared neceſ- 
« fary to take, becauſe all the collectors in the country 
© have officially ſigned theſe obligations, as an ac- 
* knowledgment that the demand is a juſt one; an 
as your ſituation is more in the light of a collection, 
I could not demand ſuch an obligation from you. 
* The bond however is made out with this ſaving 
© clauſe, that he the Nabob Mozuffer Jung ſhall 
© credit in the accounts of the Vizier, for whatever 
< ſums ſhall be proved to be due from the Sezawul 
Abdullah Beg, upon an adjuſtment of his accounts. 
© You will likewiſe receive herewith, No. 5, a copy 
* of the Kiſtbundee executed by Abdullah Beg, 
* which, as all the dependant adjuſtments with the 
inferior Aumils are made according to it, can be the 
* only line for my demands upon you to the end of 
the preſent year. 
6 No. 6. is a Perwannah to the Sezawul, directing 
* him to deliver over charge of his office to you, to- 
« gether with the public papers and caſh in his hands, 
* to point out the ſeveral Aumils, and the Purgun- 
* nahs in which they have been employed ; to deliver 
6 290 accounts of his particular adjuſtments with them 
© for the public revenue of the collections they have 
© paid him, and the balances ſeverally due from them. 
It is unneceſſary to inform you that theſe ſeveral 
dependent accounts, united, muſt from the abſtra& 
which I have incloſed, No. 3; and upon them, and 
the acknowledgments of the Aumils, muſt depend 
your information from whence the balance in de- 
mand muſt be drawn. It may be adviſeable to ob- 
lige the ſeveral Aumils, as you may ſettle the de- 
mands upon them for the balance due on their en- 
gagements, with the Sezawal to ſign bonds for their 
balances to be paid to the end of the preſent year, at 
which time each Aumil muſt render you an account 
of his Jumma Crutch, that is, his collections and 
diſburſement, that you may be enabled to ſettle the 
juſt demands of the Nabob lon uver Jun for the 
enſuing year ; for from the nature of the engage- 
* ments betwcen his Excellency the Vizicr, and the 
* Nabob Muzuffer Jung, which are not upon the 
* footing of thoſe between the government and farm- 
ers, whatever deficiencies there may be in one year, 
Da muſt 


. ——  &. ḿgmm a d G 0 


24 NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 


muſt be accumulated on the tribute; of the next. 
This will render it abſolutely neceffary for the Na- 
bob of Farruckabad's eaſe, each year, to be punc- 
tual in the diſcharge of the tribute, by giving into 
your hands ample aſſignments, in order to prevent 
his being additionally burthened in the enſuing: A 
maxim it will be your duty to incuicate and force, 
as it will, beſides the real benefit to the Nabob 
Mozuffer Jung, render ſecure that part of the Com- . - 
pany's aſſignments from the Vizier. 5 
In your adjudſtment with the Sezawul Abdullah 
Beg, ſhould any difference ariſe between you and 
him, it muſt be referred to my deciſion, '7 tute you 
will make me acquainted with all circumſtances and 
papers which you imagine will aſſiſt me therein. At 
the end of the preſent year, which will be in Sep- 
tember next, it will be requiſite for you to come to 
Lucknow, in order to adjuſt the accounts between 
this government and the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, 
who ſhould alſo come himſelf, or depute his De- 
wan. 
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IJ am, Sir, p 
* Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
* Lucknow, * (Signed) C. PURLING.” 


* 16th June 1780.” 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company's 
| Aſſignments at Furruckabad. 


Sir, 
A Zemindar of the diftrict of Almaſs Ally 
Khaun, named Kotule Cawn, having killed the 
above Aumil's Naib of Ettawah, in a battle, and 
fled from his own Pergunnah into the country of 
the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, is, I underſtand, now 
in treaty with Purrunſook, to deliver to him a fort 
at Nedowly, fituated upon the confines of the two 
provinces, in order thereby the more effectually to 
fupport a rebellion againſt the Nabob's government, 
and oppoſe the collection of the rents. I therefore 
requeſt you will take eſpecial care that the fort is not 
only not delivered up, but that Purrunſook ſhall be 
immediately adviſed, that ſuch a conduct will place 
him in ſuch a light of culpability, as to bring him 
to a ſevere account and puniſhment. You will fur- 
ther pleaſe to require of him, if poſſible, to appre- 
hend the perſon of Kotule Cawn, and deliver him 
to Almaſs Ally Khaun's Naib at Etaivah. —The 
more 
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more ſpeedily theſe meaſures are taken, the mote 


effectual they will be. 
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© I am, Sir, 
| | | © Yours, &c. 
Lucknow, © (Signed) C. PURLING.” 
18th Aug. 1780.“ | 


To Mr. George Shee, Collectôr of the Company's 
* Aſhgnments at Farruckabad, 


© Sir, 

I am favoured with your letter of the 24th inſtant, 
and have written to Colonel Muir, to afhſt you 
with a force for the reduction of Nedouly, in caſe 
you ſhould find it neceſſary to apply to him. By 
the incloſed copy of a letter to the Nabob V izier, 
and of his anſwer, you will perceive that he has de- 
clined giving the order you required. 

If you will pleaſe to read my letter of the 21ſt 
inſtant, you muſt obſerve that my recommendation 
of Almaſs Ally Khaun could not amount to an in- 
terference with your office, which I underſtand to 
be eſtabliſhed clearly under my orders and antho- 
rity ; and had I ordered, inſtead of recommendin 

your acceptance of the propoſals of Almaſs Ally 
Khaun, whoſe well-known reſponſibility and punc- 
tuality in the performance of his engagements I 
vouched for, I do not think I ſhould have paſſed 
the line drawn for your powers, which are the ſame 
as thoſe of the native Sezawul, who undoubtedly 
would have obeycd any order I gave him upon the 
ſubje& of his truſt for the Nabob Vizier ; and who 
would have underſtood ſuch a recommendation as 
clearly tending to his caſe, and the public advan- 


tage. 


* As to the delivery of the fort of Nedouly, after 
reduction, to the charge of Almaſs Ally Khaun, 
my letter cannot be read with any attention, if it is 
underſtood that I was deſirous of ſupporting a claim 
of his Excellency the Vizier to the property of the 
fort; for as I could not believe that an Aumil of 
the character of Almaſs Ally Khaun could be re- 
fuſed ſuch an application, I naturally concluded, 
that the moſt ſummary and effectual method of re- 
ſtoring peace in thoſe parts was by deſiring, through 
the Vizier's Perwannah, that Colonel Muir would 
reduce it, (which he certainly could have done by 
the ſame force, or the ſhew of it, as if directed by 
your authority,) and deliver it into the hands of 
| _* Alma's 
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« Almaſs Ally Khaun, whoſe reſpectability in thoſe 
« parts, and the requifite force he is furniſhed with, 
would render it more ſecure from capture, and leſs 
© liable to be loſt by treachery, than where in the 
© hands of the dependents of the Nabob Muzuffer 
Jung, whoſe late inſtance of infidelity plainly indi- 
« cates the incapacity of the government, the inſtabi- 
« lity and uncertainty of any poſſeſſion the Nabob 
* has, and has at this very inſtant rendered precarious 
the revenues of both the Vizier's and the Nabob's 
lands, on the confines of which this fort appears 
* to be. While I am governed by no motive, but 
the welfare and ſucceſs of the buſineſs committed 
* to my charge, part of which I muſt confider your 
office, while the orders of the Governor and Coun- 
© cil are binding, it is immaterial to me what pro- 
* teſts are made; I am of opinion that the propoſals 
of Almaſs Ally Khaun, for the revenues of the 
* Pergunnah of Merara, provided they are equal to 
the offers of others, ought to have been accepted, 
as far as your influence with the Nabob on his peo- 
ple could accompliſh it; that you ought to have 
been pleaſed with the ſafe opportunity you had of 
collaterally benefiting your employers, by a meaſure 
which expreſsly tends to the ſecurity of the revenues 
of both the parts of the Pergunnah in queſtion, 
though divided—divided as to the property, evident- 
ly affecting the ſame intereſt. 
I am, Sir, 


Lucknow. *© Your moſt obedient, 
« 31ſt Aug. 1780. + Humble ſervant, 
(Signed) C. PURLING.' 


* To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company's 
Affignment on Farruckabad. 


« Sir, 

© 1 have received your letter of the 15th inſtant ; 

and am exceedingly ſorry to obſerve, from the tenor 
of it, as well as from a former correſpondence I 
have had with you, that a miſinterpretation of the 
plain words and intentions of my letters, is likely 
to render me liable to accumulated trouble in this 
already burthenſome ſtation. Unwilling as I have 
been to be drawn into an unneceſſary and il]-timed 
alteration, to the obſtruction of the many import- 
ant objects of my charge, I am concerned to be 
compelled to point out to you, that you appear 
widely to have miſtaken and departed from the in- 
| * tention 
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tention of your appointment, explicitly laid down 
by the Honourable Board, and to have taken up a 
new and unintended lieu. The Honourable Board's 
letter to me, under date the 22d of May, ſhews the 
expreſs object and foundation of your appointment 
to be the exemption of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. 
from the hardſhips and indignities he had complain- 
ed he had ſuffered from the native Sezawul, ap- 
pointed for the collection of the tribute due from 
the Nabob of Farruckabad, and made over in aflign- 
ment to the Honourable Company with this in- 
tention, you are appointed collector of the Com- 
pany's aſſignment on Farruckabad, and ordered to 
proceed to Lucknow, to be inveſted with your 
charge, and to receive inſtructions for your conduct 
from me. From whence then are your ideas 
drawn? What documents have TI, to ſuppoſe that 
you have been erected an arbiter of the rights of 
rinces ? From whence am I to conſider you autho- 
rized fo freely to comment upon the Perwannah of 
the Vizier, or the conduct or intentions of his mi- 
niſters, in the adjuſtment of accounts? By what 
new arrangement am I to underſtand that an order 
ranſmite agreeable to the form preſcribed by the 
Board ſhall be ſet aſide? And by what right am I 
to determine that the preſence of any perſon ſum- 
moned by ſuch an order, for the expreſs purpoſe of 
ſettling accounts, is neceflary at Lucknow? What 
authority even have I to refuſe my concurrence to 
the obſervation of an eſtabliſhed cuſtom, or to de- 
ſtroy one ſingle right whi:h the Nabob Vizier, a 
prince in friendſhip and alliance with the Honour- 
able Company, conccives himſelf entitled to? The 
Nabob Mozuffer Jung has never before refuſed the 
attendance of his Dewan to ſettle his yearly ac- 
counts ; nor has he or his miniſters deputed his de- 
pendence, or diſavowed that reſpe& and deference 
to the ſtation of the Vizier of the empire, which, 
excluſive of the neceſſity of ſettling accounts, ren- 
ders ſuch a cuſtomary deputation a poſitive right. 
Does a requiſition that accounts ſhall be annually 
ſettled, and each party be ſatisfied with the juſtice 
of the yearly demand, imply a deſire ty opprels ? 
And who are the proper people for dene 
of theſe accounts, but the miniſters of the Nabob 
Vizier, and thoſe of the Nabob of Farruckabad ? 
* From the above you muſt conceive, that as far 
as my judgment leads me to decids on the letter and 
ſpirit of your appointment, I conſider that you are, 
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(as well as myſelf, )-without-a power tu deſtroy one 
: * right or cuſtoms» hitherto obſerved: And as it ap- 

< pears from all the forms I have been ſubject to 
* thro the courſe of my ſervice, only neceſſary 


that ſhould give, and you receiye and obe y expli- 


Fit orders, I ſhall add here, that I have thôught it 
© unneceffary to wait the Nabob of Farruckabad's re- 
ly to his Exceltency the Vizier's Perwannah, both 
A's his indiſpoſition may poſſibly delay it be- 
yond the period of the time neceſſary to bring my 
accounts to a concluſion, and becauſe I cannot ad- 
mit that a non-compliance of a man little above 
the ſtate of idiotiſm, only become a poſſibility, ſince 
your appointment can make a difference in the ne- 
ceſſity of propriety of deputing a perſon as required 
by the Nabob Vizier: I now therefore encloſe a 
Perwannah from myſelf to the Nabob Mozuffer 
Jung, which you will pleaſe to have deliyered to 
him forthwith, This Perwannah requires an obe- 
dience to the Perwannah of the Nabob Vizier; in- 
forms bim that your ap ointment was not made 
with an intention to py the cuſtoms hitherto 
obſerved between him, the Þ Jabob Mozuffer Jung, 
and the Nabob Vizier ; and gives him to under- 
ſtand, that if he refuſes the e you have 
my orders to ſend his Dewan, by force; and I 
now give you my poſitive direction, in caſe of a re- 
fuſal on the part of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung, to 
oblige his Dewan to attend with the neceſſary papers 
for ſettling _ the accounts, by putting, him under a 

guard, and ſending him to Lucknow. 
* Should the Nabob Mozufier Jung be ſo ill as not 
en my letter, you will ſend for the Dewan, 
dreck him to read it in your preſence, and inform 
him that nothing is required but what he has al- 
ways hitherto done, and that if he attends without 
further delay, he ſhall not be liable to the difplea- 

« ſure of the Nabob Vizier, or of myself. 

125 "oy Sir, » 
© Your moſt. obedient, 
Humble ſervant, 


(Signed) ) . Zubin. 
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To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company' 
* Aſſiguments at Farruckabad. 2 


I | 

L encloſe a letter from the Nabob Vizier to the 
Nabob of Farruckabad, requiring the attendance of 
his Dewan, to ſettle his yearly accounts. You will 
be ſo good as to allow the Dewan to come as ſoon 
as poſñi ble. 

© I am, 
Sir, &c. 

Lucknow, (Signed) C. PURLING.” 

* x6th Oct. 1780. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Honourable 
© Company's Aſſignments on Farruckabad. 


* Sir, | 
iI muſt repeat my order to you to ſend forthwith 
the Dewan of the Nabob Mozuffer Jung to Luck- 
* now, that his aecounts with his Excellency the 
< Vizier may be ſettled for the laſt year, and to en- 
able his Excellency to grant his aſſignment to the 
* Honourable Company for the preſent ; and I poſi- 
« tively direct that you, immediately on receipt here- 
of, remit whatever public money may be in your 
hands to Lucknow, without any excuſe or delay 
© whatever, 
© I am, 

Sir, &c, 

© Lucknow, © (Signed) C. PURLING,” 

* 31ſt OR. 1780. 


N Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector Viier's aſſignments 
to the Company upon Farruckabad. 


Sir, 
© I have been honoured with your letter of 26th 
ultimo, with 26 bills for L. H. Sa. 40,000, drawn 
* at 11 days fight; as ſoon as realized the amount 
© ſhall be carried to the credit of the Vizier's aſſign- 
ments to the Company upon Farruckabad. 


I have the honour to be, &c.“ 
© Lucknow, | 


« 1ſt Dec. 1780.“ 
| E 45 Mr. 


— 
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2 Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 


« ſignments to the Honourable Company, upon 
+ the Nabob of Farruckdbut. 


«* Sir, 

© The ſeaſon being far advanced, and the aſſign- 
© ments granted by his Excellency the Vizier for the 
© Honourable Company, amounting to the very 
© conſiderable ſum of 6,43,000 Rs. it is very material 
* (that 1 ſhould be immediately furniſhed with a 
* Kiſtbundee of the payments you may expeft you 
© will be able to make me in liquidation of that 
* amount of the current year.; I have therefore to 
* requeſt you will furniſn me with ſuch an account as 
* ſoon as poſſible, 


© I have the honour to be, 
Lucknow, | Sit, &c.” 
th Dec. 1780.“ 2 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 
ſiguments to the Honourable Company, upon the 
© 'Nabob of Farruckabad. he” ok 


„Sir, — 
4 © In the abſence of Mr. Middleton, J have received 
1 * your letter of the 1th November, covering bills 


„ < for 20,000. Immediately upon receipt, I ſent them 
| © for acceptance, which being refuſed to the two en- 
© cloſed, I take the liberty of returning them. 

* By Dernigur Teck Chund, at Farruckabad, upon. 
*'Butchrage Berendaſs, dated 26th Aughun, at 11 
days date, 
| 1 — 35,000 | | 
= -* 1 — 2,000 | 

5z@0D . Siccas. 

* The other parts of your letter J ſhall do myſelf 
© the honour of returning an early anſwer to more at 
length. R 5 
| I have the honour to be, 

16. Bett. n, &. 5 

Lucknow, (Signed) R. JOHNSON.“ 
© 244 Dec; 1780.“ of. OF 3 | 


* 


; EIT c 
„ = - . _ -_- ' 7” 


— 
* 


7 


= — ——— —  —— — — ———— : — — —-„- 


— 5 * — 
2 RES. 
1 wo a - 


ES : 
_ 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 31 


Mr. Johnſon to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 


ſignments to the Honourable: Co on the 
6 Nabeb, of Farruckabad. me 


„Fix, | 

. © His Excellency the Viaier having received a peti- 
© tion from Hyperſaud, the renter of the Salt Petre 
farm for the preſent year, complaining, that he can- 
not get poſſeſſion of the Pans in the diſtri of Far- 
* ruckabad, he has defired me to communicate to 
« you his wiſh, that you will not only ſuffer him, but 
aſſiſt the farmer in the proſecution of this: I muſt 
© therefore join my requeſt to his Excellency's; for, 
< whether the claim is founded upon legal right, or 
«* otherwiſe, cuſtom has eſtabliſhed his Excellency's 
< excluſive privilege of granting that farm upon Far- 
_* ruckabad, in common with the reſt of his domi- 

© nions, to whomſoever he may think fit. 

91 anne (99 nen 


Lucknow, * Your moſt obedient, 
© Jan. 5th, 1781. * humble ſervant. 
P. S. A letter to the ſame purpart as this has alſo 
been written, and ſent from his Excellency the Vi- 
« zicr to the Nabob Muzuffer Jung,” 


« To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 


© fignments to the Company, on the Nabob of 
< Farruckabad. | 


Sir, 

I have been honoured with your letter of the 15th 
December laft, the receipt of which Mr. Johnſon 
has already acknowledged, in his letter of the 23d 
December, written during my abſence. 

© It gives me the greateſt concern to peruſe the 
* melancholy proſpect you afford me, in the object of 
« realizing the demands fer the preſent year upon the 
* Nabob of Farruckabad I muſt confeſs that appre- 
henſions of a ſimilar tendency had already poſſeſſed 
* me, from the uncommonly imall remittances you 
had hitherto been able to make me, at ſo advanced 
a period of the year—almoſt one third elapſed, and 
* the firſt crop off the ground. 

* Theſe alarms the more readily gained ground 
* with me, from not receiving any aſſurances from 
© you to counteract them. The conſequence was, 

2 my 
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my preparing. to aſk.from; the Vizier a remiſſion of 
© the claim upon Farruckabad, in exchange for an 
* equal' aſſignmerit upon ſome of his Excellency's 
« Aumildars,” within his on dominions: But now 
that your letter has not only confirmed, but increaſ- 
© ed thoſe alarms, I find myſelf under the neceſſity of 
making ſuch an application immediately; and ſhall 
© adviſe you of the reſullt. | 
If my ſuceeffion in this meaſure ſhould at the 
ſame time afford any relief to the diſtteſſes of the 
Nabob Muzuffer Jung, who, from What you ex- 
preſs, has at preſent barely a maintenance for him- 
ſelf, his family, and numerous relations, it will 
afford me an additional pleaſure; particularly as 
this object has expreſs ly — the principal aim 
of the Honourable Board in your preſent appoint- 
ment. | 
The Kiſtbundee cannot be taken, as you propoſe, 
from that of any former year, not only becauſe the 
total amount of the preſent claim is not fimilar to 
any former, but alfo becauſe it muſt be an official 
document, in form of an obligation, by the perſon 
in charge of the collections, agreeably to the uſual 
and univerſal mode of theſe parts, which has hither- 
to been invariably attended to by the Sizawal at Far- 
ruckabad, in whoſe place the orders of the Board 
have expreſsly placed you. | . 
II have the honour to be, 
e | 
Lucknow, (Signed) N. MIDDLETON.” 
* 8th Jan, 1781.“ . 


— 
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Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the V izier's 
aaſſiguments, cc. | 
6 Sir, | 3 

I have been honoured with your letter of the 17th 
inſtant, incloſing bills of exchange for 20,000 
Lucknow Sicca Rupees, account his Excellency the 
Vizier's aflignment on Farruckabad ; which amount, 
when paid, ſhall be paſſed to the credit of your col- 
lections. | 
9 NE © | have the honour to be, 
* Lucknow, 5 « Sir, &c.“ | 
23d Feb, 1781.” AN! 


Mr, 
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MI. Micddeton to Mr. Shee. 
. To Mr. 


George Sher, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 
+ fignments in favour of the Honourable Company 
4. on Farruckab ate. ö 


„bis e 9 

« 1 have received your letter of the gth of March, 
incloſing bills of exchange, in part of payment of 
the Vizer's aſſignment in favour. of the Honour- 
able Company, on Farruckabad; for twenty thouſand 
© rupees; Which amount, when received, ſhall 
carried tg the credit of your collections. 
Lucknow, © I have the honour to be, 

* 15th March 1781. Sir, &c, 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector, &c. Farruckabad. 


1.6 Bt, {a 

] have been favoured with the receipt of your let- 
ter, under date 23d inſtant, covering bills of ex- 
change for twenty thouſand Rupees, in part pay- 
ment of the Vizier's aſſignment to the Honourable 
Company, on Farruckabad. The amount, when 
received, ſhall be paſſed io the credit of your col- 


lections. | 
RR I haye the honour to be, 
Bi, 
Lucknow, Vour moſt obedient, 
* 25th Mar, 1781. humble ſervant, 
____ (Signed)” N. MIDDLETON.' 


. 
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Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 
« ſfignments to the Honourable Company on Far- 
* ruckabad. 8 


Sir, : 755 | 
© | have been favoured with your letter of the gth 
_  * inſtant, covering 13 bills of exchange for Lucknow 
* Haullie Siccas 25,000. As ſoon as realized, the 
amount ſhall be carried to the credit of the Vizier's 
* aſhignments to the Company on Farruckabad. 
| I I have the honour to be, 

| A „„ > 7: 

Lucknow, Fours, &c.* 

+4 13th April 1781. 


« Mr 


3 NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 
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© Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 
ſignments to the Company on Farruckabad. 


« Sir, NEON 

© I have been honoured with the receipt of your 
letter of the 3oth ultimo, covering bills of exchange 
© for Lucknow Sicca Rupees thirty thouſand, on ac- 
© count of his Excellency the Vizier's aflignmeats to 
the Company on Farruckabad; the amount, when 
received, ſhall be carried to the credit of your col- 
© leftions. | 


« Lucknow, I I have the honour to be, 
„ 3d May 1781. Sir, &e.” 


Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Vizier's aſ- 
« ſfignments to the Honourable Company upon 
, F arr uckabad. . 4. : 


© Sir, F, 

Being engaged in ſettling my laſt year's accounts 
* with his Excellency the Nabob Vizier, I muſt re- 
« queſt you will as ſpeedily as poſſible inform me of 
the extent of what I have to expect the total receipt 
from Farruckabad will amount to for the year 1188; 
and ſhould you have any balance in hand, that you 
* will be pleaſed to remit it to me. 

© I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 
Lucknow, * Your moſt obedient, 
* 28th Oct. 1781. J © huzable ſervant.” 


Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, Collector of the Company's 
* aſſignments on the Nuſſerana of Farruckabad, 


Fir, 

Should you have any money to remit me on ac- 
count of your collections, either for the paſt or the 
preſent year, I requeſt you will be pleaſed to pay it 
into the hands of Mr. George Day, Paymaſter to 
the Futty Ghur detachment, for the uſe of the 
troops at that ſtation. 

. « I am, Sir, 
© Lucknow, «* Your moſt obedient, 
3iſt Oct. 1781, humble — 

A 


LY 
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Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee, 
EC" IEEE | FD, 

© His Excellency the Nabob Vizier having entruſk- 
ed Almas Ally Cawn with the adjuſtment and rea- 
liz ing of his claims on the Nabob of Farruckabad, 
Jam to requeſt you will be pleaſed to make over to 
6 him, or ſuch agent as he may depute, an account 
of your collections, as it may ſtand at the time of 
his arrival, with ſuch other vouchers and official 
documents as may be neceſſary, to enable him to 
c aſcertain the actual ſum he will have to demand of 
< Muzuffer Jung on the Vizier's account.—I farther 
© requeſt that you will alſo tranſmit me copies of all 
© accounts and papers that you may deliver to Almas 
Ally Cawn, on his delegate; — I am, 

Sir, 

Lucknow, Vour moſt obedient, 

< 3th Nov. 1 781. humble ſervant.“ 


„Mr. Middleton to Mr. Shee. 


To Mr. George Shee. 
„ Sir, | 

© J have the honour to incloſe the original of an 
© order to you from the Honourable the Governor 
General, dated * 3d September laſt. 

„ 

Lucknow, 6 Your moſt obedient, 
Sch Nov. 1781. 5 humble ſervant,” 


To Major Thomas Scott, commanding at Jayes. 
c Sir, EY | 
„There being immediate ſervice for a regiment at 
* Farruckabad, I have written to Major Lumſdaine 
to ſend a detachment to occupy your ſtation ; but as 
I do not ſuppoſe any material inconveniency can 
occur from your marching before the arrival of 
Major Lumſdaine, I muſt requeſt, in concurrence 
with. the deſire of the Nabob Vizier, that you will 
© immediately take the ſhorteſt road to Futty Ghur, 

where you will receive further .1nſtruftion, * * 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 

| "TX our e, Ke. 

* Lucknow, (Signed) R. JOHNSON, 
h Actg. Reſident. 
l beg to be mtormed of the route you meair to * 2 
| « Mr. 
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Mr. Johnſon to Major Thomas Scott. 


© To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 8th re- 
* giment marching to Farruckabad. 
« bir, | : 
© The duty you are marching upon to Farrucka- 
* bad, is to eſtabliſh an agent going on behalf of the 
* Nabob Vizier to demand and collect the tribute due 
1 * from the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. 
14 By the laſt advices, the chief manager of the Na- 
1h * bob Mozuffer Jung's affairs, named Subkit ulla 
* Khan, has reſolved to ſe this meaſure ; but 
no information upon this ſabjeR is to be relied upon 
but what you may obtain upon your arrival, or 
* from Mahomed Seyed Khan, and pay Hananund, 
the agents going from the Nabob Vizier; the latter 
of theſe two is the man upon whoſe knowledge and 
* exertions dependance is placed in the execution of 
this truſt, and with him yon will be pleaſed to con- 
„ ſult upon the nature of ſuch ſupport as he may re- 
* quire in his buſineſs. 
1 have the honour to be, 


Sir 
£ Lucknow, © Your moſt obedient, 
* gth Sept. 1982. humble ſervant.” 


Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scot. 


To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the zd re- 
« giment on its march to Farruckabad. 


© Sir, &," 

I have had the honour to receive your letter of the 
* 11th inſtant from Cawnpore, | 

I am preparing inſtructions for your guidance, 
© which will be diſpatched ſo as to reach you by the 
* time of your arrival at Futty Ghur. 

I have the honour to be, 

Lucknow, « Sir, 

* x6th Sept. 1782. © Your's, &.“ 


© Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 


© To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d re- 
+ giment on its march to Farruckabad. 


8 3 | 
6.1 have received the honour of your letter of the 
* 14th inſtant, and am much concerned to hear Mt 
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© the treatment you met with at Billour. I hope the 
proper reſentment” you ſhewed to ſuch unwarrant- 
© able condoct will be the means of exempting you 
from from any future inſults of the ſame ſort. 
* The only inſtructions I have at preſent to give 
6 you for the guidance of your conduct at Farrucka- 
< bad, I have forwarded to Roy Heranund, to be de- 
© livered to you on your arrival. | 
© T have the honour to be, 
« Lucknow, ' Sir, 


nsch Sept. 1782, © Yours, Kc.“ 


* Mr. Middlcton to Major Thomas Scott. 


© To Major Thomas Scott, commanding the 3d re- 
NY — on its march to Farruekabad. 


* 


h | | 
I, upon your arrival with the Sezawal and his 
* Dewan at Farruckabad, yon ſhould find no danger 
of any oppeſition, or perſonal danger to them, you 
will be pleaſed to proceed on, through Berelley, to 
* Cazem Ally Khan, colleQor of the diſtriłts in Ro- 
* hijcund, which lately formed the Jagheer and Jai- 
* dads'of Letafut Ally Than, and give him ſuch ſup- 
port in his buſineſs as he may require. 

* It may be uſeful to jnform you, for your guid- 
* ance, that the Sezawal of Farruckabad bas one 
« thouſand Nejeebs allowed him, by the Nabob Vi- 
Eier, for his-defence ——From which you will be 
able to judge how far he may be ſafe without your 


© aid, WOES | 
| © I have the honour to be, | 
4 Lucknow, 8 | 6 Sir, RT 2 
* 19th Sept. 1782. (ours, &c.” 


© Mr. Middleton to Major Thomas Scott. 


< To Major Thomas Scott, comman 
« ruckabad. 
2 Sir, 


* I have been honoured with the receipt of your 
* favours of the 22d and 25th inſtant. 

Im much ſurprized at Mahomed Seyed Khan, 
* and Roy Haranund's not having been to wait upon 
1 pau 1 bave wrote to them my ſentiments of ſuch 
behaviour. . 
© By a letter I haye this day received from the 
* © Sezawal, he informs me your-preſence is abſolutely 

OY F . neceſſary. 


ding at Far- 


# 


TAK ATDDLETON. 


© neceſſary. I muſt, therefore, requeſt you will re- 
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main where you ate, and afford him every aſſiſtance 

in your power, till 12 receive further inflro&ions. 
I have the honour to be, 

Lucknow, du, y 

29th Sept. 1782. © Yours, &c.* 


Fo To Nathanjel Middleton, Eſquire. 
Sir 8 
I fend by the bearer bills of exchange amounting 


to forty thouſand Rupees, and requeſt you will di- 


rect him where to carry them. 
. - © ] am, Sir, &c. 
(Signed) * GEORGE SHEE.” 


1 To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 
e Sir, 
The buſy ſcene in which I have for ſome days 


paſt been engaged, will, IJ hope, obtain me your ex- 


cuſe, for not having before this time acknowledged 


the receipt of your letter, dated the 5th inſtant, 


which I had the honour 'of receiving previous to 
my arrival at this place. 
. A farmer, of the —— of here Raſla 3 
aving repeatedly applied to me for military aid, aſ- 
faring 1 that ooleſ I afforded it to — he had 
no proſpect of collecting any part of the revenues 
of ſeveral Pergunnahs which he rents from the 
Nabob Muzuffer Jung, and which are made over 
to his Excellency the Vizier, I determined to give 
him ſuch aſſiſtance as I had power to grant, ſhould 
I find its operations neceſſary; but previouſly to 
endeavour, by fair means, to bring the refradk 
Zemindars to reaſon, On my arrival at this place. 
I found that his repreſentation was juſt, and that 


the obſtruction to his collections was occaſioned 


principally by the conduct of a Zemindar of the 
name of Porty Sing, who, preſuming upon the 
ſtrength of a fort that he poſſeſſed, and a garriſon 
which he had collected, compoſed of May Walties, 
and other freebooters, not only refuſed to pay his 
revenues, but formed a league with the neighbour- 
ing Zemindars, ſent parties to plunder the ſur- 
rounding country, and inſtead of obeying my ſum- 
mons to attend and ſettle his annual Bundabuſt, 
fired at my people when they arrived within gun 
ſhot of his fort, which, aſter ſuch conduct, I thought 
it abſolutely neceſſary to attack. * P 

1 For 
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For want of battering cannon, or any kind of 
artillery, but three honeycomb field pieces, I am 
obliged, in carrying on my approaches, to have re- 
courſe to the tedious proceſs of ſap. However, as 
I have now advanced, and am ſecurely intrenched 
within fifty yards of the Rampart, I hope in three 
days at furtheſt to put the farmer in poſſeſſion of the 
fort, which will enable him to make an immediate 
ſettlement and collection of his revenues, and pre- 
vent any Zemindar in future from withholding his 
Kiſt, on a ſuppoſition that his fort is not to be 
taken, as few others can be found in this country 
ſo ſtrong as Vizier Gunge, I was induced myſelf 
to take this neceflary ſervice, from his Excellency 
the Vizier having, on a former occaſion, when [ 
applied for the affiſtance of a battalion from Futty 
hur, refuſed me any kind of military aid ; and 
acquainted me, through the Reſident at his Court, 
that I muſt truſt to the Nuzzeibs allowed me to affiſt 
in my collections, for ſuch ſervices as ſhould be 
found neceſlary. Should I ſucceed againſt Vizier 
Gunge, and be able to make a tempory ſettlement 
in Marara, I hope not to have further occaſion for 
military force for ſome time, as the collections in 
the reſt of the Pergunnabs are made as faſt as can 
be expected, conſidering the dearth of rain, and 
ſcanty firſt crop the lands have of courſe produced. 
It is at preſent utterly impoſhble for me to deter- 
mine, with any degree of accuracy, what amount 
I ſhall be able to remit in the courſe of the preſent 
year, in liquidation of his Excellency's demands on 
the Nabob Mozuffer Jung. But, conſidering to 
how trifling a ſum the collections of Farruckabad, 
for the laſt three years, amounted, the late want of 
rain, and the neceſſity of leaving in the hands of the 
Nabob, his family, and numerous relations and 


followers, at leaſt a maintenance, I ſhould conceive 


the ſum ſpecified in his Excellency the Vizier's aſ- 
ſignments exceeds by much that which I thall be 
able to remit. I can only ſay, that no effort ſhall, 
on my part, be wanting to render the latter as con- 
ſiderable as poffible. I ſhall in all probability be 
able to form an opinion upon the ſubje& with 
greater preciſion in the courſe of a few days, when 1 
purpoſe Lene to Lucknow. In the interim, a copy 
of the Kiſt Bundie of any former ycar would, I 
conceive, be the beſt guide that could be found in 


forming one for the preſent ; as it cannot well be 


' 


expected, conſidering my ſhort refidence in this 
2 8 place, 
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place, the preſent ſtate of the country, &c. that any 
< conſiderable increaſe of this year's revenue will be 
« poſſible. „ 

© Incloſed you will be pleaſed 3 way 1 of 
© exchange, amounting to twenty thouſand Rupees, 
© in I payment of the Nabob Mozuffer ui 
+ bute to his Excellency the Vizier. . 

© ] have the honour to be, 


< Curſance, Sir, &. 
15th Dec. 1780. * GEORGE SHEE.” 
* To Nathaniel Middleton, Efq. . 
4 Sir, ; 


* 


© T have the honour to ineloſe bills of exchange, 
© amounting to Lucknow Rupees 33,606. 14. on ac- 
count his Excellency the Va s aſſiguments to 
the Honourable Company on Farruckabad. 
6 1 50 Sir, &c. 
© Farruckabad, G. 8H E E.“ 
* 19th January 1781.“ 


. © To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. 
6 Sir, | 

© I have the honour to incloſe your bills of ex- 
* change for twenty thouſand Lucknow Sicca Rupees, 
* on account his 12323 the Vizier's aſſignments 
* on Farruckabad. 

| | © I have the honour to be, 

© Farruckabad, © Sir, &c. : 
* 17th February 1781. G. SHEE. 


* To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 

Sir 

Incloſed you will pleaſe to receive bills of ex- 
© change for twenty thouſand Rupees, on account his 
« Excellency's aſſignments to the Honourable Com- 
* pany on Farruckabad, 

© I am, Sir, &c. 


- © Farruckabad, - GEORGE SHEE. 
* 23d March 1781. 


* To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 
Sir, | 

* Incloſed you will pleaſe to receive bills of ex- 
* change on Lucknow, amounting to twenty-five 
© thouſand Rupees, which I requeſt you will pals to 
© the credit of my collections. 

* Farruckabad, © I am, Sir, &c. 
* gth April 1781. GEORGE * 
To 
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To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 
© Jr | To, | 
© Inclofed you will pleaſe to receive thirty thouſand 
© Rupees in bills of exchange on Lucknow, on ac- 
© count of his Excellency's „ the honour- 
able Company on Farruckabad. 
| © I am, Sir, &c. 
© Farruckabad, GEORGE SHEE.” 
s 3oth April. 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Collector Ge- 
1 © neral, &c. Lucknow. 
Sir, 


I have the honour to incloſe bills of exchange on 
Lucknow for half a lack of Rupees, for which I 


* requeſt you will pleaſe to give credit to the collec- 
* tions under my charge. 


© I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
© Your moſt obedient, and 
+ moſt humble ſervant, 
© (Signed) GEORGE SHEE, 
< Farruckabad, Collector of the Vizier's 
+ 20th May 1781. * affignments at Farruckabad.* 


© To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſq. Collector General, 
& c. Lucknow. 
„„ | 
I had the honour to addreſs you on the 20th ul- 
* timo, incloſing bills of exchange for fifty thouſand 
Rupees, on account the collections under m 
charge. The intention of my preſent addreſs is 
* ſolely to cover a remittance of forty- ſix thouſand 
* two hundred and ninety- three Rupees two Annas, 
© on the ſame account. X 
* I have the honour to be, 
Sid, 
Vour moſt obedient. 
c humble ſervant, 
(Signed) GEORGE SHEE. 
Farruckabad, Collector of the Vizier's 
töth June 1781. aſſignments on Farruckabad.” 


R. To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire. 

Sir | BF: 

© Some thieves having broke into Licutenant 
* Hutchinſon's Bungalow here a few nights ago, and 


* robbed him, he diſpatched Hircarrahs in queſt of 


* them, 
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them, who came up with them in Farruckabad, 
where they had been detected in the ſame practices, 
and where a crowd had aſſembled round them. One 
of the thieves in the ſcuffle dropt a white 
Chillumchee, belonging to Licutenant Hutchinſon, 
which his Hircarrahs knowing, they immediately 
called for aſſiſtance, when four fellows, who had 
committed the robbery, were apprehended and con- 
fined in a guard which Mr. Shee the Collector 
mounts in Farruckabad. 

* As I underſtand this gentleman is under your 
orders, I requeſt you will be pleaſed to inform me, 
as ſoon as poſſible, whether he is inveſted with the 
government of that city, and with the excluſive 
power there, as it would ſeem by his letter to Cap- 
tain Serymgcour, in reply to a note which he had 
ſent him by my direction, (a copy of which correſ- 
pondence I have the honour to incloſe you,) that 
he conſiders himſelf in this light, by declaring that 
he has guards there, and that he ſhould not have 
delivered up the priſoners, had they ſtill been in his 
cuſtody ; his exception to Captain Serymgcor's note 
is certainly without reaſon, and his anſwer to it 
very 1mproper. 

I wrote to the Nabob of Farruckabad, requeſting 
he would deliver up the priſoners in queſtion ; but 
he declines it, through apprehenſion of the collector, 
and declares he has no power to put his orders in exe- 
cution : as this is the cafe, 1 ſhall not take the pri- 
ſoners per force out of his jail, but ſhall order a de- 
tachment of ſufficient ſtrength to take poſt in the 
city for the purpoſe of apprehending perſons ac- 
cuſed of crimes committed in Cantonments ; and 
the officer commanding this detachment will have 
my orders to perform his duty, whatever oppoſition 
he may meet with, and from whatever quarter it 
comes. I have informed the Nabob of Farrucka- 
bad, that all perſons committing crimes in Far- 
ruckabad, or the furtounding diſtricts, (not being 
Sepoys or followers of the camp,) ſhould be deli- 
vered up on his application; and that I expect he 
will pay the ſame attention to my application to 
him, it being neceſſarv, for the ſake of example, 
that criminals ſhould, if poſſible, be puniſhed on 
the ſpot where the crime was n 

As I conſider Mr. Shee as being under your or- 
ders, I ſhall take no ſtep therefore towards ſending 
troops into the city, till I receive your anſwer to 


„this letter. I was given to underſtand, that Mr. 


„ Shes 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 43 
Shee was only to be confidered as a collector, and 


that the government and executive power were veſt- 
< ed in the Nabob; but it appears, that Mr. Shee 
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confiders all the officers of government as under 
his direction, and iſſues bis orders to them as ſuch, 
and that the Nabob of Farruckabad alſo receives 
his orders. I requeſt you will give him directions 
to defiſt from any interference with the government 
of the city, the near neighbourhood of which ren- 
ders it a very convenient aſylum for all perſons 
guilty of crimes in theſe Cantonments. 
© The Governor General being inveſted with the 
full powers of government, during his abſence from 
the prefidency, I ſhall take occaſion to ſtate this 
matter to him, when I have the honour of ſeein 
him ; but the poſting troops in the city will de- 
pend on your anſwer, 

| © I am, &c. 


Head Quarters, JOHN CUMMING.” 


Futty Ghur, Aug. iſt. 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at 
Lucknow. | 
« Sir, | 
© In obedience to the commands of the Honourable 
the Governor General, I beg leave to ſend, accom- 
panying this, an account of my collections and 
diſburſements, to the time of my removal from 
office; alſo ſuch other papers as were in my poſſeſ- 
ſion regarding the V izier's aſſignments on Farrucka- 
bad, agreeable to the following liſt. | 
© I have the honour to be, 
. & Sir, 8 
Vour moſt obedient ſervant, 


« Lucknow, (signed) GEORGE SHEE.” 
6th Dec. 1781.“ 


* 


40 Farmers bonds as | particular liſt. 
, SET 


Jumma Wauſſool B „ for 1187. 
*£ Dittl — — for 1188. 
© Ditto — — for 1189. 


* 14 Shroffs Rookas, for Rs. 8137. 
* Atteſted copies of each Farmer's Phurd Wuſſool, 
ſigned and ſealed by him, ſpecifying the exact 
* ſum he has paid me to the time of my removal. 
Paper explaining the Phurd Wuſſools 
« Ditto explaining the Bonds. | | 
The Aumil Deepchund's Wauſſool Baukey, 3 
* papers, 5 
Wauſ- 
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NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 


Wauſſaulath of the Purgunnahs of Cumpull, 
© Caimgunge, Sawar, Pattially,, | 
''« Hyſab . Khurtch between the Vizier and 
© the Collector. Matte e 
Ditto between the Nabob Murzuffer Jung and 
- © ©-theColletor, ON | 
'© ſumma Wauſſool Baukey of the Vizier's de- 
_ * mands and receipts from Farruckabad. 
© Atteſted copy of the Nabob Murzuffer Jung's 
© Naib's declaration regarding the adjuſtment of 
© the Farmers accounts.“ gs Sis ol 


« To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the 
© Vizier's Court. 5 
Fir, | | 
© I beg leave to ſend you with this two Elephants, 


© which were received by a former Sizawal of Far- 


* ruckabad, from one of the Aumils, as a ſecurity 
* for a balance due by him of five thoufand Rupees. 
Finding the recovery of this ſum impracticable, I 
thought it adviſeable to bring with me the Ele- 
* phanits; 2nd T beg you will be pleaſed to credit my 
collections for their amount. ri 
© I have the honour to be, 
* Sir, $51 *. 
| £ Your moſt obedient ſervant, 

Lucknow, (Signed) GEORGE SHEE.“ 

* 10th Dec. 1981, D 


| + To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the 


« Vizaer's Court. 
Sir, * 

I have been honoured with the receipt of your 

6 letter, dated the 14th ultimo, direCting that I tranſ- 


mit you every authentic information I can give on 


the ſubject of the late Raja Cheit Sing's intrigues 
at Farruckabad ; alſo, that I acquaint you of the 
« ſtate of that country, and diſpoſition of its inhabi- 
« tants, during the late rebellion at Benares. 

© In obedience to your command, I beg leave to 
inform you, that though I had it not in my power, 
« at the period to which you allude, to intercept any 
letter from the rebel Cheit Sing to the Nabob of 
Farruckabad, or by other means to obtain any do- 


_ + -cument on which to found a poſitive charge of diſ- 


affection againſt any particular individual of note, 
Thad ſtill grounds ſufficient to produce in my mind 
the moſt poſitive conviction, that a large body of 
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Patans, impatiently waiting a favourable 1 
to join any power hoſtile to the Company or adverſe 
to his Excellency the Vizier. 

For near three weeks, the town of Morva Place, 
diſtant about ten Coſs from Farruckabad, has exhi- 
bited a continued ſcene of warlike preparation.— 
During this period, I repeatedly ſent perſons, on 
whoſe veracity I could rely, to obtain intelligence 
regarding the object 33 by ſuch armament; 
and the infotmation I uniformly received was, that 
the Nabob Murzuffer Jung had privately ordered 
ſeveral Patan chiefs to collect their followers, and 
hold themſelves in readineſs to join his ſtandard at 
a moment's warning.— I was more inclincd to give 
credit to this intelligence than I otherwiſe ſhould 
have been, from a circumſtance I have already had 
the honour to communicate to you, namely, the 
Goſain Ilimut Bahadur, and a perſon of the name 
of Maharban Kan, formerly Naib to Murzuffer 
Jung, having ſeparately written letters, the originals 
of which are in my poſſeſſion, to an Aumil of note 
in the country of Farruckabad, enjoining him, in 
the moſt preſſing terms, to prepare magazines of 
grain and other neceſſaries for an army, which they 
aſſured him would accompany them, in the courſe 
of a very few days, into lis the Aumil's Purgun- 
nas, from the country of Nudjiff Cawn ; and di- 
recting him, on no pretence, to pay any part of his 
revenues to any perſon whatever, previous ta their 
arrival, Were the Nabob Murzuffer Jung poſſeſſed 
of judgment ſufficient to diſtinguiſh right from 
wrong, or to determine between that line of politi- 
cal conduct which tended to the adyancement of his 
intereſt, and that likely to cauſe his ruin, I ſhould 
not conceive a poſhbility of his entering into cor- 
reſpondence with the enemies of thoſe by whoſe 
protection he exiſts ; but, when his natural weak- 
neſs is conſidered, the perpetual courſe of debauchery 


and diſſipation in which he lives, and the corrup- 


tion and baſeneſs of the perſons by whoſe counſels 
he is ruled, I muſt confeſs, there is no act of folly, 


political or private, I ſhould think too great in de- 


gree for him to perform. | 
I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 2 
| © Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
© Farruckabad, (Signed) GEORGE SHEE.' 
18th Nov. 1781.” 
To 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 


To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, Reſident at the Vi- 
| « zier's Court, . 
Sir, | } 
© I have this day been honoured with your letter 


© of the 22d inſtant. Agreeable to your orders, I 
< ſhall march for Farruckabad, and halt at F utty 


0 
5 
—_ 


fame night, by the route of Surajapore, Mucken- 


Ghur, until I receive further inſtructions, 

* I ſhall begin my march, immediately upon my 
being joined by the two companies at Sumroota, 
croſs the Ganges at Dalmow, and take the route 
of Corah, Chychindy, and near by Kenoge, as it 
is the beſt route for uns, and of conſequence the 
ſhorteſt, As part of my ammunition is damaged, 
I would beg a letter from you to Colonel Morgan, 


to have ſerviceable ammunition ſent me to Chy- 


chindy, in lieu of it, for which I ſhall indent, that 
I may not be detained. == 
© I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 
Vours, &c. 
* (Signed) THO. SCOTT, 

Camp, near Peernagur, Major 3d Reg. Sepoys.” 
* 25th Aug. 1782. 


. Camp, near Peernagur, 28tth Aug. 1782. 
Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you, that being 
joined by the companies I had at Sumroota, I leave 
Peernagur with my detachment this night. 

| © I have the honour to be, dir, 

© Yours, &c. 
© (Signed) THO. SCOTT, Major 
* Commanding a detach, ad Brigade.“ 

To Richard Johnſon, Eſquire, 

* Refident at the Vizier's Court.“ 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Refident at the 
. © Vizier's Court, Lucknow. 
6 Bar; 

© acquainted Mr. Johnſon. of my having left the 
detachment and proceeded by Dawk to Cawnpore, 
to have a ſupply of ammunition in place of what I 
had damaged, and which was abſolutely neceſſary 
to have. has ON 

* The detachment will be at Chychindy to-morrow 
marning; every thing will be in readineſs for them 
by the 12th, and I ſhall march them from that the 


- © pore, 
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pore, &c. to Futty Ghur. I was juſt now acquaint- 
ed by Major Mac Donald of your being at Luck- 
* now, or would have done myſelf the honour t 
have addreſſed you on my arrival. 
I have the honour to be, 
5 Sir, | 
« Your, &c. 
* (Signed) * THO. SCOTT, Major 
0 * Commanding a detach. 2nd Brigade. 
© Cawnpore, : 
«© 10th Sept. 1782.” 


: * Camp near Farruckabad, Sept. 22d, 1782. 
Sir | | 
have been honoured with your letter of the 19th 


* inſtant; and ſhall, if there appears any danger of 


© oppoſition to the Sezawal and his Dewan, remain 
* a few days longer, and afterwards proceed, agree- 
able to your inſtructions, through Berelly, to Cazan 
Ally Ken. Collector of the diſtricts in Rohil- 
cund. | 

© I was reached upon, the day after my arrival, by 
* Subkt Ulla Khan; and gave him my advice, to 
comply with the orders ſent him. I as yet have 
* not ſeen Ray Harranund, nor Mahomed Seyed 
Khan, from which I conclude they have no danger 
of oppoſition to their meaſures ; as, if they had, I 
make no doubt they would have been with me ſome 
days ago, and paid me every mark of attention: 
When I {ee them, I ſhall be better able to judge 
© how matters are, and act accordingly. | 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
* Your's, &c, 
(Signed) THO. SCOTT, 

To Nath. Middleton, Major commanding,” 

« Eſq. Reſidt. at the 

Court of the Vizier.” 


Major Thomas Scott to Mr. Middleton. 


Sir, | 


* At the requeſt of the Sezawal and his Dewan, * 


* have agreed to remain here until I have your 

* anſwer. They think they are not in fafety, if 1 

* ſhould march from this; but, as ſo many batta- 

* lions are faid to be upon their road here, I think I 

may with ſafety w_ this; and the buſineſs, at all 
2 


events, 
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NATHANIEL MIDDLE'TON; 
events, will be eaſily tranſacted when; the troops 


arrive. 


1 have the honour to be, Sir, 
| Len dre, on 
(Signed) THO, SCOTT.” 
Camp near Farruckabad, 1 
* 25th Sept. 1782.“ 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Reſident at the 
ä Court of the Vinier. | 
Sir, 4 up: 
1 have the honour of your letter of the 29th 
Sept. and ſhall, agreeable to your orders, remain at 
this place, and afford ſuch aſſiſtance to the Sezawal 
as he may deem iequiſite, until I receive your fur- 
ther orders. HEL 
It appears, from what I can learn, that the de- 
« mands of the Sezawal will not be complied with, 
« unleſs force is uſed; and, from the diſpoſition of 
< the country, and the Patans in Farruckabad, it muſt 
be uſed with caution, otherways the Sezawal and 
© his Dewan would be cut off before they could be 
aſſiſted from my camp. | 
© I have the honour to be, 


"ou —AI—„— 
" 7 BY Th. 


Sir, 
enen 
(Signed) THO. SCOTT, 
Camp near Farruckabad, Major Comg." 


* iſt Ottober, 1782.” 


c Camp near Farruckabad, 6th Oct. 1782. 


To Nathaniel Middleton, Eſquire, Refident at the 
Court of the Vizier. 
oo ng? 2-5; | 
I have ſeen Herranun, but it is ſeveral days ago; 
neither do I know from him, nor Mahomed Seyd 
Khan, any thing of their tranſactions; but from 
other channels J have learned as much as induces 
me to believe, that Meer Subkt Ulla is collecting 
we more people ; he has now more than 1500, moſtly 
1 * Patans, about his houſe, where he remains ſhut up: 
= © he uſed frequently to come to my camp, -but of late 
* has not. | | 
© The attendants of the Sezawal and the Naib's 
© people are daily quarrelling ; I expect therefore, 
© hourly, there will be a diſturbance in Farruckabad, 
© and ſhould be glad I ITRNESETIN, 
| | + e 
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The ſtreets are narrow, houſes high, and of 
tone in brick, and gateways ſeveral within the 
town. The houſe that the Naid Meer Subt Ulla 
is now in is large, and well incloſed, on which the 
6 pounder, I intended carrying for field ſervice, 
would have no impreſſion 3 I ſhould be happy that 
a couple of 12 or 18 pounders were ſent me, with 


aa a Ä = 


Lucknow, which would place me in a ſituation that 
I could aſſert, and open myſelf a way, if occaſion 
required it, There are iron 18 pounders that I 
brought up to Suja Ull Dowlah in the Rohilla 
* campaign, which are good, and would anſwer all 
« purpoles, 5 5 | 
As I am, ſhould Subkt Ulla Khan, the Naib, 
* commence an attack, and keep in the town, my 
« ſituation would be very awkward indeed. 
© J have the honour to be, 
Sir, your, &c. 
(Signed) THO. SCOTT, Major, 
* Commanding at Farruckabad.” 


To Nathaniel Middleton, . Reſident at the 
Court of the Vizier. 
Sir, 
Since I did myſelf the honour to addreſs you laſt, 


< every thing is ſettled here; the former Naib, Subkt 
Ulla Khan, has left the country, and the people he 


© had collected diſperſed; and, as Mahomed Sud 


Kan, the Sezawul, acquaints me he has no further 
* occaſion for aſſiſtance, I ſhall be happy to be ho- 


* noured with your orders reſpecting my marching, or 
remaining here. 


I have the honour to, be, 
* Sir, your very, &c. &c. 


© (Signed) THO, SCOTT, 
Camp near Farruckabad, Major Commanding.” 
© 20th October 1782.“ 


To the Honourable Board. 


* Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 
© I have been duly honoured with your letter of 
© the 22d ultimo, appointing Mr. George Shee, in 


© the place of the native Sezawal, to collect the Vi- 


* zier's aſſignment to the Company on the Nabob of 
< Farruckabad. . 


Mr. Shee having been ſome days arrived, has re- 
* ceived my inſiructions, and the neceſiaty 1 
an 


ſufficient ammunition and people for them, from 
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and informations, to fulfil the intentions of his a 
* pointment, and will ſet off for Farruckabad this 
© evening. 

It having always been cnftomary for the Nabob 
© to grant a Perwannah on a new appointment of 
© this kind, I yeſterday waited upon his Excellency 
* with Mr. Shee, and informed him that Mr. Shce 
* had waited on him to take his leave, to proceed to 
* his appointment, and that I requeſted he would 
give his Perwannah. His Excellency anſwered, that 
the T uncaw was given to the Company, and that 
the appointment was at my diſpoſal, but declincd 
giving the Perwannah. 

© I am, with reſpect, &c. &c. 

* Lucknow, * (Signed) C. PURLING.* 

* 175th June 1780.“ 
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£ To the Honovrable Board. 


© Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, | 

As difference of opinion having ariſen between 
« Mr. Shee and me, concerning Mozuffer Jung's 
* annual deputation of a perſon to the Nabob Vizier, 
in order to adjuſt the accounts of the paſt, and 
the demand for the enſuing year, I beg leave to 
tranſmit you our correſpondence on this ſubject, 
and hope you will be pleaſed to ſignify your deter- 
mination thereon. . 

Mr. Shee has deſired I will likewiſe tranſmit you 
2 correſpondence concerning a recommendation [I 
made to him for the acceptance of a propoſal from 
Almaſs Ally Khaun, and the reduction of the fort 
of Nedouly, in the province of Farruckabad. 

I am, with reſpect, 
4 Honourable Sir, and Gentlemen, 

s Yours, &c. &c. 
Lucknow, (Signed) C. PURLING.“ 


«> @ © a 


OR. 7th, 1780.” 


To the Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor 
| © General, & c. &c. &c. 
Sit, 
I have herewith the honour to ſubmit to you, an 
© account of my current claims for the preſent year 
© upon the Nabob Vizier, amounting to Rupees 
70, 99,882, for which amount I have received aſ- 
* fignments, as per the incloſed lift, for Rupees 
* 76,38, 114, in which I have been neceſſitated to in- 
<* clude the Nabob's demand for the current year _ 
. | | 6 ar- 
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'< Farruckabad; and as his Excellency has now to- 
c tally withdrawn his Sezawool from the colleQion of 
it, as well as every intetference whatever, I beg I 
may be honoured with your inſtructions, whether 
Muzuffer Jung is to pay the amount at the Prefi- 
dency, or, as uſual, to me. Khyragur is in the 
ſame predicament, the Vizier having no authority 
over the preſent Aumil ; the reſt I have little doubt 
of receiving. For the large balance now dne from 
the Nabob, I am given ſtrong hopes of receiving 
aſſetts from the funds expected by the recovery of 
the Nabob's paternal eſtate, hitherto withheld by 
his mother, but which he has now demanded. The 
reſult is yet in ſuſpence; as ſoon as any certaint 
of the grounds of this expectation can be deter- 
mined, and may come to my knowledge, I ſhall 
not fail to impart it to you. 0 

© The new regulation of reſuming the Jaghires is 
.carrying into execution in every part of theſe ex- 
tenſive provinces, and when effected, will afford a 
very material increaſe in the Nabob's revenues. 

, The order of 7 lacks upon them could not be 
increaſed this year, as, before the ſeizure can be 
compleated, the collections upon the firſt crop will 
be over; beſides which, many of the Jaghetdars 
having ſtrong family claims upon the Nabob, he 
© has been obliged to aſſign ready money payment in 
lieu of the rents of the lands. 

I have the honour to be, &c: &c. 
(Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON.? 


© Lucknow, 
« zoth Dec 1781.“ 
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Extract of a Letter from Nath. Middleton to the 
* Honourable Warren Haſtings, Governor Gene- 
© ral, and the members of the Supreme Council, 


Fort William; dated Lucknow, the yth Sep- 
tember 1782. 


* Upon the 6th Article, the Honourable Board 
© have anticipated my reply, by adverting to what 
they conjecture may have been the cauſe of the total 
* failure in the collections from Farruckabad, which 
* was, as they have juſtly ſuppoſed, an improper ad- 
vantage taken by Murzuffer Jung of the mediation 
employed with the Nabob Vizier in his behalf. I 
have therefore, immediately upon receipt of your 
orders, withdrawn all mediation and interference 
* which ſtood between the Nabob Vizier and the col- 
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NATHANIEL MIDDLETON. 


lection of his tribute from Farruckabad, and afford- 
ed him the aſſiſtance directed, by ſending a regi- 
ment to ſupport the Sezawal appointed by his Ex- 


« cellency for the collection of the tribute of the en- 
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ſuing year, and have added my inſtructions to the 
ſame agent, to collect the afſignment of ſeven and 
half lacks, firſt above-mentioned, upon the tribute 
and balances due to the end of the current year ; 
and as I have anticipated the ſucceſs of this truſt, 
by raiſing this amount among the other balances, as 
above ſtated, I have the ſatisfaftion to reflect that 
the Honourable Board will not even fecl the incon- 
veniency ariſing from the delay that the mediation 
in favour of Murzuffer Jung has occafioned, 
© It may be proper to explain, that the exceſs of 
diſburſements beyond the eſtimated amount, has 
ariſen from two cauſes——the firſt was, that the 
troops of Futty Ghur, and Mr. Wombwell's office 
and eftabliſhment, received their pay and allowances 
beyond the date ſtipulated by treaty, (upon which 
the eſtimate was made,) becauſe the Nabob's finan- 
ces not being adequate to the immediate diſcharge 
of their balances, and this being a previous condi- 
tion of the treaty, their pay and uſual diſburſements 
went on, until they could be fully paid up. 
Secondly, The army debts were rated in the eſti- 
mate at five lacks, and have in the reſult much ex- 
ceeded that ſum, which unavoidably caufed the di- 
verſion of aſſets to that channel, which were ex- 
7 granted and intended for other purpoſes.— 
his anforeſeen accumulation of the army debts, 
and the preference which it was my duty to ſhew to 
the Honourable Company's claims, have neceſſarily 
retarded the payment of the late Vizier's promiſed 
donation to the 2d. Brigade, which I hope will 
meet your approbation, as that ſum, as well as the 
fourteen lacks unliquidated of the Honourable Com- 
pany's new claim, will be an eaſy proviſion with 
the current demands of the enſuing year, the full 
amount of which I have not a doubt of being able 
to realize. 


+ I am willing to flatter myſelf, that, under your 


indulgence, I ſhall appear to have acquitted myſelf 
of the reſponſibility annexed to my office, your 
public teſtimony upon which I am the more anx1- 
ous to merit, as the many unforeſeen and uncom- 
mon obſtacles which have occurred in the courſe 


of this year, rendered me apprehenſive, that the 
| | « effects 


* 
h \ 


V IL 


AN I Ne 3 
1 effects of my exertions might fall ſhort of your ex- 


pectations. 
I T have the honour to be, 
u with great reſpect, 
© Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
Four moft obedient humble ſervant, 
([ (Signed) NATH. MIDDLETON.' 
© Lucknow, aging 
© '7th Sept. 1782.“ 


* To Mr. John Briſtow, Refident at the Court of 
gs 7 the Nabob of Oude. 
me | 
© We have received intelligence from the Nabob 
© Muzuffer Jung, at Farruckabad, that he has been 
« deprived of authority, and reduced to great indi- 
« gence and diſtreſs, by the knavery of his ſervants, 
© and by the means of Monickram, late Banian to 
© Major Polier: That about ten weeks ago he diſ- 
« patched his Vakeel, Subjutula Cawn, with letters 
© repreſenting his ſituation, addreſſed to this Board; 
and ſome original Sunnuds which had been granted 
by the King to his anceſtors ; but his miniſter Ma- 
* hurbaun Cawn, who keeps him under great con- 
«© ſtraint, detecting the charge intruſted to his Va- 
© keel, cauſed him, through the treachery of the ſaid 
Monickram, to be thrown into confinement, by or- 
« der of the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla; and it is ſup- 
< poſed, that by the ſame means he has got poſſeſſion 
© of the Sunnuds and papers from the Vakeel. We 
« defire you will immediately enquire into the truth 
of the circumſtances above related, and obtain from 
the Nabob Aſoph ul Dowla an order for the releaſe 
of the Vakeel, with a paſſport from him to proceed 
to this TORY x 
| We are, Sir, | 
© Your humble ſervants, 
© (Signed) * WARREN HASTINGS, 
J. CLAVERING, 
Fort William, GEO. MONSON, _ 
29th Nov. 1775.” RICH. BAR WELL, 
| P. FRANCIS.” 


* 


To Mr. Charles Purling, Reſident at the Court of 
: * the Nabob of Oude. | 
Sir, 


© The Nabob Muzzuſſer Jung, of Farruckabad, 
© kaving frequently TA Ea to this en, 
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of the hardſhips and indignities to which he is 
ſubjected by the conduct of the Sizauwol ſtationed 
in his country for the purpoſe of receiving the an- 
nual tribute, which he 1s. bound by treaty to pay 
to the Subah of Oude, and which has invariably 
conſtituted a part of the funds aſſigned by his Ex- 
cellency for the liquidation of the public demands 
of the Company upon him ; and thinking it 'in- 

cumbent on us to uſe ſuch means as occur to us to 
be moſt expedient to his relief, we have thought 
proper to appoint Mr. George Shee, one of the ci- 
vil ſervants of the Company, in the place of the 
Native Sizauwol, to collect the Vizier's aſſignment 
to the Company on the Nabob of Farruckabad, 
with the ſame allowances, eſtabliſhment, and powers, 
that have been given to the faid Sizauwol. Mr. 
George Shee has been directed to proceed with all 
poſhble expedition to Lucknow; on his arrival at 
which place, we deſire you will inveſt him with 
the charge of the office to which we have appoint- 
ed him, and give him ſuch inſtructions for his 
conduct in the diſcharge of it as you may think 
neceſlary. 
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| « We are, Sir, 
« Your obedient humble ſervants, 
* (Signed) * WARREN HASTINGS, 
Fort William, G ANST; - -.. 
* 22d May, 1780, © EDW. WHELER.' 


* To Mr. George Shee, ColleQor of the Company's 
Aſſignments, &c. Farruckabad, 


Sir, 
Vour ſervices in the collection of the Company's 
aſſignments on the diſtrict of Farruckabad being no 
longer required, you will be pleaſed to make over 


4 

4 

your accounts to the Reſident at the Court of the 
s 


Nabob Vizier, and repair to the Preſidency. 
„ I am; Sir, / 
© Your moſt obedient ſervant, 
* (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS.” 
© Chunar, 
« 22d Sept. 1781. 


To 
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C To Mr. Nathaniel Middleton, Refident at the Vi- 
© zier's Court, Lucknow. 


« Sir, 
© J have annulled the office of collector to the 
Company's aſſignments at Farruckabad, and di- 
, * rected Mr. Shee, the Collector, to repair to Luck- 
* now and ſettle his accounts with you, for which 
you will give him proper diſcharges when adjuſted. 
The Nabob Muzuffcr Jung having acquainted me 
with his apprehenſions of being called to Lucknow, 
in order to anſwer the demands of the Vizier upon 
him for tribute, &c. and having repreſented the 
diſgrace and indignity to which he ſhould be ſub- 
jected by that meaſure, I defire that you will urge 
the miniſter not to exact the perſonal attendance of 
the Nabob for adjuſting of theſe claims, but to ad- 
mit of their being ſettled by ſuch perſon as he ſhall 
depute ſor that purpoſe. 
* The injuries and indignities, which the Nabob 
Mozuffer Jung has for a ſeries of years ſuſtained 
from the Court of Lucknow, refle& highly on the 
humanity and good faith of the Vizier; nor is our 
government entirely exempted from the odium 
which has attended ſuch treatment, fince it is a 
matter of public notoriety, that unremitting appli- 
cation, ſince the year 1776, has been made by the 
Nabob Mozuffer Jung, for the interpoſition of our 
good offices towards alleviating his diſtreſſes. From 
the treaties fubſiſting between them, it does not ap- 
pear that the Vizier has the ſmalleſt claim of ſove- 
reignty over Mozuffer Jung, or right to exerciſe au- 
thority of any kind over his perſon or dominions, 
No prietence is made of his having violated his en- 
gagements, or of having acted inimically towards 
the Vizier, nor have I heard a fingle reaſon aſſigned 
for the uſurpations committed on his property and 
independency. When to all theſe confiderations 18 f 
added, the friendly diſpoſition which Ahmud | 
Khawn, the father of Mozuffer Jung, manifeſted ; 
on ſeveral occaſions towards the Company, I think 
it incumbent upon me to exert the influence of our 
| 
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government with the Vizier, for the relief and pro- 
tection of Mozuffer Jung. I therefore deſite that 
you will uſe ſuch means as your ſituation of Reft- 
dent affords you, to prevent any further interference 
of the Vizier or his miniſters in the internal ma- 
nagement of the country of Farruckabad ; but that 
the Nabob be left in the free exercile of his un-, 
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NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, 


doubted authority over his Subahdary, whilſt he 
continues to execute with fidelity his engagements 
to the Vizier. I have written to his Excellency to 
the above effect. 
I am, Sir, 
* Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
* (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS.” 
© Benares, 125 
Nov. 10th 1781. 


* 


A 


Extract of a Letter to Mr. Middleton. 


We obſerve that you have not received any part 
© of the ſum expected from Farruckabad, and are 
© ſurprized that you have not intimated, either in 
© your letters to the Board, or to the Governor Ge- 
© neral, the circumſtances which have prevented you 
from receiving any part of the ſum expected from 
the Nabob Mozuffer Jung ; ſhould they proceed 
from an advantage taken by him of our mediation 
with the Nabob Vizier, we direct that you do im- 
mediately afford him effectual aſſiſtance for the re- 
covery of what may be due to him from Mozuffer 
Jung, and expreſsly withdraw all other interference 
with that Nabob. | 

« We are, Sir, 
* Your, &c. 
* (Signed © WARREN HASTINGS, 

Fort William, EDW. WHELER. 
© 11th July 1982,” 


LY 


© Tranſlation of a Letter from the Reſident at the 
Viꝛzier's Court to the Nabob of Farruckabad. 


(After the uſual compliments.) 


© I have received your letter* (recapitulates its con- 


tents.) 


The generous and liberal motives which in- 
© duced the Governor General to employ the media- 
< tion of the Company between the Nabob Vizier 
and you are known to the whole world, and re- 


quire from me no explanation. It is equally noto- 


rious what has been the effect produced by that me- 
„ diation, which, however you may have underſtood 
it, Jam well aſſured was never meant to impede, 
c ſtill leſs wholly to preclude, the collection of the 
* Nabob Vizier's juſt claims upon you. The com- 
munications I have received from the Governor 

FF General, 
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General, from the firſt to the laſt, reſpecting the 
nature and object of his indulgent mediation in 
your behalf, have correſponded invariably with my 
own opinion on that ſubject. In his firſt letter re- 
lative to this matter, he informs me that he has 
conſented to exert his endeavours with the Vizier 
to remove the reſtraint and controul which had 
been laid upon you for the collection of the tribute, 
and to prevail on his Excellency to receive his dues 
through your agents, inſtead of employing his own, 
for which purpoſe he had given the neceſſary in- 
ſtructions to Meer Suftoola Cawn, and diſpatched 
him to the Nabob Vizier and myſelf, to adjuſt the 
accounts depending between you and his Excellency, 
and ſettle the future mode of payment. The Vizier 
moſt readily acceded to the Governor General's 
wiſhes on this point, and his Excellency's agents, 
and all ſort of interference were in conſequence in- 
ſtantly withdrawn: But this was done upon the 
faith of the Governor Generals aſſurances, that you 
would take effectual care to prevent a meaſure, which 
had been adopted ſolely for your relief, from im- 
peding the Vizier's legal and juſt claims; and, 
agreeably to the inti mation | had from the Gover- 
nor General, | waited patiently the arrival of Suf- 
toola Cawn ; but to my utter ſurprize I learnt, 
that inſtead of coming here, as direQted, he went 
ſtraight to Farruckabad, and publicly declared you 
abſolved from any further claims of the Vizier. 
This being ſo contrary to the Governor General's 
advices and commands to me, that I conſidered it 
merely a piece of artifice of Suftoola Cawn's to raiſe 
his own credit and conſequence, and ſuppoied you, 
as well as myſelf, impoſed upon. Upon having re- 
peatedly written to you, in conſequence of the Vi- 
zier's claim upon you having become a part of the 
funds aſſigned for the liquidation of his Excellency's 
engagements to the Engliſh Company, without re- 
ceiving any explicit or ſatisfactory anſwer, and no 
payments either made or ſeemingly intended, I was 
under the neceſſity of referring the matter to the 
conſideration and decifion of the Governor Gene- 
ral; who, ſeeing the improper advantage which had 
been taken by you and your agents of his well-in- 
tended mediation, to the great prejudice of the Vi- 
zier, and the conſequent injury of the Company's 
engagements with him, thought proper to withdraw 
any further interference between you, and to leave 
| * the 
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NAT HANIEL MIDDLETON. 


© the Vizier uncontrouled in the proſecution of his 
« juſt and reaſonable claims upon you. 


The Vizier has thereupon been pleaſed to appoint 


© a Sizauwol for the collection of the balances due 
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from you, as alſo for the proviſion of funds for 
the payment of the enſuing year's tribute; and it 
is proper to inform you, that, as before it was my 
duty to uſe every means in my power to prevent any 
interference with your government, ſo it now be- 
comes incumbent upon me to vield every aſſiſtance 
I may be able to the Nabob Vizter, to enable him 
to aſſert and recover thoſe rights which the perver- 
fion of an indulgence ſo generouſly procured for 
you, has hitherto withheld from him. What ſhall 
I ſay more ? 


N. B. Mozuffer Jung, inſtead of tendering pay- 
ment of his tribute through his own agents, con- 
ftantly denied owing any thing to the Vizier. He 
and his agents, during the whole year, appear to- 
tally to have miſtaken the Governor General's hu- 
mane interpoſition. 
* The Vizier and his miniſters, ' forefeeing this 
robable conſequence, infiſted upon the Farrucka- 
bad tribute being included among the Company's 
aſſignments, as appears in the following extract of a 
letter from the Reſident to the Governor General, 
dated 3oth December 1781: 
„I have herewith the honour to ſubmit to you an 
account of my current claims for the preſent year 
upon the Nabob Vizier, amounting to Rupees 
70,99,882 ; for which amount I have received aſ- 
fignments, as per the incloſed liſt, for Rupees 
76, 38, 114, in which I have been NECESSITATED 
to include the Nabob's demand for the current year upon 
Farruckabad ; and as his Excellency has now totally 
withdrawn his Sizauwol from the collection M4 it, as 
well as every interference whatcver, I beg I may be 
honoured with your inſtructions, whether Mozuffer 
Fung is to pay the amount at the Preſidency, or, as 
uſual, to me Khyraghur is in the ſame predica- 
ment, the Vizier having no authority over the pre- 
{ent Aumil.“ 
To report a progreſs, &c. 


Matti, 


Martis, 27 die Februarij 1787. 


COMMITTEE. of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and. Miſ- 
demeanors, preſented to the Houſe againſt 


Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Governor 
General of Bengal. 


ATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, being call- 
ed in; ; | 
And the order for the production of all his letter 
books, and other correſpondence in his poſſeſſion, 
relative to the public affairs of the province of Oude, 
and its dependencies, being read to him ; 
He was aſked, 


Have you received that order ? 


Yes. I have no correſpondence relative to the affairs of 


Oude, but what is contained in the books I delivered in 
to the committee on Friday laſt. . 


Do thoſe books contain the whole correſpondence upon 


public matters during your reſidency at Oude? 


I believe they do not. I believe I did not get complete 


copies of all the correſpondence from the office at Luck- 
now. | 


Do the books contain all the correſpondence” above de- 


ſcribed, that has been at any time in your poſſeſſion ? ' 


I cannot poſitively ſay they do; for I recolle& to have 
left ſome correſpondence at Lucknow, of which I have 
no copies. 


With whom did you leave that correſpondence? 
I left it in the public office at Lucknow—in the Reſi- 


dent's office. 


others, on the affairs of 


Had you no other correſpondence with Mr. Haſtings, or 
Gude, except thoſe in the books 


delivered in, or left in the office at Lucknow ? 


I believe I had; for I have ſeen in the papers laid be- 


fore this houſe, copies of private letters to Mr. Haſtings, 
of which 1 kept no copies. EN 


And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
To report a progreſs, &c. 


Lane, 


. 


RCER. 
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| Lune, 5˙ die Martii 1987. 
COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of- High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, Jate Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. | 
APTAIN THOMAS MERCER called in, and 
examined. 
Were you in Bengal in the year 1781 ? 
I was. 


Did you make any offer to any member of the govern- 
ment of Fort William, to purchaſe the whole of the 
n Opium at that time in Calcutta? | 

did. | 

On what terms ? 8 

I cannot exactly aſcertain whether it was 370 or 375 cur- 
rent Rupees per cheſt ; I think it was 375, but 1 am not 
certain. | 

How much did the whole purchaſe amount to? 

To the amount of five lacks of Rupees, I preſume, or 
thereabouts, I was told there were 1300 cheſts ; ſo I was 
informed, 

In what manner did you offer to pay for it ? 

In ready money. | 

Then a member of the committee produced a letter, 
which being ſhewn to the witneſs ;. 
He was aſked, 

Ts that your hand-writing ? 

It is; fre it yeſterday. a 5 

Do you recolle& ever having ſpoken to Mr. Francis be- 
fore this day ? | 

I never did. | | 

Then the witneſs was direQed to withdraw. 


And the ſaid letter was read, and is as followeth : 
To Philip Francis, Eſq. 
© Sir, 


© Major Webber having called ſome days fince at 
© my friend Mr. Walker's, in Upper Charlotte Street, 
* to enquire if I was returned from Ireland, and Mr. 
© Archdekin having called this morning when I was 


© from home, and having mentioned to Mr. Wong 
the 
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THOMAS MERC ER. 61 


the purport of the former gentleman's viſit, as well 
as of his own, which was to enquire, for your in- 


formation, whether any poſitive or Reibe offer had 


been made by me to Mr. Haſtings for the purchaſe 
of a confiderable quantity of Opium, which was 
exported on the account and nik of the Company, 


upon the you or . ſuppoſition that merchants 
* 


would not it as they always had done in the 
former years, and Mr, Archdekin having mention- 
ed the probability of my being examined in a few 
days in the Houſe of Commons, touching the above 
buſineſs, I ſhall take the liberty of relating in this 
letter all I know of it, to the end that you may 


judge whether ſuch an examination is of any im- 


tance or not, in the preſent ſtage of Eaſt India 
afineſs. _ | | 


When the jnutility and motiſtrous expence of the 


little Bengal ſquadron of little men of war had fully 
appeared, and government thought proper in conſe- 
uence thereof to ſell the ſhips which compoſed it, 
became the purchaſer of the Np cones the Reſo- 
aer than the trade 

to the Malay coaft and China, and meaning to con- 
tinue it even upon a larger ſcale than heretofore, 
and to increaſe the probability of ſucceſs therein, I 
thought it expedient to proceed to Bombay, to dock 
and ſheath my ſhip with copper.— This being done 
in June 1781, I arrived in Bengal in Auguſt of 
the ſame year, and had the mortification to be in- 
formed by my friend Mr. Charles Weſton, that he 


had not provided any Opium for me, becauſe, (ſaid 


the honeſt man,) it has not been this year put up to 
public ſale, upon a preſumption that there would 
not be any buyers, and we are told that it is all to 
be exported on the Company's account, and the 
reaſon aſſigned for this novelty is, a preſumed want 

of enterprize in the merchants to purchaſe, 
© Upon this occaſion I joked a little with my honeſt 
friend, aſking him if any rumours of my death or 
ſhipwieck had been circulated in Calcutta, for 
without that the Governor and Council might pre- 
ſume there would be at leaſt one very conſiderable 
urchaſer. rs 
© My friend Weſton's information, corroborated 
by the general report of the town, that the Opium 
was this year to be exported on the Company's ac- 
count, did not fatisfy me.—I had prepared my ſhip 
at a large expence for an important voyage.—l was 
willing to buy Opium, and would not drop the de- 
I * ſign 
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THOMAS MERCER. 
ſign until I ſhould be informed by government au- 


thority that it could not be effected. With this 


view I repaired to Mr. Wheler, (Mr. Wheler at 
this time, Auguſt 1781, was acting Governor Ge- 
neral, and Council in his ſole perſon, Mr. Haſtings 
being then beleaguered or beſieged in the fort of 
Chunar Ghur, in conſequence of his memorable 
expedition to Benares,) and Mr. Wheler informed 
me, that it had been reſolved to export the Opium 
of that year on the Company's account, and that 
this reſolution had been taken from an opinion that 
merchants would not purchaſe as heretofore.— I ex- 

reſſed both ſurpriſe and difappointment.—Surpriſe ! 
becauſe Charles Weſton had an actual commiſſion 
in his pocket to purchaſe a-large quantity for me at 
whatever might be the market price, and to extend 
it ſtill further and beyond my uſual annual quan- 
tity in caſe the price was moderate. Diſappoint- 


ment ! becauſe I he prepared my ſhip at a great 
expence for an Opium voyage, and did not at that 


moment know what to do with her. Mr. W. ſaid 
he was alſo ſorry, and continuing the converſation, 
I ſaw that the exportation arrangemefit had been 
lately taken, for he. (Mr. W.) confeſſed, that the 
ſhip of Mr. Thornhill, which was to carry the 
Opium to China, was not then arrived from 
Bombay. | 2 1 

Conceiving from this, that poſſibly the reſolution 
of Council for exporting the Opium on the Com- 
pany's account was not irrevocably taken, I made 
what I thought a very bold, and what ought to have 
appeared a very advantageous offer to the Company, 
viz. to buy all the Company's Opium then in Cal- 
cutta, amounting to 1300 cheſts, and which was 
deſigned to be exported under the management of 
Mr. Thornhill, at the rate of 375 current Rupees 
per cheſt ; and, as it was well known that the trea- 
ſury was at that time perfectly empty, I added, as 
an inducement, that I would pay the whole pur- 
chaſe money down in fix days time, Mr. Wheler 


" refuſed, but in refuſing he ſeemed to think it neceſ- 


fary to give reaſons for rejecting a propoſition which 
moſt men would have thought exceedingly apropos 
and convenient for the public emergencies ; and 
certainly, Sir, his reaſons were ſuch as would not 
be offered by any one who had obſerved and reflect- 
ed upon the general management oF un Company's 
commercial. affairs in India ; for example If, ſays 


he, you expect ts malle advantage by purchaſing this 
| Opium, 
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THOMAS M 


Opium, and exporting it on your own account, 
why ſhould not the Company expect an equal ad- 
vantage upon the exportation of it on their own 
accounts ? To which I agreed, provided the Com- 
pany could find a man to ſerve them with the ſame 
fidelity and induſtry as Thomas Mercer would uſe 
in ſerving himſelf. There paſſed much other con- 
verſation between us, and in concluſion he recom- 
mended to me to make my propoſal to the Gover- 
nor general, then at Chunar Ghur. — This I refuſed 


to do, telling Mr. Wheler that the Governor Gene- 


ral would either not anſwer my letter, or give an 
ambiguous and ſhuffling anſwer to it; and I con- 
feſs the laſt term, which is not a very reſpectſul 
one, was purpoſely made uſe of, in order to obſerve 
the countenance of Mr. Wheler, and to diſcover 
whether any of the old impreſſions concerning Mr. 
Haſtings ſtill remained upon his mind. His anſwer 
and his manner both convinced me, that he had en- 
deavoured to efface them. I am ſorry, ſays he, 
Captain Mercer, to hear you expreſs ſuch ſentiments 
of the Governor General, To which I replied, — 
I am a ſimple unaffected man, and have always, 
throughout my life, ſacrificed to truth, what in 
many caſes I might have gained by a complaiſance 
for the paſſions and the foibles of great men, of 
whoſe weak fides I am not altogether ignorant, 
having had to do with ſeveral of them in different 
rts of the world. 
© The audience was now cloſed, after telling Mr. 
Wheler that 1 would go home, and reduce my pro- 
poſitions into writing, and would ſend them to him 
on that day ; obſerving, that when they ſhould be 
permanently fixed upon paper, he would be better 
able to conſider them with the attention which they 
deſerved. 5 
© This being done, and ſent to Mr. Wheler, I re- 
ceived on the next day, either a note in writing, or 
a meſſage, (for at this diſtance of time I cannot re- 
collect which,) deſiring to ſee me; and having at- 
tended upon him accordingly, he told me, that he 
was ſorry the reſolutions of Council could not be 
reſcinded ; and, after a pauſe, he diſcovered his chiet 
motive for defiring to ſee me, by atking, Whether I 
conſidered my letter as a public or a private applica- 
tion? I anſwered, That the matter of my letter 
was of public concern; but that, being perfectly 
indifferent as to the matter of appearing upon re- 
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TOMAS MERCER. 

cord as a large dealer in Opium, I would leave it to 
himſelf, to do with it as he thought proper; for 
which he was pleaſed to thank me, and I took 
leave. | 

The above contains the ſubſtance, and in many 
places the very words, which paſſed between Mr. 
Wheler and me, upon a ſubject which in the iſſue 
occaſioned a very large loſs to the Company. I 
had nothing to do with Mr. Haſtings, and indeed 
refuſed to have any thing to do with him; for I 
knew his love of novelty, and the exportation of 
Opium to China being altogether novel, and attend- 
ed with hazard, as being contraband, I knew 
enough of his tempec to be 1 that he would 
maintain it with his wonted inflextbility.— knew 
aſſutedly that the man who negociated with the 
Berar Raja—who continued a war with the Marat- 
tas very long after he knew of the war with France 
—who would have given up the Northern Circars 
to the Nizam—and who would have ceded to the 
Dutch a valuable territory for the paltry and perfect- 
ly inefficacious aſſiſtance of two thouſand undiſci- 
plined topaſſes, could not be diverted from his pur- 


"poſe by any repreſentations which I might make, 


and therefore I would not take the trouble of wri- 
ting to him, but I muſt do him juſtice, by de- 
claring my belicf of his total ignorance of my pro- 
poſitions to Mr. Wheler, for I believe they were not 
communicated to him. 
I will not apologize to you, Sir, for the length- 
ened detail of the Opium buſineſs, becauſe I think it 
will not offend you ; but I have cauſe to aſk par- 
don for the intruſion of the greateſt part of this 
page, as being foreign to it, and unconnected with 
it; but it is not eaſy to ſuppreſs our indignation, 
when we hear a man trumpetted forth as the Saviour 
of India, in whoſe conduct we can ſcarcely diſcern 
any thing but folly and abſolute Quixotiſm ; of 
which the facts above-mentioned are palpable ex- 
amples. 
* 1 haye the 9 to be, very reſpectfully, 
Sir, | 
« Your moſt obedient 
| humble ſervant, 
Upper Charlotte Street, © THO, MERCER.“ 
« 4 March, 1787.“ | | 


Mr. 
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Mr. WILLIAM YOUNG called in and examined. 
Was you in Bengal in 1481 ? Hog 


I was. 

In what ſituation was you there ? | 

LI was a covenanted civil ſervant of the Eaſt India Com- 
pany, of the rank of ſenior merchant. 

ad you any concern or intereſt in the performance of a 

contract for the proviſion of by 4-4 in the year 1781? 

1 had the eonduQing of the bufineſs of the contract. 

What intereſt had you in that contract ? | 

I was intereſted in the ſucceſs of it. 

To what extent ? 

I undertook the management of it upon certain condi- 
tions, and if any advantage aroſe from the performance of 
thoſe conditions, that advantage was mine; or if any loſſes 


were the conſequence of the failure of ſucceſs, thoſe loſſes 
were mine. 


W hat were the conditions ? 

I feel ſome difficulty in anſwering that queſtion, becauſe 
I conceive it ſubjects me to a breach of private confidence; 
though there is nothing in it, reſpecting myſelf, that I 
can have any objection to communicate to the whole world. 
I do not refuſe anſwering the queſtion if the committee in- 
fiſt upon my anſwering it. | 

Then the queſtion was repeated, and the witneſs 
was direfted to anſwer it. 

The conditions were, the payment of a certain ſum of 
money annually, and running all riſks as to the ſucceſs or 
failure of the buſineſs. | 


What ſum of money was you engaged to pay, and to 
whom? 

I was engaged to pay 149,000 Rupees annually, and alſo 
to pay 10,000 Rupees, ſtipulated in the original contract, 
to the Eaſt India Company. | 

To whom was the annual payment to be made? 

To Mr. John Benn, by half yearly inſtalments. 

Who was the original conttactor with govertiment f 

Mr. Stephen Sulivan. | 

What intereſt had Mr. Benn in the contract, and how 
did he acquire that intereſt ? | 

I know of no other intereſt than that I have alteady 
| Nated, —I believe by purchaſe of Mr. Stephen Sullivan, 

as I purchaſed it of Mr. Benn. 

What are your grounds for believing that Mr. Benn pur- 
chaſed it of Mr. Sulivan? | 9 2 

I underſtood it fo from Mr. Benn himſelf. 

What did Mr. Benn give for it? 

I really do not know, 


Was 
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Was the annual payment you mentioned for the dura- 
tion of the contract 1 
The annual payment that I made was to Mr. Benn. 
For what period : 22 
For four years, the term of the original contract. 
Do you know at what time Mr. Sulivan transferred his 
intereſt to Mr. Benn? | 
If dates are meant, I really do not. 
How ſoon after the date of the contract? 
I ſhould ſuppoſe, ſome time in the month of June 


1781. 
a And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


To report a progreſs, &c. 


— . — 
Jovis, 1 5 die Martii 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and Miſ- 
demeanors, preſented to the Houſe againſt 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Governor 
General of Bengal. 


M* ISAAC BAUGH called in, and examined. 


Was you ſecretary to the Supreme Council in Bengal, 
in the revenue department, in the year 1781 ? 


I was. 
Was you preſent at the Board at the time at which it 


was agreed to grant the Opium contract to Mr. Stephen 
Sulivan ? | 


I was. | 

Did you ſuggeſt to the Governor General the propriety 
of advertiſing for propoſals for that contract? 

I did not. | 

Did Mr. Haſtings make any declarations, intimating his 
reaſons for granting that contract to Mr. Sulivan ? 

I do not recollect any particular reaſons. 


Did 


18 ; 
Did you make any objection to the draft of the con- 
tract, on the ground of its referring to written propoſals, 
when none ſuch had been made ? if 
I have ſome idea that I did, but I am not particular in 
my recollection. 

Do you recolle& what converſation paſſed on that occa- 
fion between you and Mr. Haſtings ? 

I do not; bat believe that it was agreed at the Board, 
that in the preamble, the words “ whereas written pro- 
«« poſals have been delivered in,” ſhould be omitted in the 
draft. a | 

Are you ſure that you have given no other account of 
this converſation ſince yor have been in England, materi- 
ally differing from what you have now given ? 

1 do not believe that I have, —If 1 have, I ſhould be 
glad to be reminded of the circumſtances, 

Have you never ſaid, that Mr. Haſtings declared at that 
time, that he gave that contract to Mr. Stephen Sulivan in 
confideration ' of his gratitude to Mr. Laurence Sulivan, 
his father, or words to that effect? | 

I do not recolleC that I have ever ſaid ſo. 

And then the witneſs was direQed to withdraw. 
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Martis, 209 die Marti 1787. 


COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and 

Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. | 


ILLIAM YOUNG, Eſq. called in, and exa- 
| mined. 


How long was you in any office of the collections of 


' Bahar? 


Upwards of fix years. 

At what time were the collections of Bahar placed under 
the management of a provincial council ? | 

I believe in the latter end of 1769, or the beginning of 
1770, to the beſt of my — 7 

as it the plan of that Council, to collect and manage 

the whole revenue of the Zilla or Province ? | 

It was. | 

Was there at any time a ſeparation of particular diſtris 
from the Zilla ? 

There was a ſeparation made at different times. 

When, and to whom, were ſuch diſtrits committed as 
ſeparate colleQorſhips ? | 

I can only ſpeak poſitively as to the ſeparations that were 
made whilſt I was a member of the Provincial Council. — 
Previous to my being a member, ſome part of the diſtrict 
of Mongheer was ſeparated, as alſo the diſtrict of Ramgur ; 
—the former, I believe, to add to the collectorſhip of Mr. 
Barton, and the latter, I believe, as a collectorſhip to 
Captain Camac, who had conquered the country. And 
ſubſequent to my becoming a member of that Council, a 
{mall part of the ſouthern diſtri of Bahar was given to 
Captain Browne, who had charge of the Jungle derree 
diſtricts ; and in the beginning of the year 1779, the diſ- 
tricts of Sircar Sarun, and Champaran, were ſeparated 


from us, and given as a collectorſnip to Mr. Green. 


For what public uſe or purpoſe ? 

I really do not know; 1 ſhould 1 5 the reaſons muſt 
appear on the conſulations of the Governor General and 
louncil, whoſe act it was. : 

Does any valid public reaſon occur to you ? 


I do not know cf any. 4g 
ter 
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After theſe defalcations, did the Provincial Council at 
1 — in the management of the remainder ? 

It did. 

What was the original eſtabliſhed number of that 
Council ? 

I believe it was three; but when the plan of Provincial 
2 became general, the number was increaſed to 

ve. 

Was that number increaſed or diminiſhed after the de- 
falcations ? 

We had occaſionally a ſupernumerary member appoint- 
ed Mr. David Anderſon and Mr, Rame were ſupernume- 
rary members at different times. | 

For what public uſe or purpoſe was the number conti- 
nued ? 

For the conducting the collections, and the government 
of the country. 

Was the expence of the whole eſtabliſhment at Patna 
reduced, in conſequence of the ſeparation of the diſtricts ? 

It was not. | 

While your duties and labour were diminiſhed by the 
above ſeparation, do you mean to ſay that your expence 
and numbers, as a Council, were increaſed or conti- 
nued: 

Our expence and numbers were occaſionally increaſed, 
by the appointment of a ſupernumerary member. 

Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with negle& 
of, or ng unequal to, your duties, as a reaſon for the 
ſeparations 

No ſuch reaſon was ever alledged—nor any reaſon. 

Was yon, or any of you, diſmiſſed for neglect or ina- 
bility ? 

. while I was a member. 

At what time were the Provincial Councils aboliſhed ? 

Some time in February 1781. 

For what public aſſigned reaſons ? 

When we were aboliſhed, it was in conſequence of a let- 
ter from the Governor General and Couucil, which aſſign- 
ed public reaſons for the meaſure.— I have a copy of that 
letter by me now, which I can produce, if neceſſary. 

Queſtion repeated. — | 
I underſtood that the aſſigned reaſons were, that it would 
increaſe the revenue, and diminiſh the expences. 

For what real object, and with what effect? 

I preſume a matter of opinion is expected from me on 


thus occaſion? 
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You will give that opinion ? 

My real opinion is, that the Provincial Councils were 
aboliſhed, for the ſole purpoſe of adding to the power and 
influence of the Governor General at the time ; and I be- 
lieve it had that effect. 

Why were the Chiefs continued? 

For the purpoſe of receiving the collections from the 
Farmers, to whom the country had been given, and to pay 
the uſual diſburſements at that place.—T hey were alſo ſup- 
poted to be a check on any impropriety of condutt of the 
armers. | 

Of what rank or quality, in the Company's ſervice, 
were thoſe ſervants to whom the whole management of the 
revenues were committed, under the name of Revenue 
Committee, in 1781 ? | 

Mr. David Anderſon, who was appointed Preſident, 
was of the liſt of Civil Servants, who came out in 1767. 
Mr. Shore, the ſecond member, was of the liſt of 1769. 
— Mr. Chartres the ſame. — Mr. Croftes was of a later date, 
I do not recollect the year. 

What experience or practice did theſe Gentlemen ſeveral- 
ly poſſeſs in the revenue department? 

Mr. David Anderſon had been employed in the revenue 
department for ſeveral years had been originally an aſſiſt- 
ant under Mr. Middleton at Moorſhedabad—then a mem- 
ber of that Council —ſome little time a ſupernumerary 
member of the Patna Council; from which he was made 
Prefident of the Calcutta Zilla Committee. Mr. Shore had 
been ſome time in the revenue line—likewiſe Mr. Chartres. 
— Mr. Croftes, I believe, had never been in the revenue 
line before. | 

What other occupations or offices had they, or any of 
them, at that time ? 

Mr. David Anderſon was appointed Ambaſſador to Ma- 
dajee Scindia; during which time he alſo held his office at 
the Committe of Revenue. Mr. Croftes was Accountant 
General to the Revenue Department, and Treaſurer, to the 
beſt of my recollect ion, at the ſame time. 

Had not Mr. Cioftes a contract at the ſame time? 
believe he had a Bullock contract. | 

To whom was the management of the collections of 
Bahar committed, on the diſſolution of the Council, and, 
for what reaſons ? | | 

Previous to the abolition of the Patna Council, the pro- 
vince of Bahar was given in farm to Rajah Cullian Sing, 
and Rajah Kelleram ; but the engagement ſtood in the 
name ot Cullian Sing; the alledged reaſons were, becauſe 
they offeted an incicaſe of revenue beyond the W 2600 

which 
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which the Patna Council had made. We put them in poſ- 
ſeſſion ſome time in January 1781. 

You are deſired to inform the Committee who theſe 
perſons were ? Whether natives of Bahar ? Whether Muſ- 
ſulmen or Hindoos? And in what circumſtances they 
itood ? 

They were both natives of Delhi—Cullian Sing accom - 
panied his father Shittabroy to Patna, where he reſided ; 
and Rajah Kelleram ſome years afterwards, I believe, being 
known to Shittabroy in his youth, and hearing that Rajah 


Shittabroy was preferred by the Englith to great dignity and 


honour, came to ſeek his fortunes under him, and was oc- 
caſionally employed by him. —Rajah Culiian Sing had been 
appointed Dewan to the Patna Council, and Rajah Kelle- 
am was at the ſame time appointed his Naib or Deputy. 
hey. were both, I believe, originally Hindoos, as their 
names denote ; but latterly were looked upon, by people 
of their own ſect, as 2xcommunicated perſons, having both 
what is called in India, loſt their caſt.— It was ſaid at 
Patna, that Cullian Sing was actually a Muſſulman, tho” 
he kept it private. I believe it will admit of no doubt, that 
he had been guilty of what the Hindoos conſider as the 
greateſt of all ſin, of the crime of ſlaying and eating the 
cow; and both publicly lived and cohabited with Ma- 
homedan women, by whom they had children, to whom 
they gave Mahomedan names. And as to their circum- 
ſtances, it was notorious that they were lacks of rupees in 
debt; in ſhort, their poverty was ſo great, that their me- 
nial ſcrvants had not been paid for years. 

Are perſons who have ſo loſt their caſt, reputed among 
their countrymen to be perſons obſcrvant of their honour 
and character? 

It is looked upon as the greateſt degradation of honour 
and character poſſible.— A Hindoo generally prefers death 
to the loſs of caſt, 

Was the whole province given to them—or were any ſe- 
parate collectorſhips left:? 

Mr. Green remained in poſſeſſion of his collectorſnip 
they farmed that part of Bahar only, which was latterly 
under the ſuperintendance of the Patna Council. 

On what terms, and for what period, was the farm given 
them ? 

They engaged to pay annually rupees 34,038,000 and odd, 
without deduction ; and on their being punCtual in their 
payments, their leaſe was to be perpetual. 

When the Provincial Council was aboliſhed, why was a 
ſingle collectorſhip left? 

cannot take upon * to ſay why. 
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Had you, the Provincial Council, then made a c ttlement 
for the ſucceeding year? 

We had. 

W hat ſettlement ? 

Our ſettlement was rupees 32, 17, oo and odd—to the 
beſt of my recollection; befides which there is a collection, 
which uſed to be received in Bahar, of 13 per cent. called 
Reſum Caſanna, which would have amounted to between 
40 and 50,000 rupees upon the 32 lack; alſo a profit of 
Batta, or exchange, which would have been, as near as! 
can gueſs, about 50, ooo rupees more—there was alſo a con- 
ſiderable ſum of money advanced for agriculture from the 
Treaſury, which would have been paid in the courſe of the 

car, but does not appear in our ſettlement; ſo that I be- 
Fee. that if all theſe ſums are added together, it will be 
found that our ſettlement was equal, or nearly equal, to 
that enfered into with theſe men, whoſe farm did not in- 
clude theſe articles, 1 mean that they were not excluſively 
bound to make them good—the whole ſum they were bound 
to pay being only rupees 34. C8, ooo; and I believe the 
never paid, nor were called upon to pay, any one of thoſe 
three articles, 

Had you made any collections for that year? 

8 

How much, and in what proportion, to the whole 
Jumma ? 

We had collected between nine and ten lack of rupees upon 
our ſettlement in four months ; and the balance upon their 
inſtalments, when we delivered over the country to them, 
was about rupees 17,000, which was unuſually ſmall. 

Would you have realized your own ſettlement ? 

It is impoſſible to ſay poſitively, but I think we ſhould. 
I believe we aſſured the Governor General and Council ſo. 

What was the balance of the Bahar year, ending Sep- 
tember 1780? i 
I cannot fpeak poſitively, unleſs I refer to papers, It 
was very tritling, excepting only what was due from Rajah 
Kelleram ; there was about about 75,000 rupees due from 
him. . . | 

How did the new farmers of Bahar execute their en- 
gagements ? | 

Very badly. 

In what ſenſe? | 

T hat they did not pay up the revenue they ſtipulated to 

ay. 

4 Was the power committed to them, in virtue of their 
having the management of the colle&ions, beneficial to the 
ople and country at large ? ; 

It was highly ruinous, and moſt cruelly oppreſſive. 


Have 
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Have you any proofs of that ? 

1 have -I ſpeak from actual knowledge, by being upon 
the ſpor—I was witneſs to the complaints and clamours of 
the people; many of whom, when I was out of office, ap- 
plied to me to relieve their grievances, on an idea that I ſtill 
had the power to do it. But theſe men, upon obtaining 

oſſeſſion of the revenue of the country, acted in all things 
as if they had been appointed arbitrary deſpotic Sovereigns 
of it—not merely confining themſelves to the bufineſs of 
the collections, but aſſuming the exerciſe of the admini- 
ſtration of juſtice alſo.— I was aſked for proofs : I have now 
a repreſentation from the agent of the Phouſdar, or crimi- 
nal Magiſtrate at Bahar, againſt Rajah Kelleram, com- 
plaining of theſe things to the Patna Council, a few days 
before the diſſolution. I have a copy of it in Perſian, and 
an Engliſh tranſlation of it, 


73 


Copy and tranſlation produced, and brought up to the 
Table. ] 


o 


And the faid Tranſlation was read, and is as follows: 


* Patna Conſultations, 8th Feb. 1781. 


© Arzee of the Vakeel of the Sudder Phouſdar, 
* againſt Rajah Kelleram. 


From the time of Sied Huſſen Khan, to my 
maſter's arrival here in Patna, no robbery has been 
committed, except in one place, which was lately ; 
and, thank God, both the thief and goods were 
taken, and brought to the Phouſdarry ; the goods 
were reſtored to the owner, and his receipt for them 
is depoſited in the Dufta. Allo, during the time of 
my maſter's reſiding here, whatever he repreſented 
to the Council, they always took notice of it, by 
which means his buſineſs went on very well, till, 
on the iſt of Suffer, or 27th January, when Rajah 
Kelleram ſent for me, and told me he had ſpoke to 
the Phouſdar about the perſon confined for the mur- 
der committed in Pergunnah Sundeh 4 but that, as 
he. had not releaſed him, he 'would try what he 
could do to hurt him, and ſaid, that he would not 


. 


He ſaid he did not fear the Nabob himſelf, for that 
he had ſettled every thing very ſecurely before he 
came up; and told bis fervant, Eſouf Beg, in my 
preſence, not to pay any regard to tne Amieh of my 
maſter, in any matter (except murder) but to beat 
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and drive them away ; and then ſent for his Moon- 
ſhy, and told him to write to the Aumils of every 
lace belonging to him, not to ſuffer any of the 
houſdar's Peons to ſeize any perſon, except for 
murder, but to beat and ill treat them, for that he 
himſelf would puniſh all crimes in his: diſtricts, 
(murder excepted ;) and aſked who the Phouſdar 
was to interfere in any caſes, except criminal ones, 
From the time this report has been ſpread about, 
a great many robberies have been committed, both 
in the city and out, in the Mofuſhl, and the thieves 
are not to be found ; nor is any regard paid to my 
maſter's orders, or thoſe of his Amleh ; and when- 
ever any one is taken, either for robbery or mur- 
der, and carried to the Cutcherries, in the Mofuſſil, 
he is taken away again ; ſo that my maſter's Naibs 
out in the Mofuſſil, not being permitted to execute 
the duties of their offices, have nothing to do, for 
no one will obey their orders. 
In the Sunnud granted to my maſter, by the Go- 
vernor General and Council, it is particularly men- 
tioned, that he or his Naibs are to repreſent any 
Zemindar, or other perſon, who refuſes to obey his 
or their orders to the gentleman reſiding in that 
place, that he may ouniſh the perſon ſo diſobeying, 
and the ſame orders were ſent to the Council]; 
therefore whatever you judge neceſſary to be done 
in this caſe, I requeſt you will be pleaſed to do it.“ 
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How were accounts ſettled between them ? 

We adjuſted our accounts with the old farmers on the 
part of government, and left theſe men and Mr. Max- 
well, who remained chief, to ſettle the Mofuſhl accounts. 

How did they exact their Mofuſſil ſettlement from the 
people, and with what general effects? 

They made the ſettlement in the country with the Ze- 
mindars, Talookdars, and Ryots, in an arbitrary manner, 
by compelling many of them to give a large increaſe upon 
the engagements they had previouſly entered into with the 
Patna Council. Reſtraint and confinement were uſed to 
effect it, even with the firſt Zemindars of the country, 
and it was exacted with the utmoſt rigour. 

Had not Mr. Maxwell authority to prevent ſuch acts; 
and if ſo, why did he not exert it to that end? 

The farmers themfelves did not ſeem to think that Mr. 

Maxwell did poſſeſs ſuch authority; and certain it is, that 
he did not exerciſe it. When 1 ſpeak of the farmers, 1 
mean to refer to Rajah Kelleram and Rajah Cullian 
Sing. 


Did 
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Did they realize their ſettlement with government? 

They did not. 

What was the balance or deficiency of the firſt year ? 

The balance on the immediate concluſion of the year I 
had an account of, and it was ſomething more than ſeven 
lack of Rupees ; but when the accounts came to be finally 
ſettled, which was in the courſe of the ſecond year, they 
had applied part of the revenue of the ſecond to reduce the 
balance of the firſt year; and I think that it then amount- 
ed to about four lack of Rupees. 

It ſo, was that a real reduction of the balance of ſeven 
lacks ? 

Certainly a real reduction of the balance of the firſt year, 
though an addition to the deficiency of the ſecond, if there 
was any. ; 

Were the Council at large, or any number of it, con- 


ſulted about the character, competency, or capacity of theſe 


rſons for ſuch a truſt ? 

The Council was never conſulted —None of us were 
called upon to give our opinions upon it; but I informed 
Mr. Haſtings in Calcutta, when I underſtood that it was 
intended to give the country to theſe men, that it never 
would be realized——and in the month of January or 
February I recorded this opinion upon the proceedings of 
our Council. 

Was it uſual, before that period, for the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council to conſult the Bahar Council previous to 
granting leaſes of farms, &c. | 

They conſulted us upon all points relating to the revenue 
of our diviſion. | 

Was not the Council of Bahar held reſponſible for their 
ſettlement ? 

The Governor General and Council often wrote to us, 
that they ſhould conſider us as reſponſible for the re- 
venue. 

What were the particular qualifications of theſe new 
managers for ſuch a truſt ? 

They were the moſt unfit men that ſuch a truſt could 
have been given to. 

Did they collect from the country the amount of their 
engagement to government, or more? 

They made a ſettlement with the country of thirty ſix 
lacks and upwards—T hey could not collect the whole of 
jt; but J am certain, from the information I obtained at 
Patna, that they muſt have realized more than the amount 
of their engagements to government. 

How much more ? | 

I cannot ſpeak poſitively to the ſum they made vari- 
ous other collections and exactions, excluſive of the ſet- 

tlement 
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tlement they had made in the country, from the pro- 
prietors of independent Clans which paid no rent to go- 
vernment. | 

By what means did they exact what they collected? 

By reſtraint and confinement, and I believe, in ſome 
inſtances, by corporal puniſhment. 

Did they, or did they not, violate the rights of the poſ- 
ſeſſors of alienated lands, or of Zemindars, or of Ryots? 

By the complaints preferred to me by thoſe perſons, it 
would appear they did. | 

Did they aſſume the adminiſtration of juſtice in the Mo- 
fuſſil or country? 

I have already ſtated that they did. 

Could this ſtate of the country, and of the adminiſtra- 
tion, be unknown to Mr. Haſtings ? 

It might originally, but Mr. Haſtings had an opportu- 
nity, in January 1782, when he was at Patna, of ſeeing, 
and being informed of it, which I belieye he was, 

What meaſures did government take to oblige them to 

y their balance ? 

Raja Kelleram was confined for the balance that appear- 
ed againſt him, and Rajah Cullian Sing's Jagheer was at- 
tached by government to make good his proportion of the 
balance. : | 

Was it paid? 5 

When I came away from Patna, the latter end of 1785, 
part of it was paid, and Raja Kelleram was out of confine- 
ment. G 

Do you ſuppoſe that theſe perſons could have expected 
any indulgence from government, in not exacting the ba- 
lance due, when it was notorious, or might have been 
eaſily aſcertained, that they had really collected more than 


the amount of their ſettlement from the country, and on 


what ground ? | 

After having obtained the farm of the country, they 
might have expected any thing—the ſame patronage that 
had given them the country, they might think would have 
Itberated them from their balance and confinement. 

W hat then was the cauſe or foundation of that ſuppoſed 
patronage? 

The ſupport and friendſhip of the Governor General, 
and Gungergovind Sing, through whom the farm had 
been obtained. 

By what means obtained ? 

We had various reports on the ſubject. 

What were thoſe reports? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


And 
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And' being again called in; 
He was aſked, | | 
What was the general prevailing opinion at Patna, 
among the natives, on this ſubject ? 
The opinion of the natives, whether well or ill-founded, 
was, that they purchaſed the office. - 
Was that your opinion, and that of the Europeans in 
general at Patna ? | 
beg to decline anſwering that queſtion. 
Do you anſwer poſitively for the real exiſtence of ſuc 
a general opinion among the natives? | 
The opinion was certainly very general. 
Did any facts, giving riſe to ſuch report and opinion, 
come out to the public? 
The report originated, I believe, with the parties them- 
ſelves, the farmers ; but as to facts, that is, the actual re- 
ceipt or payment of the money, I am not perſonally ac- 
quainted with any. i 
Is it your opinion, that although Rajah Kelleram was 
confined, and kept ſo long a time for his balance to go. 
vernment, there might nevertheleſs have been, in the firſt 
inſtance, a fraudulent underſtanding between him and peo- 
ple in power at Calcutta? 
I think it very poffible. 
On what principles? Is 
On this principle —That having been powerfully patro- 
nized at Calcutta, it is poſſible that Rajah Kelleram — — 
have been given to underſtand, that it was a neceſſary 
meaſure to ſave appearances, and that he might ſoon be 
releaſed, upon eaſier terms than paying his balance. 
Do you believe that to have been the caſe? 
I think it very probable. | 
Do you know, or did you ever hear, from what you 
deem credible authority, that any ſum, or engagement 
for a ſum of money, was given by theſe perſons to Mr. 
Haſtings ? | 
I beg the indulgence of the committee, to be excuſed 
anſwering that queſtion. | 
Why do you aſk for that indulgence ? 
I wiſh that the committee would be pleaſed to indulge 
me in that reſpect, without giving my reaſons. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 
He was aſked, | | 
Do you know that any ſum, or engagement for a ſum 
of money, was given by thoſe per!ons to Mr. Haſtings *? 
* cannot take upon myſelf to ſay abſolutely that I 
Wit. 
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Have you heard it, and from what authority ? 
I certainly heard ſo, | 
From what authority ? 
I deemed the authority good. 
What authority ? 
Am I obliged to anſwer that queſtion ? 
You are obliged to anſwer it. | 
I think that I heard it frorn the parties themſelves ; and 
I know that Mujadis Roy, the Vakeel or agent of Rajah 
Cullian Sing, told me ſo ſome time in the months of June 
or July 1781, in Calcutta, 
Wy you receive the ſame information from any body 
elſe | 
I did not receive the information from any body elſe 
that I recolle& now, that money was paid—l heard only 
that money was to be paid. ; 
Was it in money, or by the engagement, called a Teep, 
and in whoſe name? 
I heard it was by a written engagement, or Teep, and 
in the name of Rajah Cullian Sing. 
What was the ſum ? 
I heard four lacks of Rupees. 
Did you ever hear what diſpoſition was made of that 
Teep, or if it was ever paid, and to whom? 
The money I underitood was paid to Gungergovind 
Sing, on Mr. Haſtings's account. 
To whoſe hands was the Teep given, by the perſon that 
avent? _ | | 
l It is impoſſible for me to ſay to whoſe hands, unleſs I 
had ſeen it delivered. | 
What did you hear from the Vakeel was done with it ? 
T do not recolle& that particularly.— I heard alſo from 
Mr. Wheler the ſum of four lacks was to be paid. —Mr. 
Wheler mentioned it to me one morning in the courſe of 
converſation, when I was remonſtrating with him on the 
hardſhip and injuſtice of ſacrificing a public body, ſuch as 
our Council was, to two ſuch men. 
To whom did Mr. Wheler ſay it was to be paid? 
He did not expreſs to me to whom. 
Did you underſtand for what purpoſe it was to be paid? 
I underſtood it was for giving thoſe men the farm of the 
country, | 
Do you mean that the four lacks was to be given to the 
Eaſt India Company, or to any of their ſervants ? 
I certainly did not underſtand it at the time as a dona- 
tion to the Eaſt India Company, I underſtood it certainly 
to their ſeryants—it is merely matter of opinion. 5 
LG 
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To which of their ſetvants? 

I underſtood to Mr. Haſtings ; that was the opinion I 
formed at the time in my own mind, | 
Did you not, at that time, conſider that the four lacks to 

be paid in by this teep might be the remaining part of the 
balance due from them on account of their ſettlement ? 

Certainly not—— The circumſtance I have mentioned 
happened ſome time in December 1780, or January 1781, 
previous to their having taken charge of the country, or 
executed their public engagements. ' | 

When you ſtate the ſum given to Mr. Haſtings as given 
with the privity of Mr. Wheler, do you mean to ſay that 
the money was accepted with the conſent and concurrence 
of Mr. Wheler ? | 

1 do not underſtand that I have yet ſaid that any money 
was actually given. | 

Do you mean to ſay you underſtood from Mr. Wheler, 
that the teep was to be accepted with Mr. Wheler's conſent 
and concurrence ? 

Mr. Wheler never mentioned a teep to me. 

When you faid, that you heard from Mr. Wheler that 
the ſum of four lacks were to be paid, did you underſtand 
from Mr. Wheler that thoſe four lacks were to be paid with 
his conſent ? 

I certainly did not underſtand ſo at the time; I looked 
upon it to be private information of the tranſaction, which 
Mr. Wheler might have obtained as I had done. 

De you underſtand, now, that Mr. Wheler received any 
part of that money? 5 

I never had an idea that he did. I know Mr. Wheler's 
private ſentiments to be againſt aboliſhing the provincial 
councils, and giving the farm of Patna to theſe men. 

In which of the names was the ſettlement made ? 

Rajah Cullian Sing. 

Which of them was impriſoned for the balance ? 

Rajah Kelleram. 

What was the reaſon for confining this man; and why 
were not both confined ? 

Rajah Cullian Sing had viſible property he had a 
Jaghire of 80,000 Rupees a year, but he was nevertheleſs 
much in debt ; Rajah Kelleram had no viſible property, I 
believe, but a houſe, which was ſeized and fold. I was 
at the auction of that and other effects, 

As Kelleram was impriſoned, what do you believe or 
know to be the reaſon that he did not defend hingſelf, by 
accuſing, or threatening to accuſe Mr. Haſtings ?. 

I beg to decline anſwering that queſtion. 
Why? h a 

1 have my reaſons for it, which I wiſh not to give. 
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As Kelleram was impriſoned, what do you know to be 
the reaſan that he did not defend himſelf, by accuſing, or 
threatening to accuſe Mr, Haſtings ? | 

I beg the indulgence of the committee, to decline an- 
ſwering that queſtion——I have very great objections to 
anſwering it. 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 

He was directed to ſtate thoſe objections; and to inform 
the committee, whether he conceived his anſwer to that 
queſtion would tend in any manner to criminate himſelf ? 

The queſtion cannot criminate me in any manner. 

Then you mult anſwer it. 

While Kelleram was in confinement, his agents fre- 
quently came to me, and thought that I might be initru- 
mental to his enlargement; and, in the courle of the con- 
verſation that paſſed, they gave as a reaſon to me why 
they durſt not do ſuch a thing as criminate thoſe that gave 
him the farm, that it was dangerous to Rajah Kelleram, it 
might be fatal ro him ;—they ſaid, Has not Rajah Nun- 
comar been hanged ? this may be the fate of Rajah Kel- 
leram ; or words to that effect, to the beſt of my recollec- 
tion. The perſons that came to me, I recolle& one of 
them was Mooteran, the Vakeel of Rajah Kelleram; an- 
other man uſed to come to me, whole name I do not 
recollect: Rajah Kelleram's ſon, Ball Govin, uſed to come 
to me—it was with one of theſe men that this converſation 
happened. 

Then was it a thing admitted, or taken for granted, in 
the converſations you allude to, that Kelleram had ſuch a 
weapon of defence againſt Mr. Haſtings, but was afraid to 
make ule of it? 

I certainly underſtood it ſo, 

Was the change in the revenue ſyſtem made in 1781, at- 
tended with any and what diminution in the general charges 
of collections, and all eſtabliſhments, or any of the 1e- 
venue ? | 

As the allowances to the members of the Council were 
continued, till they were otherwiſe provided for, I do not 
think there could have been any immediate diminution of 
expence. | | 

Was the change diſtreſsful to the members of the Pro- 
vincial Councils, their aſſiſtants, and ſervants, in any, and 
what degree! 

Ir was certainly highly diſtre'sful to our feelings as men, 
to be turned out of office, and ordered down to the Preti- 
dency—we had conſidered our fituations as fixed. The 
mealure of Provincial Councils had been adopted by the 
former government; it had been received by the Supreme 


Council, 
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Council, approved by the Court of Directors, and, by 
having been made known to the legiſlature, had virtually 
received legal fanftion ;—the diſmiſſion was what we little 
expected from the hand of one man, who was, virtually, 
the government of Bengal, after one appointments had re- 
ceived the ſanction of ſuch high authority. 

The queſtion is, What was the diſtreſs it occaſioned to 
the members of the Council, their affiſtants, and ſer- 
vants ? | | 

I will ſtate that : Some of us had houſes and land, 
our aſſiſtants had ſome of them alſo houſes. Having 
conſidered ourſelves in a fixed ſituation, we had our occu- 
pations, our purſuits, and amuſements—We had it in our 

wer to afford aſſiſtance to ſome needy friends, who de- 

nded upon us—Our own misfortunes were much aggra- 
vated by finding our friends involved in the ſame calamity 
as ourſelves.— Allow me to ſay, that we had endeavoured 
to govern the people who were placed under our charge 
with moderation and humanity——we felt not a little for 
their ſituation alſo, who were ſo ſenſible of the conſe- 
quences to themſelves, of being delivered up to the arbi- 
trary will of ſuch men, whole character they were perfectly 
acquainted with, that the terror they conceived upon the 
occaſion is only to be compared to an apprehended invaſion 
of a ravaging army of Marattas ; and as to our own feel- 
ings, they can only be compared to an expulſion from 
houſe and home—for it was in reality to ſome of us an 
actual baniſhment, and to myſelf equal to diſmiſſion from 
the Company's {ervice—for, being of a rank in the ſervice 
ſaperior to the preſident of the new committee, and my 
mind employed in the buſineſs of the revenue, I could 
not hold any office in the revenue in future without ſub- 
mitting to the painful degradation of obeving the orders of 
my juniors ; a thing held as difgraceful in the ſervice df 
the Eaſt India Company, as it would be thought in his 
Majeſty's ſervice for the Colonel of a regiment to be put 
under the command of one of his Subalterns. 

Do you know Gungergovind Sing ? 

I do. | A RP 

What was his office and power during Mr. Haſtings's 
__ adminiſtration ? 

During the latter part of his adminiſtration G ungergo- 
vind Sing was conſidered by the natives as the ſecond per- 
ſonage in the government, though his office was that of 
Duan to the committee of revenue. 


W hat was the general opinion of the natives of the uſe 
he made of his power; | 


I always heard him (ſpoken very ill of by the natives; as 
/ a man 
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a man univerſally hated by them for his lations and 
* w; which he _—_ his powers ſubſervient. 
hat was the opinion of Europeans ? 

'The ſame. 

Do you know, or have you heard from authority that 

you deem good, any facts i ph ſup . of theſe opinions? 
I do not know any thing myſelf particularly, but that a 
man they called Ram Chunder Sain, who was as likely to 
know his tranſactions as any. man in Bengal, afſured me, 
in 1781, that even then Gungergovind Sing had accumu- 
lated above a Crore of Rupees, and he declared to me he 
had an account of the particulars. 

Do you give credit to what that man told you ? 

I believed it. 

From your knowledge of Gungergovind Sing's fituation 
and power, do you think it likely that he had or might 
have nearly accumulated ſuch a ſum ? f 

I think it probable. 

Was the giving Bahar in farm to Cullian Sing * Kel- 
leram, in your opinion productive only of a temporary or 
of a laſting prejudice to the revenue ? 

Of a laiting prejudice, becauſe they deſolated the coun. 
try, ruined agriculture, diſtreſſed the people, and cauſed 
many of them to fl 

What do you 8 the loſs at to the Company on 
the revenues of Bahar, to the time of your leaving Ben- 
ga] ? 


I imagine it could not be leſs than twenty-five Lack of 


Ru 

Could you, if called upon, make out that by accounts? 

I could render it probable; I think evident. 

W hat office did *** Kelleram hold under the Patna 
Council? 

He had been Naib Duan, and we appointed him to the 
charge of the collections of Sircar Rotas in 1779 and 
1780. 

Dia he collect the amount of his ſettlement for Rotas ? 

I believe he collected more than the ſettlement he ſent 
to Patna. | 

Did he pay it up to government ? 

He did not. 

W hat was the balance ? 

Of about 75,cco Rupees, to the beſt of my recollec- 
tion. 

What means were taken to make him pay that balance ? 

We put him under Mohuſsles, or in the cuſtody of an 


officer. 
| When, 
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When, and by whom, was he releaſed from that re- 
ſtraint? 5 
By the Patna Council ſome time in September 1780; 
but I cannot be particular as to dates. | 
For what reaſon was he releaſed, if he had not paid his 
balance ? | 
I was at that time acting chief at Patna, and releaſed 
him by a vote of my Council, in which I was left in a mi- 
nority. He had received a Perwanna from Mr. 1 
r. 


to come to Calcutta. received alſo a letter from 
Haſtings direQting me to permit him to come down. 

Did you report”the facts to the Governor General and 
Council, or to Mr. Haſtings particularly. 

I wrote an anſwer to Mr. Haſtings, ſtating his ſituation, 
to which I wiſhed to have waited his reply, but my coun- 
cil over ruled me. 

Was the Balance due by Keileram ever paid ? 

Never, that I heard of. 

At what time did he go from Patna to Calcutta ? 

I cannot be preciſe as to dates, but he went away the 
day after his enlargement, which was ſome time in the 
rainy ſeaſon in 1780. Cy US a 

Did you ever hear, and from whom, what was the 
m—_ of his embezzlement during his colleftorſhip of 

otas ? . 

He boaſted publickly it was 60, ooo Rupees. 

Did you record your opinion of the ſettlement made 
with theſe perſons? 5 

I did. | 

Was it to the ſame effect with the evidence you have 
now given? « 

Preciſely. | 
Have you known during the time of your continuance 
in the Company's ſervice any farms, except this, let to any 


farmer of revenue for a e. on condition of the 


payment of their rents, agreed on 

I know ſome inſtances. 

Were they to Zemindars or Farmers ? 

Both. 

Can you name them ? | 

The diſtrict of Sonnour, and part of Shawabad, in Ba- 

har, had been given to one Noor ul Huſſin Cawn, upon 
a leaſe, which after a certain period was to be perpetual. 


At what time, and for what cauſe, was this ſettlement 


made ? 
The ſettlement took place with him before I came to the 
Patna Council; and it failed whilſt I was a member. 
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Was it rene wed? 

It was not. 

Was the farm continued to Kelleram and Cullian Sing, 
after the failure of their engagements ? - 

A very little time afterwards it was found they could not 
go on another year; ſo they were diſmiſſed in the middle 
of the ſecond year, | 

As you have ſtated, that the courſe, 'of Juſtice was diſ- 
turbed and uſurped by theſe two farmers, whether Sir 
Elijah nu 75 te cg" not _ Patna _— tho contin dance of 
this farm T9 LES 

He did. 

How long did he ſtay at Patna 2 
He was there ſome time; then went down to Bogl 5 
and came back again to Patna ; and hearing that all was 
peace and quietneſs at Benares, he hurried vp there with 
all poſſible expedition. : 

Did he take any ſteps towards the furtherance of the 
adminiftration of juſtice, and e grievances, whilſt 
he ftaid at Patna ? 0 

Though the profeſſed object of bis journey was to hear 
appeals, yet he took no eps whatever, chat I ever OO 
of, to perform that duty a % 

And then the Witneſs was directed to ubdate. 
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Veneris, 


WILLIAM HARWOOD. 8; 
1 Ne eh To enn pit Bolle n 


* 


Veneris, 23 die Martii 1787. 

COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of yuge of High Crimes and Miſ- 

demeanors, / preſented to the Houſe agaioſt 
Warren Haſtings, Eſquire, late Governor 
General of Bengal, | A 


* 1 0 
A W 


How long was you Chief of the Provincial Council of 
Dinagepor ee oy 

From the beginning of the year 1775 to the beginning 
of the year 1780. Sap, vs 
At what time were any particular diſtricts ſeparated 
from your diviſion, in order to form ſeparate collectorſhips? 

About the month of Auguſt 1777, the province of 
Rungpoore ; and early in the beginning of the next year | 
the Purgunnas of Silberris were ſeparated from our di- | 


ILLIAM HARWOOD, Eſquire, called in, and 


examined. 


on. | | 
* public uſe or purpoſe were theſe ſeparations 
e | 
For none that I know of. | 
After theſe ſeparations, how much of the original divi- 
fion of Dinagepore was left under the management of the 
Provincial Council? | | 
If we except the Zemindary of Dinagepore, which was 
alſo in effect ſeparated. from our diviſion, we retained about 
a quarter of our original diviſion. 
Was the eſtabliſhed number of the Council ſtill kept 
compleat, diminiſhed, or increaſed ? | 
They were continued compleat. 6.4 
Was the expence of the whole eſtabliſhment reduced, in 
conſequence of the ſeparation of the diftricts ? | 
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No. | 

Was you, as a Provincial Council, charged with neglect 
of, or being unequal to, your duties, as à reaſon for the 
rations * | | 


II do not remember that we were ever charged with 
neglect or inability. 4 


s WIT EIA WARWOOD. 


Do you collect the amount of the ſettlement of the diſ- 
tricts . „ or at any time in your charge compleat, 
or wo there any —_ ? . 

n ſome years we collect whole compleat; in 
others, very unconfiderahſe balances were: left. 

Do you know whether the ſettlement of the diſtricts ſe- 
from an were fully Ae or if any 
were: 


_ Very, conſiderable balances were left. 
nf amaunt of your. own balance at 


+ of not. remetober- the cad ſum, but it was very 
trifling. 


Are you of opinion,, that the inability of the Provincial 
Councils, from the decline of the revenues, was a futh- 
_ reaſon for roms them ? cnabaliey 
do not-ayprehend. there was. an the 
of the Provins Councils, 2 I cannat fu 
could be urged as a reaſon for their abolition. 

* — there any ſactions in your Council 3 


may, ſay none at all, for. the five ye: I 
was: e that Council. 1 — Lt 22 J thas s 


bY 


Where is the ene of Babarbund ? 

It 1 the province of Rungpore, and i is to the Faft- 
ward o it, 

Do you know upon what terms the Zemindary of that 
Pyrgunnak Waren ta Mr. Baſtings's Banyan, i in the 
name of his ſon 

No, I do not. 


Do you recollect the apinion of à gentleman, member 
of. the ſelect committee, in the year 1775. with re ſpect ta 
the preſent Provincial Councils, in theſe words: © Lam 
of opinion that. the: jnflitution - was r 
4 wro 
I Bas not the leaſt tecalleſtion of it. 


And. then the e was a e 


EW aN LAW, Biquire/ called: Hinend i 


Was you in Council at Patna when a ſeparate Collector- 
1 nas formed for Mir. James. Barton, partly out of your 
þ 


I really do not recollet—1 was a member of the Patna 


Council at that time ; but..it will appear from. the, Com- 
y's records, _ 


Was you Chief at Patna when a ſeparate Colle&orſhip 
was formed out of your diſtri for Mr. Charles Greme— 


and 
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and mben the difrift of Tirhut was made over to the e- 
I was. 
Fer what _—_ uſe or Papa want eh &parntivns 
I really canner tell. 
8 that Gy were intended fot public 
I am to ſuppoſe they were ſo intended: Whether t 
anſwered that purpeſe or not, I did not ſtay Jong env 
id you at the tine confider cheſe mbtaſures as nuatters 
of perſonal favour, and perſonal favour only? 
I ˙ Sifoar beran = = 'thavecr of prithce 
fayour. 
— it . patticular indulgence te the Ze- 
mindar. 
the intrigues of that Zemindar that the failure of the 
ceding renter ought to be atttibuted ? 25 
conſultations at the time. 
| Then an Extract of à Letter from dhe Witneſs to 


mindar ? 

made ? 

uſe, of otherwi 

to judge of by its effects. a 

certainly eonfidered the appointment of Mr. Grætne 

What did you at the time think of Tirhun ? 
Did you ever record your opinion, that it was owing to 
I muſt refer, for an anfrrer e this queſtion, e the Pate 


Mr. Francis, dated 23 5th February 1772, being cead 


to the Witneſs, as follows: 


I I cannot but obſerve, that at the lame time 
* we are ſo ſeverely reprehended for the decreaſe 
+ Jumma, Tirhut with its dependences is in a man- 
4 ner taken out of e ere and tho fettlement 
made, with very large and particular allowances, to 
the Zemindar "is whoſe intrigues I have recorded 
$ 5 1 failure" of the late renter may be 
ood meaſure attribated,*” 


1 ion was repeated ? 


I have no doubt, from wins bas been juſt now read to 
„ Nn fo re» 


cube redoilect ev 
. e a 


— 


i? 
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9 


After theſe defalcations- of particular diſtriQs, "RY the 
Provincial Council of Patna continue in the —— 
of the remainder ? 


To the beſt of my recollection, they did. 

What was the original | eſtabliſhed number of that Coun- 
cil, from 1773 
14 belieye it originally conſiſted of three members 1 after- 
wards it was increaſed to four, and to five. 102 

Was that number of five increaſed or diminiſhed. after 
the ſeparation of the diſtrits? U 

I rather think there was an additional member. 

For what public uſe or purpoſe was there an additional 
member appointed? 

I really cannot tell. * Bis 36464p 

Was the expence of the whole eſtabliſhment of the Pro- 
vincial Council at Patna reduced, in nenne of the 
ſeparation of the diftrifts ? ?? 41 48/295 4s 

I do not remember any. - 

While your duties and labours were diminiſhed by 
the abovo ſeparations, do you mean to ſay that your ex- 
pence and number, as a Council, were increaſed, or di- 
miniſhed ? | 

The addition of a member to the Council muſt have 
been attended with an increaſe of the PANE] 1 remem- 
ber no other increaſe. . - 

Was you, as a Provincial Conmeit, charged with ne- 
2 of, or being unequal to, mo duties, as 4 reaſon 


r the ſeparations? - 


We were not. 
Was you, or "OP of you, diſmiſſed for negleft 0 or in- 
W 0 


1101 

Dy it your: e that the inability. of the Na! 
Councils, from the decline of the revenues, was a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for aboliſhing thoſe Councils? 

I cannot ſpeak to the abolition, of the Provincial Coun- 
ein, becauſe it is a meaſure that took place after my de- 
parture from the country. 

Your opinion is defixed on we general ability of thoſe 
Councils to perform their duties? 

] ſuppoſe, in general, they were able to perform. their 
7 1 
7 you of opinion that the management of the re- 


venues may te better conduRteg by Provincial Councils, or 
by Collectors 2 . 


. Soppoſing 


ALEXANDER HIGGINSON. 85 


Suppoſing the. Collector to have a knowledge of the 


language, and. all other neceſſary qualifications, I ſappoſe 
the buſineſs would be 1 with more caſe and diſ- 
n by à Collector. 

And then the witneſs was direftcd 1 to withdraw, | 


ALEXANDER  HIGGINSON; Efouire, 2 and 
| examined. 42 
How _ was you in Council at Burdwan ? 
Between four and five years. 
Did the Supreme Board, while it conſified of Mr. 
Haſtings, General Clavering, Colonel Monſon, Mr. Bar- 
well, and Mr. Francis, form a ſettlement directly with 


the Rajah, as Zemindar, for two years, commencing in 
A] ril 1776? 


I was Chief of the Council at that time, and the ſettle. | 


ment was then formed. 
Was that ſettlement collected Ne 


To the beſt of my recolleftion, the firſt year was com- 


pletely realized. There might have been ſome balance the 
ſecond year; but as I am entirely unprovided with mate- 
rials, having by accident loſt my papers, I cannot ſpeak as 
to the particular ſum ; but whatever ſum it was, it either 
was, or might” have been, cafily realized from the Ze- 
mindar. | 

Was it collected without oppreſſion to the country ? 

My opinion in general is, that it was, as far as an arbi- 
trary country will admit. Dn 

as it a favourable ſettlement for government 7 

believe it was formed upon a medium of three or five 
years E and the country, as well as the Zemindar, 
was fully able to 


pay it. 


At what time was the ſeparate Collectorſhip of Midna- 


pore formed out of the Burdwan Zilla for Mr. Pearce ? 

I do not recolle& the particular time; but it was about 
ſix months before I left the Chiefſhip. | 

For what A wc. or 1 was that ſeparation 
made? 4} 

I do not know. 

Does it occur to you, that any 'pablic purpoſe of aue 
was to be anſwered by it. 

The only purpoſe which occurs to me was that as Mr. 
Pearce and Mr. Charters made a ſettlement dome months 
before, Mr. Pearce was ordered by the Governor Gene- 
ral and Council to reſide on the * to manage the col- 
lection. 

Was 


of 
1 
1 
4 
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My opinion is, that it might have n well done 
by the — 

Was the expence of the general eſtabliſhment of the 
Council. at Burdwan diminiſhed or increaſed in conſe- 
guence af that fe ration ? f 
0 che beſt of uy knowledge it continued the fame, 
becauſe the vacant ſent in Burdwan was not filled during 
the time I ſtaid there; but it afterwards was. 

Are you of opinion, that the inability of the Pronimgial 
Councils, from the decline of the revenues, was a fuffi- 
con reafon for diffolving them? 8 

O0. 

Who is Gunga Govin Sing 7 

I knew him in ſeveral 1 firſt, as Naib PA 
nongo at Moorſhedabad;; afterwards he was Duan of the 
Calcutta committee ; Wards he was Naib of the 
ſah to the Ro Royan and then he was at the head of the 
Aumeen Datter, eftabliſhed under Meſſrs. Anderſon und 
Bogle z after that he was Duan of the Calcutta General 
Committee. 

What was his office and power during Mr. Haſtings's 
adminiſtration, from the end 1 75 oy ? 

I was net in the revenue branch at that time; I was pre- 
paring to leave India then. 

What was the e ale bits of he 


he made of his power ? 

A very bad one. | . | 

In what reſpect? 

Mis influence at the Kalſah gave him e of 
being very y partial, and very frequently Mere ve. 

hat was the opinion of Europea 

My' own opinion, and the en Gs wil hit 
I converſad, was as 1 have before related. 
4 was the general opinion, and your own, of his 

wealt 

| He was ronerally thought to be very rich; [the particular 
ſum I cannot aſcertain, 

Is not Midnapore a frontier province, and part of it 
woody and mountainous, inhabited YA 2 wild di ly 
race of people? a * 


Great part of it is. 
What is the diſtance from buck to the 4 of 


the M Province? n 
If above a hundred miles. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


PETER 
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PETER MOORE, Eſquire, called in, and examined. 
Was you in the revenue department in Bengal Þ' 


I] was. 


In what Councils? 


Firſt in the Provincial Council of a, next in that 
of Moorſhedabad. 


Are you —_ with, the tuation of tha Zemindary 
of Babarbund 


It lies to the eaſtward of Dinagepore and Rungpore. 1 
* ſtationed i 2 that ie. 
a hom did it origi 
L believe to the — a af Radſhi,, belonging to 


Ranny Bowann 


For what a was it taken from the Ranny of Radſhi, 
and given to Cantoo Baboo ) 


Ido not exactly recollect: I believe on ſame. plea of in- 


ity or inſuffioieney in her ta manage it, or ſomo pro- 
tended decline in the revenue, owing to mi nt. 


Ow what terms was. it: granted to Cantoo Baboo,. or to 
his ſon ? 


L beliove it wat a grant in perpetuity; at the revenue of 
Rupees 82 or 83, ooo per annum. 


What amount did he collect from the country * 

I cannot tell. The year: I was in that neighbourhaod 
tho ſettlement. with his under tenanta was ſomething above 
Rupees 3,53,000. The inhabitants of the country obje- 
ed to it; they aſſembled- in a body of: about five-thouſand, 

and were proceeding to Calcutta ta make known” thicir 
griovances ta the committee of revenue; they were ſtop] 
1 Coſſimhuzar by Noor: Sing Baboo, the brother of 
too Naboo, and there _ matter: was: s: compromiſed ; in 
what, manner L cannot 

Who:is Nundoo du: Lol Roy * 

He was: the farmer of Radſhi, under. the: diviſion of 
Mkfoorſhedabad,. when I was a member of that Council. 
He men difmifisd ſervant of the Nanny of Radſhi. 

Did: be pay his revenue? 

He did not. | 

What balance did: he leave ? 

Nhe witnefs defires: to refreſſi his memory from his 
own. memorandums made at Moorfhedabad, and 
at Calcutta. 

The firſt was incurred in 1777-8, Bengal year; ending 
April 1758, amounting to Rupecs7,57,928. Second ba- 
lance, Bengal year ending April 1782, being the fiſt 
year of the * the committee of revenue, he 


then 


\ 


© FETER MOORE 
then had the farm given to him again, and incurred 2 
further balance of Rupees 4257-583, making Rupees 
12,15,511. 
Vas his hen you came away ſtill indebted to govern- 
ment to that amount ? 
| belizve about * oo had been paid in diſ- 
charge of tha laſt balance of Rupees 2795. 1 do not 
know that any thing further has been paid. _ 
Do you know who Kelleram is? | £ 
He is renter of the Bahar Province, either in pak or | 


dhe Whole. e 189%; 1 


Do you know an thing eg Thy given, or engagetnent 
entered into, by Kelleram and Cullian Sing, or either of 
_ © thiery, for à ſum of money to be paid * —— to 010 

Haſtings, or for his uſe. 75. 


No, I do not. 
Have you no Been whatſoever on that ſabjeA ? 


I have ſome information on the ſubject, but 1 —_ the 
committee will indulge me in not 9 it. mr 
Why do you aſſ that indulgence? 
It may bring a diſcredit upon others, which 1-ſhould be 
unwilling to do. 
And then the witneſs wasdirefted to withdraw. 
And being again called 17. 2 
He was aſked, Wee e 
Does it tend to criminate yourſelf 2 = 
% a perſon: from whom 1 po the information i is 
What is the information you poſſeſs on the ſabjea ? 
When the Provincial Councils were aboliſhed; 4 was at 
Moorſhedabad ; I returned to Caleutta the latter end of 
October, or the beginning of November, 1981. Mr. 
Wheler was my particular friend. Immediately on my ar- 
rival I went to him; the ſubject of our converſation 
turned on the extraordinary revenue ſyſtem that had taken 
lace, He ſaid he had done all he could to prevent it. 
hat the plan had been three times to him, and 
three times had it been altered, on objections made by 
him—That he ultimately did not concur; but did not op- 
ſe, becauſe it was to no purpoſe That a ſum of money 
ad been offered to him ſince its inſtitution. © That the 
ſum received from Kelleram had been four Lacks of Ru- 
pees, one half of which, or the whole, I do not recollect 


exaQly which, had been offered to him, (to uſe the words 
of Mr. Wheler,) « as the only money which had been in 
„his diſpoſal fince he came t the chair nen name was 


Who 


mentioned. 1195 
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Who did you underſtand to be meant by his and he? 

The perſon who had come to the chair of Bengal, the 
Governor General. Mr. Wheler did not mention this to 
me in confidence; ſo far to the con , he mentioned it 
in terms from which he meant to derive merit from his 
reſiſtance to ſuch a temptation. * 4 7 4 

Do you mean that the words his and he mean to refer to 
a different perſon, in the end of your anſwer, to what 

they did in the beginning :? 66 
I have delivered them as the words uſed by Mr. Wheler. 
Alt was a mode of expreſſion adopted by him to avoid 
mentioning the name of the Governor General, to which 
be and his only can apply. | 8 

The firſt (him) of money offered to him, then means 
that it was offercd to Mr. W heler ? | 

Yes. 

Whether Mr. Wheler, previous to the words you have 
quoted as his 2 Wheler's) had named or alluded to 
Mr. Haſtings, fo as to make it clear that the words he and 
his muſt allude to Mr. Haſtings ? 

We had before been talking of Mr. Haftings's meaſures, 
and of the meaſures of the Government General. 

Did you or did you not underſtand from Mr. Wheler 
that Mr. Haſtings did receive four Lacks of Rupees for 
aboliſhing the Provincial Councils ? DES 

No, certainly not—the money was received from Kel- 
leram, who had only one farm under thay new inſtitution. 

What was the ſum received from Kelleram? 

'The ſam I have heard, was four Lacks. 

Was the money ſo given in conſideration of Mr. Haſ- 
tings giving them, (Kelleram and Cullian Sing,) the farm 
of the province of Bahar in perpetuity ? 

I cannot ſpeak to it as a fack—I elieve it muſt have 
been ſo. | | 

What reply did Mr. Wheler tell you he made to the 
propoſal ? : : . 

He did not tell me he gave me ſufficiently to under- 
ſtand that he had declined it, but he went on with the 
converſation between him and the perſon making the ten- 
der, that very ſufficiently indicated his refuſal. The words 
were, uſing the third perſon's words as before, Then,“ 
ſays he, „it ſhall go to the Maratta fund.” 

Do you know who is Nobkiſſen? 

Lord Clive's Moonſhee. 

Do you know any thing of his being appointed Seza- 
wal of the diſtrict of Burdwan ? 3 

He was appointed Sezawal of Burdwan in 1780, the 
year preceding the appointment of the committee of re- 
venue, and held it two years. 4 

t 
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At what rate did he ſettle with government for the re- 
venue of Burdwan ? 

The firſt year he held it at about thirty-eight lacks— 
the ſecond. year the committee levied an increaſe, I think, 
of five-lacks, _ 

Did he pay it ? 

1 firſt FL he paid hats ue ſecond year he left 

balance of Rupees 1,83,500. 

* What general die did he make of his power in Burd- 
wan 

His conduct was ſaid to be very irregular, and his exac- 
tions very great, and it clearly appears fo, from his pay- 
ments being to ſo much greater amount the ſecond year 
cy they were the firſt. 

Do you know, or have you any valid reaſons to believe, 
that Macpherſon did at any time declare, that as ſoon 
as it might be in his power, he would compel Gunga Go- 
vin Sing to refund, or to that effect. 

I. have received information on that ſubject, but I de- 
fire to be excuſed anſwering that queſtion, 

Why do you wiſh to be excuſed ? 

The. perſon from whom I received the information is a 
rn friend of mine, and I believe would not with to 

ve it mentioned. 

N it tend to criminate that perſon ? 

o. 

And the qffeftion being objected to; 
I be witnefs was defied to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 

He was aſked ; 

After the diffolution of the Councils in 1781, were there 
any ſeparate Collectorſhips continued or created for Eng- 

lith gentlemen ? 

A great many. 

What were they, and to whom were they given ? ? 

Mr. Touchet—the twenty-four Pergunnas. 

_ Mr. Dallas—Radſhi. 

Mr. Vanfittart—Nuddea. 

The reſt are included in the revenue plan delivered i in 
by Mr. Stuart. 

Mere theſe ſeparations conſiſtent or inconſiſtent with the 
general plan eſtabliſhed by Mr. Haſtings in 1781 ? : 

Directly oppoſite to his | profcſions. 

From what motive are the native renters, at a diſtance 
from Calcutta, defirous to pay their rents at Calcutta? 

That they may be left uncontrouled in their exactions, 
CPE, and extortions. 


Were 
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Were the great Zemindaries of Burdwan, Radſhi, Di- f 
nagepoor, and Nuddea, left under the management of the | 
reſpective Zemindars, in conformity to the plan of 1781. " 
urdwan was not—Radſhi was not—Din r was 

given to Rajah Deval Sing, whoſe exaQtions were ſuch as 
to caufe an inſurrection of the whole country, and the 
Company's troops were turned out to quell it, -—Nuddea 
was, given nominally in charge to the Rajah ; but Mr. 
Macdowal, a ſervant of the Company, was ftationed over 
him, to keep him punctual in his payments. 

Who is Gunga Govin Sing ? 

He was, when [I left Bengal, Duan to the committee of 
revenue. 

What was his office and power during Mr. Haſtings's 
adminiſtration, fince 1780. 

He was formerly Duan to the Provincial Council ſta- 
tioned at Calcutta, of which I was a member ; his con- 
duct then was licentious and unwarrantable, oppreſſive and 
extortionary : He was ſtationed under us to be an humble 
and ſubmiſſive ſervant, and to be of uſe to us in the diſ- 
charge of our duty; his conduct was every thing the re- 
verſe—we endeavoured to correct the miſchiefs he was 
guilty of as much as poſſible. In one attempt to releaſe 
fifteen perſons illegally confined by him, we were diſmiſſed 
our offices; a different pretence for our diſmiſſion was 
held out, but it was only a pretence. Since his appoint- 
ment as Duan to the preſent committee of revenue, his 
line of conduct has only been a continuance of what I 
have deſcribed, but upon 2 larger ſcale. 

What was the general opinion of the natives of the uſe 
he made of his power ? 4 

He was looked up to by the natives as the ſecond perſon 1 
in the goverament, if not the firſt; he was conſidered as 
the only channel for obtaining favour or employment from 
the Governor. There is hardly a native family of rank 
or credit within the three provinces, whom he has not | 
ſome time or other diſtreſſed and afflicted; ſcarce a Zemin- 4 
dary that he has not diſmembered and plundered. 

Was you in a fituation to know this to be true? 

I certainly was. | 

What was the general opinion, and your own, concern- 
ing his wealth ? a 0 

: | It is almoſt impoſſible to form a competent judgment, 
his means of acquiring it have been ſo extenſive. I had 
an account ſhewn to me about July 1785, ſtating his ac- 
quiſitions at three hundred and twenty lacks of Rupees. 
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Do you believe it poffible he could have acquired that 
ſam. or any thing like it ? 

I do really believe he has acquired the greateſt part of it; 
be certainly had the means ſo to do. 

What were the profeſſed objects and effect of the ap- 
pointment of the committee of revenue in 1781, with re- 
ſpect to the collection of the revenues, and government of 
„„ | in ERS. | , 
Ihe profeſſed objects were, retrenchments of expence, 
and improvement of revenue; the effects were, increafe 
of expence, and decreaſe of revenue. I wiſh to exemplify 
this anſwer—the increaſe of revenue E to be made, 
and promiſed to the public the four firſt years, amounted 
to Rupees 85,10,152, the balances uncollected on the 1 3th 
of July 1785, which allowed fifteen months to the laſt 
year, amounted to no leſs a ſum than Rupees 1, 26, 23.624, 
exceeding the propoſed increaſe by Rupees 41, 13,472; to 
which is to be added Rupees 24, 83.675, increaſe of ex- 
pence during thoſe four years, exceeding the eſtabliſhment 
of the Provincial Councils. | 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
2K] Io report a progreſs, &c. 
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COMMITTEE of the Whole Houſe on the 
Articles of Charge of High Crimes and 
Miſdemeanors, preſented to the Houſe 
againſt. Warren Haſtings,, Eſquire, late Go- 
vernor General of Bengal. 


ILLIAM MARKHAM, Eſquire, called in, and 


examined. 


7 85 you private Secretary to Mr. Haſtings in 1780? 
„„ 10 Denn 

Do you recollet Mr. Haſtings having mentioned to 
you, in June 1780, that he had received a preſent of two 
lacks of Rupees from Cheyt Sing, through his Buxey 
Suddanund t 16 9 20907 A550 

I recolle& going with Mr. Haſtings in his carriage to 
Sir John Day's; he meant to certify from Sir John Day 
the terms of a coalition which had been reciprocally en- 
tered into between him and Mr, Francis. On the return 
he told me, that Sir John Day was a cautious man, and 
did not chuſe to decide between them. Some minutes of 
Council at this time had paſſed, and objections had been 
made by Mr. Francis and Mr. Wheler to an expedition 
propoſed by the Governor General into the country of 
Malva, on account of the expence that the Company 
would be put to by the difference of the troops being in 
cantonments or upon actual ſervice out of the provinces, 
That lately Suddanund, Rajah Cheyt Sing's Buxey, had 
been with him, and had offered him a preſent of two 
lacks of Rupees. That he had originally rejected the offer, 
but that, thinking to do away theſe objections of Mr. 
Francis and Mr. Wheler, by offering a ſum equal to the 
contingent expences, he had accepted it, and that it was 
paid, or to be paid, into the hands of Mr. Croftes, the 
ſub-treaſurer. That he was now under a difficulty, as, in 
the event of the expedition not being agreed to by the 
Board, he did not know what to do with this ſum of 
money, as he could not think of taking it himſelf. Some 
days ago I ſaw Mr. Haſtings, and wiſhing to be correct in 
my evidence before this committee, I requeſted to ſee the 
copy of a letter in my-own hand-writing, in his letter 
book, from Mr. Haſtings to Mr. Lawrence Sulivan, at 


the 
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the time that I was his private ſecretary; I made extracts 
of the parts which related to the buſineſs for which 1 
imagined I was called before this committe as a witneſs. 
The witneſs then referred to the committee, whether 
be ſhoald produce that paper, being the copy of 
+ that extract, and read it as part of his evidence. 


And then the witneſs was aſked; 

In what office was Mr. Sulivan at that time? 

1 believe he was deputy chairman of the Court of Di- 
rector 8. i | a 6 

Does the letter relate to public bufineſs ? 

In ſome parts it does—fome private. 

Was it addreſſed to him as deputy chairman of the Eaſt 
India Company, or in his private capacity ? 

In his private wy, nah 

1 did you fee Mr. Haſtings, and take theſe ex- 
tracts? | 

Since I was ordered to attend this committee as a wit- 
neſs. - 

Then you know that the copy book of theſe letters is 
now in Mr. Haſtings's poſſeſſion ? 

1 was yeſterday; but it is his copy book of his private 
rs. 

Parts of which you have Rated to be on public buſineſs 
of a public nature ? | 

The part that I have offered to this committee is relative 
to the two lacks received from Cheyt Sing. 

Do you know of any objection to the production of the 
whole of this letter, or of the copy book which contains 
it, to this committee? 

I neither know of Mr. Haſtings's objection to the pro- 
ducing it, nor that he would approve of it. 

Do you know whether there are other letters in that 
book making ſimilar communications on public matters? 

When I was ſecretary to Mr. Haſtings, I copied various 
letters into various books, When I aſked to ſee this letter 
yeſterday, we were a long time finding it, and in diſcover- 
ing in what book it was; and I do not know what parti- 
cular letters may be in that book, or to what buſineſs they 
relate. I believe no public letters are in it, becauſe it is a 
private letter book. Perhaps many people in private letters 


treat of public matters, but 1 do not know any public let- 
wr in the book. 
Was that letter ſent to be laid before the Court of Di- 
rector? | 5 
It was not; but Mr. Sulivan, in the extract which I 
meant to produce, is allowed to make a public uſe 4 — 
ubje 
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ſabje& matter of which I ſpeak, if he pleaſed, —A public 
letter was ſent to the Court of Directors, which I believe 
is now before this houſe, ſome time in the month of No- 
vember.—l think this letter, which I have extracted, went 
in a Daniſh ſhip, and was dated 3oth Auguſt, no Engliſh 
ſhip ſailing at the time. | & 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, 
He was aſked, 
Was you well acquainted with Mr. Wheler, and how 
long did you know him? © | 
J went to India with him in the year 1777, lived ſome 
time in his houſe, and during my reſidence in India, 
though ſecretary to Mr. Haſtings at the time when diſputes 
ran high in Council, was always, I believe, confidered 
him as a private friend, and one of his family whenever 
choſe to be at his houſe. 3 
Did you ever hear Mr. Wheler expreſs a diſapprobation 
of the abolition of the Provincial Councils? 12 
I recolle& he uſed often to talk with me upon the ſub- 
ject when upon a party with Mr. Haſtings, at the country 
houſe of Mr. Croftes: I was at that time, by Mr. Hat. 
tings's directions, tranſlating ſome part of a plan of Gunga 
Govin Sing. He faid he confidered the whole of the plan 
as a good one for the collection of the revenue, on account 
of the difficulty which he ſaid there was in fixing reſponſi- 
bility upon a body of men like a Council; but he ſaid 
he thought it too bold a meaſure, confidering M. Haſtings 
as an individual, as it might be taken hold of in this 
country to his prejudice. as ne. 
Did you ever hear Mr. Wheler ſay that he had been 
offered by Mr. Haſtings, or any other. perſon ſuppoſed to 
be connected with Mr. Haſtings, a ſum of money for 
giving his conſent to the abolition of the Provincial 
Councils ? Tis 5 | 
Certainly never. ” "i 2 
Was you reſident at Benares at the time of the inſur- 
rection of Cheyt Sing? | oth 
Did you receive information that during that inſurre&ion 
2 two Begums had excited diſturbances in Oude, or either 
CR. e ee, 
On the day of Captain Mayaffer's defeat at Ramnagur, 
Mr. Johnfon had unaccountably perſuaded Mr. Haſtings 
that the beſt thing for his ſafety and the welfare of the 
Company was, that he (Mr. Haſtings) ſhould retreat by 


. 


r either to Sultanpoor, or Fyzabad, I do not 


ecolle& which; and the ſmall body of troops that were 
ten with us were ordered to be ready, As ſoon as this 
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| was made public, the Dauk Moonſhy; who tranſacted the 


buſineſs of the poſts under me, came to me with informa- 
tion that large bodies of horſe were coming from the ex- 
treme parts of the Rajah's dominions by that road ; and 
that Nudjibs and other troops were coming from the diſ- 
trict of Fyzabad by that road; and at the ſame time told 
me, that immediately as ſoon as Rajah Cheyt Sing had ac- 
quired his liberty by the aſſaſſination of the guard over 
him, he (Rajah Cheyt Sing) had diſpatched letters, by 
meſſengers on horſeback, to F yzabad. 

Was you of opinion, from any other facts within your 
own knowledge, that the Begums and the Eunuchs did 
afford aſſiſtance to Cheyt Sing during the inſurrection? 

I do not wiſh to anſwer to matters of opinion ; but I at 
that time confidered, being within two hundred miles of 


their place, their diſaffection as much a thing of notoriety 


as the American war, or any other event that I had not 
myſelf ſeen. 

Do you recolle& having converſed with Engliſh gentle- 
men upon that ſubject? and did that ſeem to be the pre- 
vailing opinion amongſt them ? 

It is a matter I cannot give in evidence, becauſe I can- 
not name the perſon I talked to upon that ſubject? 

Do you believe you did converſe with Engliſh gentlemen 
upon that ſubjeQ ? 

believe I did] recolle& Captain David Williams, 
but did not mention him, as his evidence is before the 
houſe. * 

Was you inſtructed by Mr. Haſtings to demand fifty 
lacks of Rupees on the Company's account from Cheyt 
Sing, previous to the inſurrection at Benares ? 

And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in, | 

The queſtion was repeated. 

Never. | 

Have you reaſon to believe that Cheyt Sing was told by 


any other perſon that Mr. Haſtings had made that de- 


mand ? F3%*, 

1 was informed at that time by Mr. Haſtings, that Mr. 
Wheler and Major Palmer, and, I believe, Mr. Ander- 
ſon, were the only perſons acquainted with the meaſure 
which he meant to carry into execution, that 1s, of taking 
the fifty lacks from the Rajah. I was the confidential 
friend of Mr. Haſtings, and the refident at Benares : I 
therefore do not ſuppoſe that it could have gone through 
any other channel, or poſſibly have come to the ears of 
Rajah Cheyt Sing at that time, and not till after Mr. Haſ- 
tings publiſhed his narrative, as I believe it was not till 
then generally known, 


Was 
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Was you preſent at the converſation 177 Mr, = 

tings and Cheyt Sing i in the Budjero or boat? 

No. 

Was you preſent at all converſations between Mr. Haſ- 
tings and Cheyt Sing's V akeel ? 

o the beſt of my recollection, immediately upon Mr. 
Haſtings's arrival at — he refuſed to ſee Cheyt Sing, 
or any Vakeel from Cheyt Sing; but I certainly was not 
_ at any converſation between Mr. Haſtings and the 

akeel. 

Was you at Benares and Chynar as Sir Elijab Impey 
took the depoſitions at thoſe places, relating to Cheyt 
Sing's inſurrection, and the conduct of the Begums ? 

I was ; but was preſent but once, to the beſt of my re- 
collection, when any depoſition was taken, and I torget 
who the people were that made them. 

Did you yourſelf make any depoſition on either of thoſe 
ſubjects ? 

really do not immediately recolle&, but if I did it 
will appear in the book. I conſidered the depoſitions as 
an idle buſineſs, and therefore it had no weight on my 
mind; but I believe I did not. 

Do you know any reaſon why you was not called upon 
to be examined in this committee, previous to the vote of 
this committee on thoſe ſubjects ? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 

The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 
The queſtion was repeated. ' 
I can only ſay what I heard without doors——that the 
roſecutor did not ſuppoſe my evidence would go to eſta- 
lich the facts which he aſſerted; and that Mr. Haſtings's 
friends did not call me, as they here called no witneſſes:— 
This is only hearſay, 

Do you know whether or not Bahar Ally Cawn was at 
Chunar, or Benaxes, while Mr. Haſtings was at either of 
thoſe places ? 

I believe not; at leaſt I had no inercourhs with him, ſo 
as to know that he was there. 

Did you hear from any one, that he war at either of 
thoſe places? 

To the beft of my knowledge nor. 

Was Mrs. Haſtings at Chunar? 

After the country was ſettled, ſhe came firſt to Benates, 
and then at Chunar, 

What time do you refer to by ſaying, « after the coun» 
«try was ſettled ?” : 

hen the diſturbances, occafioned by Cheyt Sinz's re- 
volt, were at an end. | | 
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Do you mean after the taking of Bidjegur ? 7 
Before the capture of Bidjegur ; but as that was ſo fat 
diſtant, and confined to ſuch a nook, (if I may uſe the 
expreſſion,) of the diſtricts of Benares, I hardly reckon 
that amongſt the diſturbances, the reſt of the country being 
perfectly quiet. 

Was it before Mr. Haſtings returned from Chunar to 
Benares the firſt time? RAS; 

After Mr. Haſtings returned to Benares. 

Then Mr. Haſtings did not ſee Mrs. Haſtings at Chunar 
till he had gone a ſecond time to that fort ? 

Mr. Haſtings, to the beſt of my recollection, met Mrs. 
Haſtings on the river ſomewhere below Benares, after he 
had returned to Benares from Chunar. | 
p 1. you recollect the date, or within a few days of the 
time 

It was an event that I thought of ſo little conſequence 
it made no imprefſion on my memcry. 

How long was it after the Nabob had departed from 
Chunar? | i ; 

The Nabob departed from Chunar before Mr, Haſtings 
had left Chunar to return to Benares. 


Then the Nabob did not fee Mrs. Haſtings at Chunar ? 


No, he did not. 

Nor at Benares ? 

He did not. 4 

Was it uſual for natives deſirous of acceſs to Mr. Haſ- 
tings to be introduced by Cantoo Baboo ? 5 

I wiſh the queſtion to be explained to me does the 
queſtion mean, to be introduced at the door as a matter of 
ceremony, or that nobody could get acceſs to Mr. Haſ- 
tings but through Cantoo Baboo ? | 
Was it uſual for natives, defirous of communicating 
with Mr. Haſtings upon buſineſs, or other matters, to be 
introduced by, and to make their applications through 
Cantoo Baboo ? | . 

Some I believe did — ſome through Mr. Haſtings's 
Moonſhee—ſome through his Areſbeg, or ſervant of cere- 
 mony—many by the native officers, or the European offi- 
cers of government.——But I believe a man of high rank 
would have conſidered it as diſgraceful to have made ap- 
plication for introduction to any body but Mr. Haſtings 
himſelf; and he was always ready to receive ſuch. 

What was Mr. Haſtings's Moonſhee's name ? 

J really do not recollect, though I often ſaw him. 

Was he known to be much in Mr. Haſtings's confi- 
dence? | | 

I do not believe that Mr. Haſtings held him in very high 
eſteem as a man of ability—and was therefore more em- 

| | Es ployed 
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ploged in the drudgery of buſineſs than in confidential 
uſineſs but I ſhould not with this to be taken upon my 
evidence, for he might be often employed in confidential 
buſineſs. ä 

Did you ever find that the Moonſhee and Cantoo Ba- 
boo had been employed in ſecret matters relating to the 
receipt of preſents by Mr. Haſtings, which had not been 
communicated to Mr. Middleton, and others of Mr. Haſ- 
tings's confidential friends ? 

| did not know of the receipt of any preſent, unleſs by 
common report in England and in India, excepting the 
one mentioned in the former part of my evidence, 

Then you was not acquainted by Mr. Haſtings with the 
receipt of the preſent of 100,000l. and upwards from the 
Nabob at Chunar ? 

I was not—ſor as it did not come into my department 
as reſident at Benares, communication would have been 
unneceſſary. 

Did you hear no rumour of that or other preſents, given 
by the Nabob to Mr. Haſtings at that period ? 

4 I did not —— and afterwards only underſtood that ten 
lacks was paid into the Company's treaſury, and not re- 
ceived by Mr. Haſtings. 

Do you recolle& when you firſt heard at all of the 
tranſaction? 

Not till after it was a thing talked of in public but the 
preciſe time I cannot ſay. | 

Was you at Chunar when the Nabob parted from Mr, f 
Haſtings ? 

I was. | 

Did Huſſein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn go 
with the Nabob, or remain behind ? | 

It is a thing I really do not recolle&, as I was not con- 
cerned in any buſineſs relating to Oude. 


[The firſt part of the witneſs's anſwer to the 2d 
queſtion, at the beginning of his evidence, was 
again read to him. | 


As the firſt part of your anſwer to the ſecond queſtion 
put to you has ao relation to the queſtion, for what pur- 
poſe have you introduced thoſe. circumſtances ? | 

I thought it was neceſſary to mention the reaſons of Mr. 
Haſtings's going to vir John Day, as his relation of the 
matter of the preſent of the two lacks to me in the car- 
riage afterwards grew out of the converſation which muſt. 
have paſſed between him and Sir John Day. I did not 
mean to enter into the merits of the cauſe, or to have 


brought it before the attention of the committee. 
Q 2 Do 
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Do you mean to affirm, that the expence was the only 
or only material objection made by Mr. Wheler and Mr. 
1 the propoſed expedition in Malva, under Major 

amac 

I have affirmed nothing of the kind—I have only re- 
peated a, converſation between Mr. Haſtings and myſelf, 
that he ſaid that it was the material part of the objection 
—[t is not I that ſay it. 

Do you mean to affirm, that Mr. Wheler approved of 
the abolition of the Provincial Councils, and of the inſti- 
tution of the committee of revenue in 1781 ? 

I have never ſpoken of the inſtitu'zon of the committee 
of revenue.—I remember perfectly Mr. Wheler's opinion 
at that time was, that the collection of the revenues by 
councils was not a wiſe manner of collecting it and that 
at that time his idea was, it would have been better for 
the country, if ſmall appointments for collections had 
been made, each to about the amount of eight or ten 
lacks, and the Company's ſervants had been appointed to 
them. | 

Did Mr. Wheler approve of the change upon the whole 
—the abolition of the Councils, and the inſtitution of the 
committee of revenue in the place of the Councils ? 

I do not recollect whether any converſation paſſed be- 
tween myſelf and Mr. Wheler reſpeQing the committee 
of revenue. 

Might it not poſſibly happen, that Mr. Haſtings might 
have made an offer of a ſum of money to Mr. Wheler 
without your knowing it ? 

I think it moſt probable that if ſuch a thing was, I 
ſhould not have known it—becauſe both the one and the 
other would have avoided letting people into a ſecret 

which, upon the face of it, it was for their mutual intereſt 
to conceal. | | | 
And the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


DAVID ANDERSON, Eſquire, called in, and 


examined, 


How long was you in the Company's Civil Service in 
Bengal ? | | 
About 18 years. 
= you principally employed in the revenue line ? 
es. 
When was you appointed preſident of the committee of 
revenue in Bengal N | 
About the end of February 1781. 3 
is Did 
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Did you, while preſident of that committee, hear that 
Rajah ian Sing and Kelleram had given 'a ſum of 
_—_— or a Teep for a ſum of money, to Mr. Haſ- 

$ 


ung 

When I received the ſummons of this houſe, 1 enquired 
to what point I was likely to be examined, In conſequence 
thereof I made a minute of ſuch circumſtances as I could 
recollect regarding it. If the committee will give me leave, 
I beg to refer to that minute. 

From whom did you make that enquiry ? 

From Major Scott. 

From whence did you take that minute? 

From no place. It is a minute only of the circum- 
ſtances which I could recollect. 

7 that minute made by yourſelf ? 

t 18, | 

Did you, while Preſident of the Committee of Revenue, 
hear that Rajah Cullian Sing and Kelleram had given a 
ſum of money, or a Teep for a ſum of money, to Mr. 
Haſtings ? | 

About the end of the year 1780, or the beginning of 
1781, I frequently heard reports of money being paid, or 
promiſed to be paid, to Mr. Haſtings by people concerned 
in farming or collecting the revenues; and, in particular, 
I heard that a ſum, which to the beſt of my recollection 
was faid to be 4 lacks of Rupees, had been paid, or pro- 
miſed to be paid, to him by Kollman in behalf of himſelf 
and Cullian Sing, for making. the ſettlement of Bahar,— 
At firſt I paid no regard to theſe reports, as I had little 
concern with them, and ſcarcely believed them but after 
I came to be Preſident of the General Committee of Re- 
venue, ſome circumſtances made me treat the report re- 
garding Kelleram and Cullian Sing more feriouſly——1I 
think it was a private correſpondence which 1 had with a 
friend at Patna, who mentioned to me that one of the 
parties, | believe Cullian Sing, had poſitively aſſerted that 
a ſum was either paid or promiſed to Mr. Haſtings—I well 
remember that I went to Mr. Haſtings, and mentioned to 
him what I had heard, and that he told me to give myſelf 
no concern or uneaſineſs on the ſubject, but to proceed in 
the diſcharge of my duty, without regard to any thing I 
might hear—for that any money that had been recewed 
from Kelleram, and all the ſums which had been received 
from any of the perſons employed in the revenue, were 

aid in on account of the Company to the Sub- Treaſurer, 
Mir.iCroftes-+amd'f remember, that eicher upon this or 
upon ſome other occaſion, he (Mr. Haſtings). told me that 
he thought it was right at that time of publie diſtreſs to 
take that method of procuring money for the * 
whic 
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which could not be procured as part of the eftabliſhed re- 
venue.—T do not remember that I ever ſpoke on the ſub- 
ject to Mr. Croftes, though it is very poſhble I did, as he 
and I met daily at that time in the courſe of our buſineſs, 
and we were on a very friendly footing—this I am ſure of, 
that nothing that T ever afterwards heard, led me to form 
the ſmalleſt doubt of the truth of what Mr. Haſtings had 
told me. 

Who was the perſon from whom you received the letter 
ſent to you from Patna, and whether that letter exiſts ? 

The letter was from Mr. Thomas Law—and 1 do not 
know whether it exiſts or not, as moſt of my papers are in 
Scotland, and I have not had an opportunity of referring 
to them lately. 

Do you know any other circumſtances, beſides that let- 
ter, which induces you to believe that money was given 
to Mr. Haſtings ? | 

I have already mentioned reports; but I do not recol- 
le& any other circumſtance. 

Did Mr. Haſtings at any time interfere, to prevent the 
Committee of Revenue from realizing the full amount of 
the revenues from Patna, Dinagepeor, or Nuddea ? 

I do not recolle& that ever he did, while I continued to 
officiate as Preſident of the Committee of Revenue, 

Did Mr. Haſtings interfere, to prevent the committee 
from realizing the full amount of the revenues from any 
other diviſions of the provinces ? 

I do not recolleEt that ever he did. 

Was you in habits of intimacy and confidential com- 
munication with Mr, Shore, who was Preſident in your 


abſence ? 
Yes. 
Did Mr. Shore ever complain, that Mr. Haſtings in- 
terfered to prevent the committee from realizing the full 
amount of thoſe revenues ? 
I do not remember that Mr. Shore ever made ſuch com- 
laint, | | 
E Did Mr. Haſtings, while you preſided in the committee, 
—_— its authority in its full extent? 
es. 
Was the Britiſh Empire in India in a very precarious 
Kate at the cloſe of the year 1781? 
| And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in; 
The queſtion was repeated. 
As that is a matter of opinion, I ſhould, myſelf have 
wiſhed to have declined faying what I thought on the ſub- 
ject; but as the committee are pleaſed to aſk the Jem 


* 
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I think myſelf bound to anſwer it ——T think the Britiſh 
Empire in India was in a very precarious ſtate during the 
whole of the year 1781, and for ſome time after. 

Did the ſeparate treaty with Madajee Scindia remove the 
danger and difficulties with which the Engliſh were ſur- 
rounded in every part of India in 1781, and. in part of the 
following year ? 

By no means in every part of India; it diminiſhed onr 
danger in that particular quarter. 

Did it operare to the relief of the diſtreſſes in the Car- 
natic ? 

Not immediately ; it led to meaſures which certainly 
enabled the government of Bengal, at a future period, to 
give more effectual relief to the Carnatic, 

Was you deputed by Mr. Haſtings to negotiate a peace 
with the Marattas ? | 

Yes. 

Did you receive a letter, while in the Camp of Mada- 
jee Scindia, from Lord Macartney and the ſele& commit- 
tee at Madras, dated ſome time in March 1782, repre- 
ſenting the diſtreſſed ſtate of the Carnatic ? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called in ; 
The queſtion was repeated. 

Yes. 

Have you that letter ? 

Yes. 

You will produce it ? | 

The letter is written in cypher ; and the tranſlation of it 
is made by myſelf—It is decyphered by myſelf. 

Was you in poſſeſſion of the key for decyphering that 
letter ? 

Yes. | | 

[ The witneſs delivers in the letter.] 
And then he was directed to withdraw. 

And being again called in, the letter was delivered 
back to him. | 

Did the letter which you received from the Preſident and 
Select Committee of Fort St. George, dated 15th March 
1782, deſcribe their ſituation generally, as in the higheſt 
degree alarming and dangerous ? | 
It certainly did. 

You will go on to ſtate the contents of that letter ? 

And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And being again called In, 
_ He was aſked; 1 

Whether, during the troubles of Benares, the Begums, 

or 
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el, en Nhertete th” 0e 7 * N 

1 underſtood that there Were troubles in Oude, and chat 
they were excited by the Begums. 

Was jt a generally received opinion awönglt the Eng- 
Tiſh gentlemen then at Benates, that troops had been le- 
vied at, Fyzabad for the ſervice of Cheyt Sing? 

I have heard the circumſtance ; but I do Lou temember 
whether it was a general received opinion or not. i 

Whether Mr, Haſtings | informed you, while you was at 
Benares, or fince, that he had demanded 59, l of Ru- 
pees from Cheyt Sing? _ 

He never did. 
Do you recolle& having any Gnrerlien, at Benares or 
Chunar, with a Vackeel of the Nabob of Farruckabad ? 

I had frequent converſations with him at Behates. 
Did the Vackeel inform you that his maſter was diſſa- 

tisfied with the conduct of Mr. Shee, and had applied to 

Mr. Haftings for his removal ? 
He complained that the Refident of the E. ngliſh en- 
croached upon the authority of his maſter; an he there- 
fore certainly wiſhed his removal; but 1 to not recollect 
whether or not he ſaid. he had applied to Mr, Haſtings. 

Why, as you ſaid you had left all your papers and let- 
ters in Scotland, you happen to * with you the letter 
from Lord Macartney, which is in cypher ? 

I believe the honourable member who has propoſed the 
queſtion has miſinterpreted my anſwer ; he will find 1 did 
not ſay all. | 

Whether you do or do not know that receiving preſents 
by any of the ſervants of the Company, is not only con- 
trary 4 the orders of the Directors, but contrary to law ? 

I have underſtood it is contrary to the orders of the 
DireQors ; but-as to the point of law, I cannot offer any 
opinion to this houſe. * 

Whether in your opinion Mr. Haſtings receiving 4 lacks 
of rupees from the two farmers of Bahar is not Excl 
contrary to the orders of the Directors ? 

If he received them on his own account, I Imagine Wey 
mere. 

If he did receive them without any order from the Di- 
rectors for ſo doing, is it not your opinion that he was 
acting contrary to their orders? 

I do not recolle& ever to have heard that there was any 
order of the Court of Directors, that the Governor Gene- 
ral mar. not receive meh, and 9 it to the bai 


account. 1 
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Did you ever read the act appointing the Governor Ge- 
neral, of are you totally ignorant of it ? | 


I have read it. 

W hat is your opinion of it? | 
1 not preſume to offer any opinion of it to this 

Oule. 

Why did you ſelect from your pa (the moſt. of 
which you ſay you left in Scotland) this particular paper 
which you have now produced ? 

Thinking that my correſpondence whilſt I was employ- 
ed in the negociation of the Maratta peace might poſſibly 
be wanted during my reſidence in London, I endeavoured 
to collect all the 7 * which had any relation to that ſub- 
ject, and brought them along with me. — That letter is on: 
of the papers. 

Was you, or was you not, defired to come immediately 
to London, and to bring this letter and many other papers 
with you ? : 
I had ſeveral motives for coming to London.,—Several 

of my friends wiſhed me to come up, but none of them 
defired me to bring that letter in | car nor any other. 

What are the names of thoſe ſeveral friends ? 

If the committee wiſh to know their names, I have no 
objection. —Mr. Haſtings was certainly one of them. 

How long have you been in London? 

I came, up in November laſt. 

Did the eſtabliſhed revenue of Bahar fall in artear in the 
year 1781, and what was the balance ? 

I can only ſpeak from hearſay. I have heard it fell in 
arrear, but — much I cannot ſay.— l was at that time in 
the Maratta country. | 

Do you think it a juſt and ſaſe principle in the manage- 
ment of the revenues, for a Governor General to take 
money privately from the farmers, in preference to making 
it part of the public eſtabliſhed revenue? 8 

It is very difficult for me to form an opinion imme- 
diately upon that point. There may be many arguments 
for it, and many againſt it. 3 

Can you ſtate any argument for it ? | 

It may be ſaid that it was a cuſtom in the Mahometan 
government to receive money as a Peſhcuſh, beſides the 
eſtabliſhed revenue; and it might alſo be ſaid, that the 
Zemindars or farmers would agree to an extra-payment of 
that kind, when they would not agree to an increaſe of the 
eſtabliſhed revenue: but how far theſe, or any other argu- 
ments which might be ſuggeſted in favour of. it, will tuf- 
ticiently juſtify the practice, I cannot pretend to-form any 
Opinion upon. 

3] 0 F.. Would 


2 


110 DAVID ANDERSON. 


Would you recommend. ſuch à principle to the. Eaft 
India Company, for the management; of their revenue ? 

I am really mcapable of ſaying whether I would or not. 

Do you think that mode the ſureſt to realize the greateſt 
revenue from the country, and the moſt. ſecure. Wink ä 
fraud and colluſion? 

It is certainly not the ſureſt gun fraud and olim den, 
but it certainly might anſwer as an pollen to raiſe 
money for a temporary 

Is is your opinion that the Two F armers Generel of Ba- 
har paying 49,0001. before they received one farthing of 
the revenue, would enable them better in all time comming, 
to fulfil their agreement with the Company ? 

If the fact is eſtabliſhed, that the money was paid be- 
fore they received any part of the revenue, they certainly 
would not be enabled [ook thence to pay it the better, 

Would they not be diſenabled to pay it, ſo far as the 
40,0001. went? 

It certainly would be a diminution of their ene 

How long was you Preſident of Gy Committee of Re- 
venue inſtituted in 1981 ? 

I retained the office of Prefident to the Cesme of 
Revenue from the end of Febraary 1781 to the end of 
January 1785. 

During what part of that period did you attend and at 
as Preſident, and during what part of it was you engaged 
in other employments ? 

From the time I was appointed till about the middle of 
July T officiated as Preſiden. -I was then ordered by the 
Board to accompany the Governor General to the upper 
provinces—In my way I was employed in adjuſting ſome 
revenue buſineſs in Bahar.—In November 1781, whiht- I 
was with the Governor General at Benares, an opening 
occuring for a general peace with the Marattas, the Go- 
vernor General ſent me upon that, and I centinued until 
the month of November 1783—I was afterwards ſent up 
to the Governor General at Lucknow till October or 
November 1784; from that time the remaining Suite 
months I officiated as Prefident of the Committee of Re- 
venue. N 

Did you ever ſee and examine an account of demand, 
receipt, and balances of the four firſt years of the Com- 
mittee's ſettlement, viz. from April 1781. to 8 1785. 
drawn up by Gunga Govin Sing ? | 

I 'do-not remember. | 

Was it not in Gunga Govin Sing's office to have drawn 
out ſuch; an account? | 7 

From his oſſice ſuch an account inks eniainly be drown: 
out—but for- the information of the Board, it would have 

come 
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come more officially and properly from Mr. Crofts, who 
was Accountant General to the Revenue department. 

How long,” and at what periods, were Mr. Shore and 
Mr. Charters abſent from the Committee of Revenue, and 
on what account? 

I am not ſure of the exact period of their abſence. Mr. 
Shore was firſt abſent at Dacca, forming the ſettlement 
there; he was afterwards abſent at Patna, forming the 
ſettlement at that diſtrict. Mr. Charters was abſent at 
Patna upon revenue buſineſs. 

In your abſence, and in the abſence of Mr, Shore, on 
whom did the conduct of the whole bulincſs of the re- 
venues of the three provinces of Benzal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
i and in effect devolve ? 

Upon the remaining members of the committee, Mr. 
Crofts and Mr. Evelyn.—Mr. Shore and Mr. Charters 4 
believe were not abſent at the ſame time. 

Is it your deliberate ann that the late Mr. Crofts 
did poſſeſs ſufficient knowled 1 and experience in the re- 
venue branch, as well as leiſure from his other laborious 
avocations, to execute the duties of pteſident of the com- 
mittee? 

I think he poſſeſſed abilities and knowledge enough to 
execute the duties of it as well as any (with a very few 
exceptions) of the Company's. ſervants. I am not exactly 
ſure what leiſure he might have. I am ſure it took up all 
— time. 1 know he had good aſſiſtance in his otlier 
office. 

Did you ever read a paper written by Mr. John Shore, 
entitled, Remarks on the Mode of adminiſtering juſtice 
to che Natives in Bengal, and on the Collection of the 
Revenues, and recorded by Mr. M*Pherſon on the 18th 
day of May 17857 

= have read it in England. 

ou admit or deny the truth of the following opi- 
nion rg Mr. Shore, relative to a Dewan of the committee 
of revenue, via.“ The committee muſt have a Dewan or 
executive officer, call him by what name you pleafe. 
„ This man, in fact, has all the revenues paid at the 
+6 preſidency at his diſpoſal ; and can, if he has any abili- 
« ties, bring all the renters under contribution. It is little 
% advantage to reſtrain the committee themſelves from 
* bribery or corruption, when their executive officer has 
«© the power of practiſing both undetected.“ “ That to 
«« diſplay the arts employed by a native on ſuch occaſions, 
«© would fill a volume. He diſcovers the ſecret! reſources 
„ of the Zemindars and renters, their enemies and com- 

% petitors; and by the engine of hope and fear, raiſed 
e upon theſe foundations, he can work them to his pur- 

P 2 « polcs. 
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<6. poſes. The committee, with the beſt intentions, beſt 
« abilities, and ſteadieſt application, muſt, ufter all, oY 
© tool in the hands of their Dewaty £91015 , 1-17 

1 do not think that I ſhould have: enten it quite ſo 
ſtrong; but I do in a great meaſure agree to it, that is, 1 
think there is a great deal of truth in his obſervation ; 
T'think, in particular, that it would require great exertion 
in the committee, and fo abilities on the part of the 
Preſident, to reſtrain e eQually! the” conduet 'of wood De- 
wan. 
Who was Dewan of the committee, foe: che title of 


its inſtitution, in the beginning of 1781, to tlie time 8 
left Bengal? F 


Gunga Govin Sing. TS 

Could the preceding opinions "of Mr. Shore mean to 
apply to any perſon but Gunga Govin Sings 

1 ſhould imagine they apply generally to the ſyſtena of 
appointing a Dewan. ' 

From what ſpecific experience could Mr. Shore draw 
that opinion, which you fu * ppoſe to be general, but from | 
the particular conduct of Cine Govin Sing? 

From no other experience but his own, in the diſcharge 
of his duty. 


Did you not conſider yourſelf as very much in the fa- 
vour and confidence of Mr. Haſtings? 

I confidered myſelf as being honoured with a . con- 
ſiderable ſhare of his favour and confidence. 

Whether Mr. Haſtings informed you of the money 
wich he had taken privately from the Vakeel of Cheyt 
Sing! 

Never. Mr. Haſtings's communications to me were ge- 
nerally confined, at that period, to the buſineſs in which I 
was my ſelf engaged. 

Did he ever inform you of any money which he had 
taken from Nundoo du Loll? 

Never. 

Did he ever inform you of any money which he had 
taken from Nobkiſſen? 

No, never. 

Whether he informed you of the money l tle had 
3 from Kelleram and Cullian Sing, Farmers General 
of the Province of Bahar, before you applied t to lem on 
that ogcaſion? 

Never. 1 a. 
Were not all thoſe four . perſons concerned in the 
management and collection of the revenue, and ſubject to 
. and Board f 

They were; but from what I have ſince heard I under- 
ſtand that the tranſaction relative to them, excepting Nun- 
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doo dn hellnentNetkiflen, heppanech before the Board 
was conſtituted. .// 

Whether, before: the Boknd, e e alefe. 
ſons were not under the Juriſdiction of ſome of the Pro- 
vincial Councils? - 

They were; but I believe immediately — the. con- 
ſtitution of the Board, the diſtricts of Bahar and Dinage- 
poor paid their revenues directly to the Preſidency, and 
were withdrawn from the - juriſdiction of the Provincial 
Council; but of this point 1 am not very clear, 

Wim whom did they make their ſettlement, and to 
whom did they pay their rents, at the intermediate time 
which you have ſtated? 


If I remember right, to the Governor General and 
Council, 

Was there no intermediate. officer between the Geer 
nor General and Council and them to ſettle their accounts, 
ans receive their rents ? 

I believe. none, unleſs the Roy Royan and the ſayerin- 
tendant of the Kalſah; but regarding that period my own 
recollection is not very cleat, becauſe my own attention 
was confined at that time to the diſtrict under my own 
ſuperintendance. 

Do you not know enough of the conſtitution of the 
Company s ſyſtem of revenue, to know under whole juriſ- 
dition they muſt neceſſaxily be in the firſt inſtance? 

No; becauſe the ſyſtem was liable to changes. | 

Vou will diſtinctly anſwer whether or no all Farmers 
of Revenue have not ſome intermediate perſon to make 
the ſettlement, and collect the rents between them and the 
Governor-General? ; 

It was uſual, doubtleſs, to * A0 ſome n per- 
ſon; but many inſtances may be found on the Company's 
records of the ſettlement being immediately made by the 
Governor General and Council. _ 

Whether you have any reaſon to believe that the Gover- 

nor General and Council did make the- ſettlement with 
theſe Farmers publicly at the Board, in their own, charaQter 
of Governor far and Council ? 12 

I know ſo very little of the matter, that I cannot ſay 
whether I have reaſon to believe that they did, or that 
they did not. I have already obferved, that J was at that 
time confined to my own particular derade end at the 
diſtance of fifty · ſix miles | regs Calcutta. ravorl 

When you came to the bead of the revenue department, 

was it not your duty to know ſomething; concegning the 
ſertlement made by theſc n. and to whom they had 
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d. von | 27 & LAW JIU; 
And the queſtion being objected to; 
The witneſs was directed to withdra . 
And being again called in 
The queſtion was repeated, 
It certainly was my duty to know the amount of the 
ſettlement, and the various conditions of it, amongft which 
muſt be to whom, and at what particular place, the revenue 
ought to be paid; but I do not conceive that it was' my 
duty to aſcertain by whom, or in what manner, the ſettle- 
ment was made. 2058 Nn 
You are a man of buſineſs could you poſſibly know 
what a recent ſettlement was, and where the revenue was 
to be paid, without knowing to which of the Company's 
officers that revenue was payable, and who it was that had 
made that ſettlement ? | | 
I think I muſt have known to which of the Company's 
officers it was payable, becauſe the Kalſah was the office 
under the Council, to which only any revenues not made 
payable to the Provincial Councils, or the Collectors, 
could well be paid; and of that office there was a regular 
ſuperintendant : But I might have heard generally that 
the ſettlement of a diſtri was made by the Governor 
General and Council, without knowing what particular 
officer they choſe to employ in effecting it, or whether it 
was done immediately at the Board, in their own preſence, 
or not. | 
You are deſired to anſwer not as to what 
hear, but as to what you officially knew? 
I do not remember that I knew any thing officially, 
further than what I have ſaid. | rok Ws | 
Did you not know that Gunga Govin Sing was con- 
cerned in the ſettlement or collection of Dinagepoor, one 
or both ? 5th. .Þ DRY | | N 
I did not know officially that he was concerned in the 
ſettlement——I may have heard it, and I think I have: 
But with reſpe& to his being concerned in the collections 
of Dinagepoor, before the General Committee of Revenue 
was formed; fo far from knowing it then, if this Com- 
mittee have it not before them on authentic evidence, I 
ſhould be inclined to doubt it at this moment. = 
You are defired to ſay in what * Gunga Govin 
Sing made the ſettlement of Dinage poor 
I do not know poſitively that he did make the ſettlement 
of Dinagepore; but if he did, he may have done it as 
deputy Canongoe, which office he held ; or as a perſon in 
whoſe knowledge and abilities the Governor General and 
Council could confide. * 
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If he was not concerned in the lic collection, what 
muſt be the effect of collecting a ſum of money in that 
Province privately for.the Governor: en in the collec- 
tion of another perſon? 

I ſhould think it ſcarcely probable dat he did collect 
in that Province —if he collected any thing, a was more 
likely to be remitted to him in Calcutta. 

_Throvgh. whoſe hands did the negotiation or 8 
of the money 9 paid to Mr. Hy from the 
Patna,diſtriQ, pals ? 

I, do not know, 

Hee you heard of the tranſaction, without hearing of 
the agent ? 

5 INOR 

Did you never enquire ? 

Moſt: likely I never did. 

Did you or did you not enquire? _ 

E to the beſt of my recolleQion that I never 
di 

Do you think that if your Dewan was a private agent 
for * Governor Genetal, in the collection of a ſecret 
revenue for him, and that he was known to be ſuch 
among the Farmers, it would not much weaken the power 
and authority of your Board, and n that of the 
Dewan? 

I did not find it ſo. 

Whether you did not attend Mr. Haſtings . 
nares in 1781? 

1 attended him up to Patna, and rejoined him at Be- 
nares. 

What reaſon did the Governor General give for taking 
ou from your duty, and cauſing you to attend him to 
enares ? | 

I believe his reaſons are upon record 1 haliere it 


was becauſe he thought I could be of Ws to him. 
In what ? 


In the objects of his journey. 
What were thoſe objects? 
They are detailed in the Governor Fe eh minute. 
2 then the witneſs was directed to n. 


in; 


Far what purpoie was you taken up to Benares? | 

For the purpoſe of aſſiſting the Governor General in 
ſuch buſineſs as might come before him in bis, rl to 
the Northern Provinces. 
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| Was you entruſted by the Governor General with the 
| knowledge of the preſents which be had taken from the 
Nabob and his miniſters? 
No—I was not. 
And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 
And it being propoſed to examine William Popham, 
Eſquire, a member, in his place; | / 
he ſaid member declined being examined. 


Then an Extract of a Letter from the Governor Ge- 
neral and Council of Bengal, dated Fort William, 
October 16, 1781, figned Edward Wheler, John 
Macpherſon, was read, as follows. | 


* 25. Fortunately for the other preſidencies, culti- , 
vation was never in higher perfection, or more pro- 
«* duQtive, than it is at preſent, in this country. 
* There is likewiſe a proſpect of great increaſe, with 
more eale to the natives, from the preſent mode of 
collectin ng the revenue. In every new arrangement, 
the ſatisfaction and ſecurity of the natives muſt be 
i ſſirſt conſidered; it is their happineſs a wiſe ) 
government will ever . to eſtabliſh its proſ- 
| © perity, and whatever line the iſſue of war may 
© leave, as the boundary of our territories over all. 
India, upon the eſtabliſhment of general 
policy, if not juſtice, directs, that our chief fron- 
tiers ſhould be occupied by allies, who have an in- 
_ © tereſt in ſtanding between us and the incurſions of } 
enemies; and who ſhould be taught to feel that their 
© arms were neceſlary only againſt thoſe enemies, and 
not againſt our own ambition.” | 


Then an Extract of the Revenue Letter from Bengel. 
dated 24th Auguſt 1786, received 8 the 9 


was read, as follows, 


© 6th. In our laſt Aude from the Public Depart- 
ment, under date the zd of July laſt, you were 
« duly informed of the abolition of the committee, 
and conſequent inſtitution of the new Board of Re- 
venue; and we now beg leave to refer you to the 
< conſultation marked in the margin, for the few ge- 
< neral regulations which we have prepared and fur- 
< niſhed them with, to ſerve as a conſtitution to their 
Board; on which we ſhalt only here ſurther ob- 
8 ſerve, | that the rules therein pteſcribed for their 
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+ ed. at the inſtitution of the late Committee of Re- 
venue in February 2781, with ſuch alterations only 
© as your orders of the 21ſt of September 1785, ap- 
.C ed to render neceſlary. LEO 

© 7th. We feel great ſatisfaction in being. able to 
+ tranſmit to you a number in the packet, the copy of 
* a letter addreſſed to us from the office of the Ac- 
© comptant, General to the Revenue Department, 
* conveying two ſtatements (copies of Which are alſo 
tranſmitted) of the reductions we have been able to 
make in the charges of that department; from which 
you will obſerve the manner in which they have been 
ultimately reduced within the ſum of 52, oo, ooo of 
rupees, to which your order of the 11th of April 
1785 had limited them. The accounts above re- 
ferred to being in themſelves ſufficiently explanatory, 
we ſhall only obſerve, that you miay rely on our ut- 
moſt attention to keep this eſtabliſhqient in time to 
come within the bounds to which you have con- 
fined it. e len lr 
* 8th, The Board of Revenue having juſt furniſh- 
ed us with a general ſtate of the ſettlement, receipts, 
and balances of the Revenues of Bengal and Bahar, 
tor the Bengal year 1102, ending in April aft, ve 
have the honour of tranſmitting a copy of it a 
number in the Packet, together with a copy of the 
Board of Revenue's addreſs to us on this occaſion, 
and of the ſeveral accompanying explanations of the 
ultimate balance ; which we are happy to obſerve to 
be comparatively ſo very inconfiderable, amounting 
on the whole to only rupees 8,86, 269. 11. 92. of 
which the Board deem nearly 6 Tacks to be ſtill re- 
coverable; ſo that we have reaſon to believe that the 
collections in general for the laſt Bengal year 1192, 
Re 1785-6, have been very ſucceſsfully realized, as 
will be ſufficiently evident, from a compariſon of 
© the accounts of this and former years, fince the date 
of your ſervants bimſelf aſſumed the immediate 
agency of the Dewanny ; and we have the more ſa- 
, tisfaQtion in making this remark, from the opinion 
< we entertain, that ſo near a completion of the col- 
* leftion of the annual rental has not been the effect 
of any ſtrain on the country at large, or on any 
part thereof; which is, we are convinced, well 
© enough able to bear its preſent aſſeſſment, provided 
© due care be taken to prevent all oppreſſions from 
individuals; and, if our preſent views ſucceed, in 
* reſpe& to the advantages expected to be derived from 
© the inſtitution of the office of Sheriſtadar, and the 
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propoſed general enquiry into the Bazee Zeemeen, 


or alienated lands, your government in this coun« 


* try may have the happineſs of increaſing perhaps 


« 
6 


c conſiderably further your territorial reſources, with- 


out injury to the inhabitants from whom they were 
derived,” 


Then an Extract of a Minute of Warren Haſtings, 
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Eſquire, in the Revenue Department, dated in De- 
cember 1782 *, was read as follows : 


This eſtimate being formed on ſales actually 
made, it muſt be correct; and it appears, that the 
profit has greatly exceeded the expectations of the 
comptroller, when he delivered in his laſt eſtimate, 


from which the above - mentioned ſum of Sicca Ru- 


pees 1270 d 2. 14. 3 was ſtated. 

© I ſhall cloſe this minute by ſtating the increaſe 
which has actually been made in the revenue 
branch, as it has been proved by the preceding cal- 
culations: I include the profit on the ſalt, although 
formed on a compariſon of a more remote period 
than that of the land revenue, becauſe. it is the 
effect of a new and improving ſource, which, until 
the year 1187, yielded a very ſcanty and precarious 
revenue, and even that annually declining ; and 
which was improved in the ſucceeding year, 1188, 
and will moit probably be made to yield a ſtill grea- 
ter increaſe of income. 

I ſhall add the profit ariſing to the Company 
from the reduQtion on the price of the articles of 
which the inveſtment is compoſed, becauſe it muſt 
be conſidered as an increaſe of income to the Com- 
pany in Europe; and it is a particular ſatisſaction 
to me, to find that the whole amounts to upwards of 
one million ſterling per annum. | 


* Vide Paper, intituled, ** Copy of Minutes of Warren 
„ Haſtings, Eſquire, and John Macpherſon, Eſquire, in the 
«© Revenue Department, relative to the increaſe of the Re- 
+4 yenues, dated in December 1782.“ 
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The Increaſc is as follows: 


© On Land Revenue, as before 
« ſtated Sa. Rs. 32,40,150 15 10 3; 


or, Cr. Rs. 37,58 5 5 2 2 0 
© Salt do. Sa. Rs. 40, 91,769 12 18 2; wm 


or, Cr. Rs. 47,46, 452 15 7 © 


| | Cr. Rs. 85,05,028 19 0 
© To this I add the reduction in the 

© coſt of inveſtment, which I eſti- 

mate at — — 12,00, ooũ00 0 0 0 


Mn _— —_ — 


Total increaſe of annual income to 
* the Company, — Cr. Rs. 97, os, 28 19 0 


5 


__ www du... 4 


Making, at the Company's exchange of two ſhil- 
lings and a puny for the Current Rupee, the ſum 
of pounds ſterling one million ten thouſand nine 
hundred and forty-cight, eight ſhillings fix-pence 
and three farthings. | 

* (Signed) WARREN HASTINGS. 


Then an Extract of Mr. Macpherſon's Minute, dated 
in December 1782 *, was read, as follows. 


* As a ſupplement to the Governor General's mi- 
nute, and in further teſtimony of the advantages 
which the Company derive from an united admi- 
niſtration in their controuling preſidency, under the 
direction of animated public zeal and great talents, 
I beg here to ſubjoin an extracted account ſigned 
by the Acting Accountant General, which ſhews 
that the efforts of this government to ſupport the 
other preſidencies in ſupplies of money, provifions, 
and military ſtores, have been ſuch as muſt draw 
the admiration of our employers. 

Previous to my arrival in India, theſe efforts of 
ſupply were great and well-timed, eſpecially in the 
Carnatic; but the very increaſe of the reſources, 
which the Governor General has ſtated in his mi- 
nute, and the ſeverity with which the late Reſident, 
and the ſubſequent Acting Reſident at Oude, were 
called upon to do their duty to the Company, 
have been the ſources from which our ſupplics in 
* favour of the other preſidencies have been chiefly 
6 derived, | | 
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* Vide ſame Paper. 
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The total amount of theſe ſupplies, from the zoth 
September 1781 to the 1ſt of November 1782, ap- 


« pears to be Current Rupees — 2,35,70,007 2 2 


Then ſeveral Extracts of a Letter from Mr. Mac- 
pherſon to the Court of Directors, dated Calcutta, 
30th March 1783 *, was read, as follows. 


Of the general diſtreſs of your affairs in all your 
preſidencies in the latter end of Auguft 1781, when 
1 arrived at Madras, you have long ſince had au- 
thentic accounts; but of the danger to which the 
very exiſtence of the Company was then expoſed, 
ou can have no adequate idea. Vour army towards 
ae had been obliged to retreat from a gallant 
but unſucceſsful enterprize towards Poona ; and it 
required great bravery and kill to ſecure their retreat 
from the Gauts to the Sea fide. Your preſidency of 
Bombay was then near a Crore of Rupees in debt, 
notwithſtanding the immenſe ſupplics from Bengal, 
and their newly-acquired Revenues. The utmoſt 
of their military exertions, though ſupported by an 
army from Bengal, and though they had raiſed 
many new battahons, was directed to keep the Ma- 
rattas in check. 
© In the Carnatic, your principal ſettlement, and 
your main army under Sir Eyre Coote, were ſur- 
rounded by the army of __— who had indeed 
been defeated on the iſt of July 1781, but who 
from that check ſeemed only to have become more 
guarded and determined in his purpoſe. Neither 
your army, nor even Fort St. George itſelf, had at 
that time above a few days proviſions in ſtore; nor 
could there be any proſpect of ſupply from the 
country, Your Treaſury at Fort St. George was 
empty; your credit could not be ſaid to exiſt in any 
active force. | 
At Bengal, on which your other preſidencies de- 
« pended almoſt entirely for ſupplies, your treaſury 
© was drained, and every effort of raiſing money by 
loan, by annuity, and by partial remittances, had 
been tried; and, to complete the meaſure of your 
«© difficulties, a rebellion had broken forth upon your 
© frontiers at Benares, which threatened deſtruction 
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* Vide copy of a letter from the Governor General and 
Council of Bengal, dated 16th October 1781, and from John 
Macpherſon, Eſquire, to the Court of Directors of the Eaſt 
India Company, dated in March 1783. 
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to all your poſſeſſions, from the ſource of the 
mouths of the Ganges, and in every quarter of 
India. 

« Such was the criſis at which it was my deſtiny to 
become one of the members of the ſuperior admi. 
niſtration of India. Few, who could have ſeen the 
real difficulties of the part I had to aft, would 
have envied my ſituation, and the moſt obſtinate 
party contention had but ceaſed to rage in the ſcene 
where I was to begin my part. 

« I ſhall leave it to your Governor and Com- 
mander in Chief, upon the coaſt of Coromandel, 
to ſtate, whether I was of any aid to their Councils 
in fo deſperate a criſis. At all events, I eſteem 
myſelf fortunate in having joined my efforts to theirs 
to promote a favourable impreſſion 1 the Maratta 
ſtate. The confidence which the Nabob of Arcot 
repoſed in my opinion was not unſerviceable to the 
Eaſt India Company upon that trying occaſion. 1 
propoſed that he mould place the ſeal of the Carna- 
tic in the hands of the Commander in Chief of our 
Forces, that he might grant Sunnuds to the petty 
Rajahs and Poligars, to exempt them from future 
tributes, in proportion as they might aſſiſt the arm 
with proviſion or force from their different retreats, 
It was my opinion that your ſeal ſhould have been 
ſent to guarantee theſe deeds of conceffion : Sir Eyre 
Coote felt the public advantages of this propoſition, 
and marched through the Pollams of theſe Rajahs 
and Zemindars, that lay between Madras and Vel- 
lore: They ſupplicd him with proviſions ; he de- 
feated Hyder on the Plains of Shulinghur ; he after- 
wards relieved Vellore, took Chittoor, and return- 
ed to Madras, after an abſence of about three 
months, when the ſupplies of proviſion from Ben- 
gal arrived ſeaſonably for the ſupport of Fort St. 
George and your army, 

* On the 29th of September I arrived at Calcutta, 
where 1 found Mr. Wheler alone in charge of the 
government; he was labouring with the beſt inten- 
tions, good humour, and ability, to maintain your 
affairs. I ſhall not attempt to deſcribe the fituation 
of the ſettlement, and the variety of apprehenſion 
that agitated the public opinion. The Governor 
General had with great ſpirit recovered his ground 
at Benares. The attachment and ſpirit of your of- 
ficers flew to him from every quarter; but all the 
Provinces ſeemed {till to tremble, from the ſhock 
of the convulſton on the 24th of Auguſt at Benares, 
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The collections did not flow in their regular courſe 
all depended upon regularity and vigour in that de- 
partment ; for your collections were chiefly in the 
hands of native Renters and Zemindars, and it is 
their rule to be no longer punQual in their pay- 
ments, than the ſtate can attend to them reſpedive- 
ly, and is in force to compel them.” 


To my ſuperior colleagues muſt be due the 
chief merit of ſuch reforms, for to them the labour 
muſt have been more irkſome. As far as my own 
example would operate, in avoiding to trouble the 
public finance with the diſtreſſes of dependants, or 
the claims of favour and recommendation, your 
records will do me ample juſtice : On the encreaſe 
of the Revenue, I beg leave to refer to the Gover- 
nor General's minute of the 13th December laſt, 
and my reply, in the Revenue Department. 
That minute ſhews, from accurate calculation 
and figures, that your reſources have been virtu- 
ally encreaſed in the preceding year about 700,000 
pounds fterling. It may not be quite out of the 
way here to obſerve, that by enforcing the exact 
ſtatements of your moſt able Accountant General, 
an ertor, which had gradually ariſen to the amount 
of forty- three lacks of Rupees, in account between 
the Company and the Vizier at Oude, is now in 
train of realization, under the management of your 
new Reſident at Oude, Mr. John Briſtow, whom 
your Governor General promoted to that office 
agrecable to your orders, whenever he found that 
the former Reſident neglected his duty. | 
tb. On the ſubje& of the ſupplies which have 
been ſent from hence, from the period of my ar- 
rival, for the ſupport of the war 1n your other pre- 
ſidencies, I have the honour of tranſmitting to you 
the accompanying official account, ſigned by your 
Accountant General; from this account you- will 
leaſe to obſerve, that the amount remitted and ac- 
tually paid, from the 3oth September 1781 to the 
1ſt March 1783, is two crores and fifty-eight lacks 
one thouſand three hundred and fifty-f1x rupees ; 


| beſides the treaſure and ſtores that were ſent ſome 


days fince, with Sir Eyre Coote to the coaſt, and 
bills accepted by this government, and under pay- 
ment, making in all a ſum little ſhort of three mil- 
lions ſterling. | 


* Read from the ſame Paper, 
« If 
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If you will take the trouble to peruſe attentively 
the letters of this government to Madras and Bom- 
bay, and General Goddard, on the 26th December 
1781, you will in thoſe letters be not more ſatisfied 
with the exertions which this government have 
made in ſupply, than with the plan of co-operation 
which was ſo early recommended to both theſe pre- 
fidencies, and in which they were cautioned againſt 
the operations of our natural enemies, which, 1n 
the enſuing February, burſt on the Carnatic.” 


* © It was my belief that Great Britain, after the 
oppoſition and ſeparation of America, and attacked 
by ſo many powerful enemies at home and abroad, 
could neither exiſt in her finances nor liberties, if 
India was not ſaved, and our competitors here com- 
pletely counteracted. 

* The ſeparation of America came on by degrees ; 
and trade, which was our only return from thence, 
opened her courſe through other channels with ſuc- 
ceſs. America yielded to Britain no landed revenue; 
and each colony there had, like the mother country, 
anticipated by debt the revenues of many years. 
India was ſcarcely one year's revenue in debt. The 
loſs of ſuch a dominion, if it was to happen, would 
be ſudden, would be total. It would be irrecover- 
able by any efforts from home. It would prove the 
inſtant loſs of millions of individuals, and many 
millions of the public property. It would at once 
annihilate thoſe funds which conſtitute the ſubſiſt- 
ence of all the creditors of the India Company, at 
home and abroad ; it would fall upon the other 
funds of the ſtate with a ſhock that would ſtrike 
the remoteſt land-holder in Britain, and involve 
him ultimately in the ſame fate with thoſe who 
lived upon the intereſt of the public debts. But, 
to complete the miſery of ſuch an univerſal cata- 
ſtrophe, our natural enemies, who were in force and 
alliance upon the ſpot, would ſucceed to the re- 
mains of our fortune; from that ſucceſſion they 
could maintain their future tenure, and dictate to 
Britain the laſt terms of deſpotic ſuperiority. 

No perſon but one who had once ſeen the Car. 
natic in its proſperity, and who afterwards ſaw it 
in the miſery in which I beheld it, could conceive ' 
the reality of the general ſcene of diſtreſs which I 
have deſcribed as within the poſſibility of human 


* Read from the ſame Paper. 
| | events. 
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* events. There I ſaw men who ſuppoſed themſelves, 
and who literally were, worth princely fortunes a 
© few years before, abſolutely in want of bread. The 
« whole ſubſtance of a great colony, the credit of a 
mighty Company, and of Ally 2 were ex- 
© tinguiſhed by the ſword of deſolation. You may 
% come on ſhore,” writes Lord Macartney to me the 
day I came to anchor in the roads, „but if the 
« gentlemen who are paſſengers with you come along 
« with you, they muſt ſleep in the ftreets.” And 
where was at that inſtant the exiſtence of the India 
Company ? Only in the revenues of Bengal ; and 
in Bengal a ſituation of affairs fimilar to that which 
exiſted in the Carnatic was to be greatly appre- 
hended ; and had it actually taken place, I leave it 
to your own ideas to reflect whether the general ca- 
taſtrophe which I have repreſented as poſſible, was 
not. to be dreaded as a certain conſequence. France 
looked to ſuch a reverſion in your fortune ; and 
when you ſee her armaments prepared upon a ſcale 
of force and expence, which is the utmoſt that her 
faculties can ſend againſt India, you cannot be too 
ſenſibly awakened to the dangers * have eſcaped, 
nor conſider thoſe events as impoſſible, which could 
alone reimburſe your natural enemies, or give them 
any 8 of future advantage from ſuch extraor- 
dinary efforts. 

Such are the dangers to you, and to the public 
intereſts, which proper exertions in the office I 
hold might be inſtrumental to ward off and prevent, 
or which inability or wickedneſs in the ſame office 
might precipitate upon the ſtate. In the period in 
which 1 held the office, and the criſis of that pe- 
riod, no Britiſh ſubject would poſſeſs a greater field 
for averting public evil, or rendering public ſer- 
vice. I became a member of your ſuperior admi- 
niſtration of India at a moment when it was a 
queſtion whether India itſelf was not to be loſt for 
ever, or greatly ſaved! For four months another 
member of government and I held the adminiſtra- 
tion ; and for more than twelve months your admi- 
niſtration conſiſted only of three members ; ſo that 
J was the third and deciding voice between col- 
leagues, who had but recently recovered from ha- 
bits of a moſt decided oppoſition.“ 
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Then ſeveral Extracts of a Copy of a Letter from Sir 
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J. Macpherſon, Baronet, to the Court of Direc- 
wo, dated 10th Auguſt 1786, were read; as fol- 
ws: 


© 5. The condition in which Earl Cornwallis 
will receive the government of India, is creditable 
to the Company, ind cannot but be ſatisſadory to 
the nation. The native inhabitants of this king- 
dom are, I believe, the happieſt and beſt protected 
ſubjects in India; our native allies and tributaries 
are fatisfied, and confide in our protection; the 
country powers are emulouſly afpiring to the friend- 
ſhip of the Enghth ; and from the King of Tidore, 
towards New Guinea, to Timur Shaw, on the 
banks of the Indus, there is not a ſtate that has not 
lately given us proofs of confidence and reſpect. 
The difficulties which aroſe on the ſubject of the 
late Treaty of Peace with France, have terminated 
in a convention neceſſary for the immediate tran- 
quillity, and fortunate 2 the future repoſe of In- 
dia. The returning Indiamen of laſt ſeaſon will 
have carried to you valuable cargoes, with few ex- 
tra demands upon your credit; the ſhips of this 
ſeaſon will do the ſame ; and your credit in India 
ſtands at preſent ſo high, that there are few ſub- 
ſcriptions to the bills, into which you permitted 
your debts (to the amount of ſix Crores; to be ex- 
changed. The diſcount upon your bond debts is 
{till heavy; but notwithſtanding the aggregate maſs 
of all your debts, ſuch 4s the confidence of your 
creditors in the regulations adopted for the Bengal 
Treaſury, that the certificates of an old date bear 
little diſcount, and thoſe newly ifſued but 9 per 
cent. Vet theſe certificates are in no ſhape ſet off 
as before, againſt receipts of revenue: Nothing is 
admitted at your treaſury as revenue, bur ſpecie, in 
which your armies are now regularly paid up to the 
month. The reductions effected in the eſtabliſhed 
expences of Bengal are not ſo important as the 
checks eſtabliſhed againſt future expence : In both 
you poſſeſs the beſt proofs of the integrity of your 
adminiſtration.” EF. | | 


© 9. If you will look back to the general poſition 
of your affairs in Auguſt 1781, in the Carnatic, the 
Weſt of India, and in fetal you will fee an 
accumulation of diſaſter, and the moſt extraordinary 


« reverſe of proſperity. 44 untoward poſition of 


« affairs 


126 DAVID ANDERSON. 
affairs in the Eaſt was in alarming coincidence witk 
the ſtate of affairs in the Weſt: America was finally 
« loſt ; yet the enormous wealth which poured in from 
our miſmanagements in India reſiſted the firſt effects 
of that event. The money acquired in the progreſs 
of our conqueſts in the Maratta country, the ſur- 
plus revenue of India from 1778, and the aggregate 
amount of the Company's preſent debts at home 
. and abroad, formed an immenſe fund of private 
1 « property ; - it poured upon the nation in gold, in 
| « jewels, in filver, in bills, and in the cargoes of 
1 * Britiſh and Foreign Indiamen; it formed a recruit 
| for the public ſtock, © which, amidſt wiſe regula- 
| jþ tions, after the cloſe of a moſt expenſive war, and 
| if | * the loſs of thirteen Provinces, © raiſed the public 
| funds to their former flandard, and maintained 
1 Grest Britain in her former power among nations. 
| | © 10, Had India been loſt, the ſcene would have 
N been reverſed; the capital of the Company's debts, 
1 and of thoſe due by her allies and dependants, 
| * would have vaniſhed like a dream; the returning 
| * cargoes, and the gold and jewels in the hands of 
© Britiſh individuals, would have become the pro- 
perty of our enemies; and a landed revenue, ncar- 
6 y equal to the unappropriated income of Great 
* Britain, would have left us with only the remem- 
* brance of paſt poſſeſhon, A 
11. To examine by the ſtandard of common 
© miſconduC®t any errors of thoſe who prevented . ſuch 5 
a diſaſter, and ſaved ſuch a ſtake for the Empire, 
is not the moſt liberal canſtruction of juſtice, nor 
is it altogether worthy of a great nation. There 
* cannot be'a queſtion but the ſalvation of Indja may 
© be clearly traced to the effects of a general ſyſlem; 
in which the following confiderations ſtrike with 
particular credit and _— „ Treg ry 
12. The prompt and efficient public zeal of Mr. 
* Haſtings, in ſending Sir Eyre Coote, with the pro- 
per force and reſource, at the moment of danger, 
to the Carnatic z the unexampled perſeverance and 
« gallantry of that General, who expired in a laſt 
great effort for his country; the confidence of the 
© Nabob of Arcot, who ſurrendered his remaining 
< revenues to the Company; the ſj ſtematic iotegrity 
« with which thoſe” revenues were realized and, diſ- 
burſed; the eventful battle, in which Sir Edward 
Hughes, with a very inferior force, attacked, and 
Ddiſcomfited and diſperſed, .the-great expedition of 
- © Mr! Sbfftein—a ſeryice to the nation, ſurpaſſed wy 
| « by 
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by the modeſt merit of its author, and the wild 
enthuſiaſm with which France has celebrated the 


couduct of his oppenent, whoſe futufe efforts could 
have no deciſive effect in the conteſt for India. 


* 13. Nor, in looking back to efforts of individual 


leaders, ought we. to forget the firſt ſucceſs of the 
unfortunate General Mathews ; the decifive repulſe 
of Tippoo, by General Macleod, at the head of 
his native corps, at Panang ; the ſucceſſes af Colo. 


nel Fullarton; and, above all, the defence of Man- 


galore, by Lieutenant Colonel Campbell--a defence 
which alloniſhed our native enemies, and which 
obtained for its author, from the adminiſtration of 
the veteran officers of France, the appellation of the 
Tutenne of India. F ry 

* 14. To ſpecify more particularly the brilliant ac- 
tions and meritorious ſervice which, in the militar 
and political line, effected the preſervation of In- 
dia, and the diſcomfiture of our native and Euro- 
pean enemies, would be unneceſſary: They are al- 


ready known and applauded; and, to the general 


credit of our nation, it may be truly ſaid, that thoſe 
ſerved beſt who had the greateſt field for ſervice, in 


the late war in India. 


* 15. But, notwithſtanding. theſe diſtinguiſhed 
features of the general ſcene of the laſt war, it muſt 
be acknowledged that, next to the efforts of the 
Company, and of His Majeſty's Miniſters at home, 
the ſafety of India was chiefly owing to the un- 
wearied exertions of the Bengal Council for three 
cars, and their firmneſs in that fortunate policy 


which, while they provided the reſources of the 


war, they maintained the Company's commerce 
and inveſtment, diſarming the hoſtility of the na- 
tive ſtats, and exerting every influence and force 
againſt the views of European adverſaries. 

© 16. If the Company will be pleaſed to re-peruſe 
the letter of the Supreme Council of Bengal, writ- 


ten to them in the Secret Department on the 16th. 


October 1781, they will find, that the general diſ- 
treſs of their affairs. at that time was fully compre- 


hended, and fairly met; that ſyſtematic regulations 


were reſolved upon to retrieve their intereſts ; and 
that meaſures were promiſed, upon à clear and en- 
larged view of India, which were regularly fulfil- 


led: Nothing can be more intereſting than ſuch a 


record, nor can the Company or the Nation peruſe 


it with too much attention. You will pardon me 
for making ſome of the paragraphs a part of this 
R 2 71 letter. 
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letter. In times of future, and perhaps of ſimilar 


« diſtreſs, it will be fortunate if your ruling ſervants 
are equally fucceſsful in eſtimating events, and in 
« fulfilling the promiſes which they may make to 
«© their country; and permit me to obſerve, that in 
„all times it will be no mean ſecurity to the public, 
if, without deſpondency or deſpair on one hand, or 
© overweening confidence on the other, your ſervants 
< purſue the manly line of aſtertaining the remedy, 
© without ſhrinking from the evil, and if finally they 
appeal to their firſt declarations, as the criterion of 
all their ſubſequent conduct. 


Then the following Extract of Bengal Secret Con- 
ſultations of the 22d of Oc ober 1781, being a 
Letter from Fort St. George, dated the 20th of 
September 17181 *, was read, as follows: 


+ Honourable Sir, and Sirs, es det: 
Amidſt the difficulties which involve this ſettle- 
< ment, it is ſome conſolation to us, that a gember 
of your Board has had fo late an opportunity of 
© judging, on the ſpot, of the evils which threaten or 


_ « ſurround us, as well as our efforts to avert them. 


The enemy, beaten though not expelled, con- 
* tinues by his cavalry, to which we have no cavalry 
© to oppoſe, to lay waſte the whole country, | 

We are thus deprived of proviſions, and of re- 
venue ariſing from any part of the territories be- 
« longing to this Preſidency, except from the Circars. 
The expences of the Civil Eftabliſhment are about 
* 18,000 Pagados per month. The military expences, 
* excluſive of the detachment ſent from Bengal under 
© Colonel Pearſe, amount to about 2,00,000 Pagodas 
monthly. The civil and military arrears excced al- 
ready 10 lacks of Pagodas.-—To anſwer ſuch de- 


* mands, there is now in the treaſury the ſum of 


© about 1, 0, ooo Pagodas, with little expectation of 
+ getting any conſiderable remittances from our ſub- 
© ordinates for ſeveral months, 

That the garriſon daily attacked or | threatened, 
and the army occupied in the field, might have leſs 


© occaſion to murmur on account of arrears, we have 
_ © ſtopped all payment in the Civil Eſtabliſhment for a 
Ny, year paſt; which, though proper in the confidera- 


| * Read from Copy of Conſultations and Correſpondence 
telative tv Mr, Auriol's agency for ſupplying Rice, &c. to the 
other Preſidencies. 4 
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© tion we have mentioned, has however thrown the 
ſettlement into very poignant diſtreſs. 

+ The army having been entirely ſupplied with pro- 
viſions from hence; and the conſumption of this 
ſettlement ſo increaſed by the fugitives from the 
creelties of Hyder, we now, notwithſtanding the 
great importations of grain from Bengal and the 
Circars, have not 1,000 bags in ftore : There are 
about 18,000 bags in divers Veſlels in the road. 
From the liſt you ſent us of ſhips ſaid to be bound 
from Calcutta with grain, for the account of the 
Company and individuals, there remains ſeventy 
thouſand bags of rice to arrive yet here; but by a 
calculation of the conſumption of that article, re- 
ſtrained as it has been by the high price it bore, and | 
by regulations in the vent of it, it is evident that | 
nothing leſs than a ſupply of 150,000 bags will pre- | 
vent, before the end of the year, a famine here, of | 
the approach of which there appears at preſent ſome 
moſt” affecting ſymptoms. ur letters from the 
Circars, though they mention abundance of grain, | 
declare alſo the e Be ſending it to us, 
through want of tonnage. e have indeed taken 
up the few Ships that could be had here, to bring 
us proviſions from thence, but the whole 1s incon- 
fiderable, comparatively to the proſpect of our 
wants; and it is from your hands, whoſe liberality 
in furniſhing us troops, money, and proviſions, we 
have fo long and ſo much experienced, that we muſt 
expect our chief ſupport. 

We muſt obſerve, that we have had no affiſtance, 
of any kind, from the ſouthern parts of this coaſt. 
Many of the forts are in poſſeſſion of our European 
or Indian ' enemies, which has greatly interrupted 
the communication; and the ſeizure, by ſome of 
his Majeſty's ſquadron, of Veſſels laden with grain 
for this market, as belonging to black people re- 
ſiding under the protection of the Dutch, is Googhs 
to have deterred many others, in their 'neighbour- 
hood, from venturing out with ſupplies for us. 
To the continuance of theſe evils we are not yet 
able to foreſee a termination; for, though the bra- 
very and diſcipline of our troops, and the ability 
and experience of Sir Eyre Coote, have been at- 
tended with repeated victories, yet ſuch are the dif- 
+ ficulties that obſtruct his progreſs, ſuch is the fa- 
« cility the enemy poſſeſſes of over-running'and deſo- 
* lating tke country, that the General entertains but 
« little hope of enabling us to draw any ſupply of 
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DAVID ANDERSON. 
food or treaſure from it. He has not been able 


hitherto to penetrate far into the country, either to 


the relief of our remote garriſons, or to'the attack 
of the principal forts held by Hyder. As the whole 
ns of the war has been entruſted to him, in 
conſequence of a reſolution of the late adminiſtra- 


tion here, we have applied to him for a communica- 


tion of his intentions, abſolutely neceſſary to be 
known to us now, though hitherto we have con- 
tented ourſelves either in exerting our authority in 
the manner he defired, or transferring it to him, for 
the purpoſe of forwarding his meaſures. He js 
now engaged in an attempt to relieve the garriſon of 
Vellore, and poſſibly to attack Arcot, of which the 
event will no doubt determine his future plans; on 
which, and on the neceſſity of our ſituation, the 
reſolutions of this Preſidency will be founded. If 
the enemy ſhould ſtill continue his depredations in 
the Carnatic, thereby depriving us, in fact, entirely 
of the benefit of it, we muſt, with regard to all 
effectual reſource, confider ourſelves as immured 
within the walls of Fort St. George;; and, were 
even the enemy to withdraw from our neigbbour- 


hood, fo effectually have all traces of cultivation 


diſappeared, ſo deſtroyed are the villages, fo ruined 
and diſperſed are the individuals who were em- 
ployed in tillage, that the inhabitants of the towns 
can, during part of next year, as well as in the end 


of the preſent, be by no other means preſerved from 


famine than by external reſource, moſtly from your 
overnment. 

We owe to the ſituation in which you are placed 
reſpecting this ſettlement—we owe to the exertions 
which you have made to extricate it from its difh- 
culties——to lay before you its preſent ſtate, from 
which. you may judge of the fatal conſequences 


which may attend the continuance of the war in 


the Carnatic, if the enemy ſhould not ſoon be 
driven from it by our army, or be otherwiſe induced 


to retreat from it. That very army, by the vaſt 
load of expence, and additional conſumption of pro- 


viſions, ir muſt neceffarily occafion, muſt haſten 
the miſery of the ſettlement. Unleſs thereſore our 
troops ſhall, in their preſent attempt, ſucceed, at 
leaſt in procuring food and money for their own 
ſubſiſtence, we ſhall be compelled to divide them 
into cantonments happy if we could * 
| | tne 
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* the whole, or part of them, to ſome national ob- 
ject that might compenſate for paſt diſappoint» 
ment. ö 
We have the honour to be, 
« Honourable Sir, and Sirs, 
d ©, our moſt obedient humble ſervants, 
[ Signed) MACARTNEx, 

ANTH. SADLEIR, 
| | WX. WILLIAMS.“ 

Fort St. George, 
* 20th September 1781.“ 


Then an Extra& from the Supplement to the Second 
Report from the Select Committee, appointed to | 
take into Conſideration the State of the Adminiſ- | 
tration of Juſtice in the Provinces of Bengal, Ba- 
har, and Oriſſa *, was read, as follows. 


© Tt appears to your committee, that if the conduct | 
of Mr. Haſtings towards Cheyt Sing, has been ſuch | 
as to merit the approbation of this houſe, the two 
members of the Supreme Council, Mr. Wheler 
and Mr. Macpherſon, are entitled to their ſhare of 
that approbation, by the unreſerved manner in 
which they have juſtified his acts. If, on the other 
hand, the Houſe ſhall be of opinion, that the pro- 
« ceedings againſt Cheyt Sing were unjuſt, 2 
and contrary. to public faith, thoſe members of the 
. ©. Council who approved thoſe proceedings are impli- 
« cated in the criminality.” 
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Then an Extract of the Minute of the Board, enter- 
ed in the Conſultations of 14th January 1782 f, 
was read, as follows: | | 


On the ſubject of the Treaty concluded on the 
© 18th of September laſt, between the Governor Ge- | 
* neral and the Nabob Vizier, and which the diffi- 
*.culties of the communication prevented the Gover- 
nor General from explaining ſo fully before; the 
Board have to obſerve, that the Treaty is evidently 

2 a political expedient, which forfeits no advantage, | 
* which promiſes the acquifition of many, and which, 
* properly managed by this government, (as events 
= . 2g or even unfavourable, ariſe,) may lead 


* Read from page 23 of the ſaid paper, 20163 B81, 
+ Read from Appendix, No. 13, to the Supplement to the 
ſecond Report from the ſaid Select Committee, 


© to 
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| © to, the final and complete atrangemegt of an alli- 


= 6-6 BD Ga <4 a @ t @ 


* 


* ance with the Vizier. Such an alliance, being lefs 
«* oppreffive to him, may be more advantageous and 
< honourable to the Company, and may remove. that 
tod general but dangerous impreſſion, which the 
different States of this country. haye received from 
the double character in which we haye hitherto ap- 
red in India—that of allies and conquerors. 
© If the Nabob Vizier ſhould not be able, under 
the ſupport of the troops of this government ſta- 
tioned at Cawnpore, to maintain the tranquillity of 
his dominions, and colle& thoſe reſources which 
are neceſſary to defray even his reduced expences, 
and diſcharge his heavy debt to the Company, a 
new arrangement muſt follow; and that arrange- 
ment neceſſarily, at the expreſs requeſt of the Vi- 
Zicr, will ſecure every advantage that can be wiſhed 
or expected from his provinces by this government. 
The reduction of that heavy burthen of expence, 
which was at once oppreſſive to the Vizier, and of 
no return to the Company, (though a ſource of 
patronage to this adminiſtration,) the Board ap- 
prove of moſt heartily, and, wit a full ſenſe of 
the credit which a meaſure of ſuch difficulty and 
unpleaſantneſs reflects upon the Governor General, 
they take this occaſion of pledging to him and to 
their employers their utmoſt ſupport, not only in 
this, but in every other branch of public œconomi- 
cal reformation which he wy om 
© Upon the return of the Governor General, the 
Board reſolve to diſcuſs with him thoſe parts of the 
Treaty which carry the appearance of a haſty agree- 
ment. The diſaffection of many of the Vizier's 
principal Jagheerdars, and the ſteps which, from 
the repreſentations of Colonel Hannay, and other 
officers, appear to have been rapidly taken by the 
Begums, to ſupport the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, 
were probably very early known to the Governor 
General, and through the medium of all the ſuſpi- 
cions that his ſituation, at the time he met the Vi- 
zier, had naturally created: * m 
»At ſuch a moment, and under ſuch ſuſpicions, 
and even while the iſſue of the "conteſt of Cheyt 
Sing was depending, it is not ſurprizing that ſome 
parts of the agreement between the Governor Ge- 
neral'and the Vizier were ſpeedily adjuſted, and, as 
© the Governor acknowledges, in converſation at their 
6 nirſt interview. © MSTOSESE) YE 30 ATT W.* 5 
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AA ſhort time will fatisfy the Board, whether the 
Vier is willing or able to fulfil his part of the 
«© Treaty: If he is thay, and the Company can re- 
cover their debt from him in the preſent emergency 
« and diſtreſs of their affairs, the Board cannot then 
but agree, that the Governor General has acted in 
© the arrangement not only with zeal, and the beſt 
public intentions, but with a maſterly deciſion, that 
* muſt entitle him to the grateful and complete ap- 
« probation of his employers. 

« It remains with the Board to concert with the 
* Governor General, upon his return, thoſe meaſures 
that may ſecure this government from any future 
« inconveniences or diſtreſs, that can be ſuppoſed con- 
© netted with the confidence repoſed in the Vizier, 
for the adminiſtration of the ins of his revenue 
© and military eſtabliſhments, | 


The Governor General delivers in the following 
Minute, in conſequence of that of the Board, en- 
. tered on the proceedings of the 14th ultimo. 


© The Governor General acknowledges his obliga- 
tions to the Board for this repeated inſtance of the 
liberal manner in which they have been pleaſed to 
© record their judgment on his conduct. Had it 
© been expreſſed in the fimple terms of official appro- 
dation, he ſhould have been pleaſed, and ſatisfied 

that it had received fo reſpectable a ſanction; but 
by tracing the ſources of it in the motives which he 
© has avowed, by their examination of thoſe motives, 
« with their relative facts and circumſtances, and by 
© the doubts which they have anticipated and ſolved, 
on the propricty of ſuch parts of his conduct as 
might moſt obviouſly ſuggeſt them, they have juſti- 
© fied their own approval, and entitled him to expect 
the ſame favourable ſentiments in their common 
© ſaperiors. _ . 

Nor is he leſs pleaſed with the reſerve with which 
the Board have declared their ſatisfaction in the 
arrangement concluded by him with the Nabob 
* Vizier, becauſe he thinks it will be received as an 
* evidence of the deliberation and ſincerity of their 
former approval. —He is willing to ſubmit the pro- 
1 priety e meaſure to the teſt of its ſucceſs —— 
6 Reſident has already informed the Board, that 


3 - — * 


8 


— oa 
0 E a" 
— — — 


"14 


_— 


At aan 
6 4-<h -OE Hand. HOLA 


** 


— 


DAVID ANDERSON. 


claimed by his ſon, the amount of the bond grant- 
ed. b fg 2 — for the balance of the 2758. 
« which, ends in September 1780 of our ra, and 
< was in the actual recepit of as much as would diſ- 
charge the balance of the laſt year, that is of the 
year 1779.—— The fuſt of theſe | balances is 
< 32:00, 02S: 11. 3 the laſt 12,09, 876. 9. 8. The 
ſum of both is, Rupees 44,78, 490. 4. 8. Oude 
Siccas. The Reſident ſeems to have underſtood 
this to be the whole of the Nabob's debt. There 
is a further balance of 26 lacks, which appears to 
have been by ſome means overlooked, or withheld 
from Mr. Middleton on the transfer of his office 
< from Mr. Purling; a rectified account, drawn to 
the lateſt period, has been tranſmitted to Mr. Mid- 
dleton by the Accountant General, which, it is 
©'# hoped, will arrive in time to prevent his ſtepping at 
the receipt of the ſuppoſed balance; and at all 
events, the profits of the reſumed Jagheers ought 
< to yield a fund, more than ſufficient both for the 
complete liquidation of what may remain of the 
* Nabob's preſent debt, and to make up the deficiency 
of the aſſignments granted on his revenue for the 
current year within the courſe of it. | 
The Genen General expects this ſervice from 
* the Reſident, and relies upon his fidelity for the 
performance of it. But in the ſuppoſicion of the 
poſſibility of a diſappointment, he again offers his 
© perſonal ſervices to proceed to Lucknow, on the 
* firſt ſymptom of ſuch a failure; and, with the con- 
© fidence which he feels in his own influence, aided 
by the powerful ſupport of the Board, he will ven- 
© ture to promiſe that he will not return with their 
object unaccompliſked. | | 
le hopes and believes that there will be no neceſ- 
* ſity for this extremity ; but adds it as a ground for 
the aſſurance which he ventures to propoſe, and 
© withes the Board to give to the Honourable Court 
Jof Directors, in the advices to them, now. under 
© diſpatch, that there is the faireſt proſpect, amount- 


ing as near to a certainty as can be affirmed of an 
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event yet in expectation, that the debt due from the 
Nabob Vizier to the Company, and even that of 
the Rohilla donation, will be compleatly paid off in 
the courſe of the preſent year, and a ſupply added 
to our ordinary teſouces, which will fully anſwer 
all our own wants for that period; and enable us to 
© contribute ſtill further, and we hope effect ual, aids, 
© to thoſe of the Carnatic.” | 


Then 
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3 Then ſeveral 'Extrafts of a Letter from the Governor 

N __ General and Cobncil, in their Secret Department, 
| to the Court of DiteQors, ney 11th ee 
b 1 1782, were read, as follows: en 171 28 


'©'2d. We determined at the ſame: time to Aiſpatch 
the Nancy, Captain Hiffernan, with theſe reports, 
as ſoon as they could be prepared ; and we have 
now the pleaſure to tranſmit them to you, ſeparate 
nume in this packet. 
zd. The above papers contain ſach a full account 
of all the tranſactions of the Governor General up- 
on this ſervice, together with his motives and rea- 
ſonings upon them, that we think it would be ſu- 
perfluous to add any thing of our own in this place, 
but to recommend them to your attentive peruſal, 
with our minutes which are annexed. 
© 4th. By theſe it will appear, that the treachery 
and intrigues of Cheyt Sing, ſupported by the 
diſaffection and reſtleſs diſpofition of the Bhow Be- 
gum, mother of the Nabob of Owde, at F yzabad, 
produced inſurrections in that country, which till 
lately we were unapprized of, on account of the 
communication between that Place and Benares be- 
ing wholly cut off, 

5. At the ſame time that the firſt information of 
theſe diſturbances reached us, we were happy to 
hear that they had been quelled by the accounts 
received there of the ſucceſsful efforts of our troops 
in Benares, and the march of two regiments from 
-Cawnpore to the relief of Colonel Hannay ; whoſe. 
Sepoys gave evident proofs, by their deſertion, that 
they had 'been tampered with, and he, with moſt 
of his officers, were in great danger of their lives; a 
detachment under Lieutenant Gordon having been 
actually attacked and cut off, and the reſt of the 
corps being ſurrounded by the rabble, levied under 
* ſanQion of the Begum, avowedly for the ſervice of 
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6. The circumſtance of the hevies; is er cor- 

8 roborated by various reports from Fyzabad, and 
by the liſt of Cheyt Sing's forces, delivered to the 
Governor > <a FF Chunar, in which the troops 

'- © ſaid to be come from Lucknow, which formed a 
i part of his ſtrength, muſt evidently» be the ſame, 
« ({ince they agree in number,) with thoſe which Co- 


11 51 ck lonel -Hannay declares: to erin been pn and ſent 


to him from Fyzabad. Ot HHP din 
261862 vi{3 3 dots * 7. The 
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7. The juſt grounds of ſuſpicion which had been 
© giyen to the Nabob by the Begum, and other prin- 
< cipal Jaghyrdars in his country, by the ſymptoms 
of diſaffection, and even -treachery, diſplayed in 
their conduct, made it an object of ſerious conſide- 
© ration with him, to take the firſt opportunity which 
£ ſhould offer, conſiſtent with juſtice, to diſpoſſeſs 
them of the means of becoming injurious to his 
authority; and, the neceſſities of his government 
© requiring extraordinary aid, he reſolved to take this 
« occaſion of depriving them of thoſe extenſive Jaghires 
* which enabled them to become troubleſome, by the 
© revenues which they yielded, and the number of 
« dependants neceſſarily retained for their collection 
© and defence, and to reſume the lands, allowing pen- 
« fions to the Jaghyrdars in lieu of the revenues. 

© 8. As the Reſident at Lucknow had been made 
© guarantee to an agreement formerly executed be- 

* tween the Nabob and the Begum, in which he had 
engaged, for a ſpecific ſum of money, to deſiſt 
from all further claims upon her, it was neceſſary 


for him to acquire the ſanction of this government 


© to his intentions, before he could carry them into 
execution; which the infidelity of the Ve gave 
« but too much reaſon to grant.— Vou will find this 
© meaſure provided for in the new Treaty, concluded 
* with the Nabob by the Governor General at Chu- 


+ nar, on the 19th of September laſt. 


© 9, On the firſt attempt made by the Nabob to 
carry this plan into execution againſt the Begum, 
* ſhe determined to reſiſt his authority, and raiſed a 
revolt by the means of her eunuchs, Jewar Ally 
« Cawn, and Bahar Ally Cawn, who had collected 
© a force of about 5000 men, in order to ſet the Na- 
© bob at defiance.— Notice of this ſecond inſurrection 
* having been tranſmitted by the Refident, without 
«* loſs of time, to the Governor General at Benares, 
he immediately ordered a large detachment to 
march from Cawnpore, and the Nabob reſolved to 
go in perſon to Fyzabad ; on his arrival there, by 
* the aſſiſtance of our troops, he took poſſeſſion of the 
« Kella;z and the cunuchs, ſeeing it would be in 
* vain to make a ſtand when ſuperior forces were ex- 
Qed, ſurrendered themſelves priſoners to the Na- 
Goh: and their followers diſperſcd. whey 
* 10. In order to puniſh the Begum for this daring 
ill conduct, and to put it out of het power-to ap- 


5 
C 


© ply the treaſures which ſhe had amaſſed. to the pur- 


6 poſe of raifing further commotions in his country, 
| © the 


1 


DAVID ANDERSON. 13 


the Nabob refolyed to ſeize her wealth, which by 


the Mabomedan laws he was entitled to, as an in- 


k 
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1:24 cheritance/from his father; who, in the latter years 
of his life; had committed his treaſury wholly to 
her charge, and it had remained with her after his 


+ death.— This wealth, whatever it might be, he de- 
6 termined to apply to the payment of his debt to the 
Company; and we have received information from 


© the Reſident who attended him to Fyzabad, that he 


© had actually paid him the ſum of 55 lacks of Ru- 
* pees in ready money, and by draft on Bahar and 
« Jewar Ally Cawn, which would ſoon be realized.“ 


* 13. The uncertainty of Madajee Sindia's conduct 
© before Mr. Anderſon's arrival with him, from the 
* falſe rumours which had been ſpread of Cheyt 
Sing's reception there, the neceſſity of eſtabliſhing 
* the authority of the new Rajah in the Zemindary of 
Benares, of proving the capacity of the perſon who 
had been appointed to take charge of it in quality 
of his Dewan, and diſpoſing the military forces 
which would be neceſſary for the protection of the 
country, together with the objects comprized in the 
late Treaty with the Nabob of Oude, combined to 
engroſs the attention of the Governor General, and 
to detain him longer at Chunar than he intended ; 
but theſe points being at length happily placed in 
ſuch a train of execution as to diſpenſe with any 
further neceſſity for the Governor General's im- 
mediate preſence there, we have the pleaſure to 
acquaint you, that he ſet out for the Preſidency, 


and being returned, has this day reſumed his ſear 
at the Board, | 


Then a Letter from the Nabob of Furruckabad, received 


11th May 1786, and a Letter to the ſaid Nabob, 
written 7th September 1786 *, were read, as follows. 


From the Nawab of F arruckabad Received 11th 
May 1786.—Co, Corr. Noiaz-:sitihs: 


As I haye taken ſhelter from every kind of cruel 


1 difficulty under the ſhadow of the Company's pro- 


* tection, and have reſted my good and bad, and my 


Read from a Paper, intituled, & Copies, of Perſian Cor- 
«© reſpondence between the Nabob of Furruckabad and the 
Governor General of Bengal, ſince 1 Jan. 1586, &c,” 


« intereſts 
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intereſts and advantage upon your Excellency, who 
is the chief of the noble gentlemen . of the Com- 
© pany, and is extolled through the world, and praiſ- 
ed in the univerſe for protection and ſupport of 
your word; I there fore write to your preſence part 
of my ſituation: that When Mr. John Willes was 
defirous of going to Calcutta, he ſaid to me that he 
was going to Calcutta, in obedience to a ſummons 
from you; that he was well acquainted with the 
particulars of my diſtreſſes; that on account of the 
{mall collections from the country, I had not the 
reſources to pay ſo much money and Nuzeranna, 
and to ſupport myſelf alſo; that if I would give in 
writing, for the Governor General, ' my fituation, 
he, that is to ſay, Mr. Willes, would fully make 
known the particulars. of this place at the preſence 
of the Governor General ; and certainly ſome kind 
of reſource and removal of my diſtreſſes would come 
to effect from the preſence of the Governor General. 
— My protector, I who have no aſylum nor protec- 
tor, except the Almighty and the Engliſh Com- 
pany, and know every one of the Engliſh gentle- 
men to be my ſupporter, from this confideration 
having ſent with Mr. Willes, to your preſence, a 
letter containing the particulars of my diſtreſſes, I 
was in hopes that certainly my relief and eaſe 
would be effected from your preſence. When that 
gentleman arrived here on his return from Calcutta, 
and gave to me your kind letter, full of the greateſt 
favours, to this purport; that the particulars of my 
diſtreſſes had fully come to your knowledge ; that 
accordingly ſome plans which you had reſolved up- 
on, for the removal of the impoveriſhment of the 
country, and for the ſupport of my honour and 
credit, you had given in charge to Mr. Willes, 
and bad ſent him back to the office, which he holds 
here with me; that I ſhould be pleaſed and ſatisfied 
with the information and execution of the plans 
which you had reſolved upon, and frem which you 
expected great advantages; that, conſidering the ad- 
vice which that gentleman ſhould: give to me to be 
your own advice, I fliould a& in conformity there- 
to; and that you would employ ſoch plans and 
exertions, without number, for my advantage and 
eaſe, and the removal of my diſtreſſes, that in the 
whole world it would be known that you had per- 
formed all theſe ſervices for me the greateſt plea- 
© ſure' came into my heart from tlie kind contents of 
it; and when, conformably to the contents of your 
letter, 
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letter, I enquired the cireumſlances from that gen- 

g tleman, be, without mentioning one word of them, 
.. --* entered-into. authority over the affairs of the country 
and money, and made the ruler over the affairs of 
© my houſe a man named Roy Deebchund, who, on 
account of his great age and bodily infirmities, 
b bas of himſelf no ſenſe nor underſtanding, but 
from a long time has been the intimate friend of 

that gentleman's miniſters; and he removed ſome 
of my companions, who had never been ſeparated. 
From a regard to obedience, and to giving fatisfac- 
tion to you, I in no way varied from that gentle- 
man's directions; and he alſo, with peremptory 
i tunities, ſent people and demanded, for him- 
ſelf, ſome pieces of cannon which were with me: 
Although T anſwered that the things which were 
wanted he ſhould ſend for at the time, and that 
they ſhould at that time be ſent with my own 
le who are appointed to that charge, yet he 
would not in the leaſt attend to it, but fixed them 
in the poſſeſſion of his own people; and a perſon 
named Simhell Doſs, who was indebted a large 
ſum on account of - balances to me, and had agreed 
to pay ſixty thouſand rupees of theſe balances, this 
man he would not at that time permit to be re- 
leaſed, and ſoon after, without my conſent, he ap- 
inted him to the affairs of the Pergunnahs, and 
did not receive one daum of that money, What 
you wrote in your kind letter, conſiſtently with fa- 
vout and protection of dependants, on the ſubject 
of the ſervice of my cavalry for the Nawaub Vizier, 
I enquired the particulars thereof from that gentle- 
man, but he gave me no information. When I 
ſaw that Mr. Willes, from the advice and repre- 
ſentations of wicked perſons, who with to ruin my 
houſe, was injuring and deſtroying all my concerns, 
in oppoſition to the purport of your kind letter 
which had arrived on the ſubje& of caſe and relief 
to me, I from the firſt ſaid to that gentleman, that 
if he were deſirous to take the Nuzeranna, he ſhould 
commit to me the direction and management of the 
country, and ſhould receive the money of the 
Nuzeranna from me, and ſhould give me informa- 
tion of what might be the orders of the Governor 
General about my ſupport and the protection of 
my hondour, that conformably theme! might act; 
; © or if not, that he ſhould tell me ſo, that I might 
urite my ſituation to the preſence of the Governor 
„% 231199:165 2111-07 vidernt toy. nile * General ; 
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General; but to this time that gentleman has de- 
* layed this bufineſs for to-day and to-morrow ; ac- 
* cordingly, my ſervants and attendants, and rela- 
tions, and dependants, are in diſtreſſes of every 
kind; and keep me, by their demands and impor- 
* tunities, in ſuch a whirlpool of anxiety and diffi- 
* culty, that my life is come into ſtreights; and al- 
though I make known to that gentleman my ſitua- 
* tion, yet the wicked men who are employed in all 


his affairs do not bring his mind to any other object 


except the injury of my affairs, and the deſtruction 
* of my government. Accordingly, when that gen- 
* tleman went for the ſettlement of the Mahals, I 
being without remedy, ſaid to him that he was 
© hiring new men for the ſettlement of the country, 
© but that he ſhould take with him my people, who 
© were in fact ſervants of the Engliſh Company, and 
* ſhould trantact every buſineſs and concern through 
© them, and fave their lives, by giving them their 
* neceſſary ſuſtenance, that I might find releaſe from 
© their importunities, and thoſe who have long been 
my companions might have food. At that time 
8 Mr. Willis agreed to this bufineſs; but when I 
« ſent the people to him, he faid to them, that if they 
* would quit my ſervice, and accept of his fervice, 
* they might remain; but if not, they might ariſe 
and depart,— The ſaid people being without remedy, 
* aroſe and came away. And beſides, he has begun 
* ſuch violence in the town, that hundreds of houſes 
* of the inhabitants of the town, and ſome houſes of 
my dependants, where they reſided from the time 
* of their fathers and grandfathers, he has pulled 
down and deſtroyed, and turned out the people; 
© and even to a perſon named Zehoor Ulla, a Seyed, 
* having given thirty Rupees, and to a perſon named 
Mahomed Nejabut, an houſhold flave of my own, 
having given a few Rupees, and having treated 
them with anger, he made them write, and took 
from, a declaiation of ſatisfaction; and having by 
anger and coaxing got to himſelf the Caazee of 
the town, and having fixed for the Caazee one 
Rupee in each village from the Pergunnahs, he af- 
fixes and takes the ſeal of the Caazee to every paper 
which he chuſes; and of the Ghauts for the duties 
of Furruckabad, which had been' given up, he, 
without my conſent, retained with himſelf two 
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hundred Peons from the receipts of the duties. 


* Accordingly the ſaid Peons commit ſuch violences 
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in the whole town, that the people are killed with- 
out fault; and theſe particulars of the oppreſſion 
and tyranny of that gentleman's miniſters, which 
have been repreſented to the preſence, will certainly 
have been alſo learnt by your Excellency from the 
News- papers. Accordingly, my dependants and 
followers, and the inhabitants of the town, to whom 
my anceſtors attended even more than to their own 
children, diſtreſs and afflict me at all times, by 
making known the particulars of freſh violence ; 
and I, who am in every way dependant on the hem 
of the garment of the Company, and of you, the 
ſupporter of juſtice, to whom elſe can I open the 
repreſentation of my ſituation, except to you? and 
it is known to God, who knows all ſecrets, that, 
from theſe misfortunes of grief and mourning, and 
diſtreſſes of all kinds, ſuch as never were before, 
ſuch ſickneſs has come upon me, that my life's deſ- 
tiny is to begin again. Although I conſider it im- 
proper to write at all times accuſations and com- 

aints againſt the Engliſh gentlemen, from whom 

know to exiſt the ſtrength and cultivation of my 
government, yet, as I did not ſee in myſelf any 
kind of ability to bear, I have, whether I would or 
not, repreſented the particulars of my fituation.— 
1 hope that, conſiſtently with your favour to de- 
pendants, you will inform me on the ſubje& of my 
exiſtence and cultivation of my government, which, 
in truth, is reputation to the Engliſh Company, and 
to you, in the whole country of Hindoſtan, what 
you have reſolved in your favourable heart ; becauſe 
it is not known how much money will be received 
in the Engliſh Company's Sircar, end how much 
will remain for my exiſtence. —L[f not, let it be or- 


dered, that I, with my family and children, being 


arrived at your prefence, may perſonally repreſent 
my ſituation. At that time, whatever may come 
into your mind on the ſubje& of my exiſtence, con- 
ſidering it to be the law of my life, and my intereſt 
and advantage, I may obtain releaſe from theſe va- 
rious ſtates, full of vexation. And in this period, 
from the time of Mr. Willes's arrival here, three 
letters of favour have been received, and that I 
have delayed in writing the anſwer to them, God 
knows how great affliction and deſpair have come 
into my heart, that perhaps what ſuſpicion might 


find entrance into your mind from my not writing 


letters of allegiance. Accordingly I now make 
T s known 
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© known to your mind of pure virtues, that the ſaid 
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it in delay, if 


gentleman demands of me anſwers to your letters in 


the manner of his own defize, in a ſtyle of ſatisfac- 
tion.—I, from this conſideration, that the faid gen- 
tleman had thrown to the winds my concerns, by 
the advice of bad-diſpoſttioned people, and ſaid no- 
thing on the I of my ſubſiſtence, and keeps 

ſhould write to you a word of 
ſatisfation from myſelf, and ſhould afterwards re- 
preſent my fituation, on account of the heavy diſ- 
treſſes and the ruin of all affairs, which has hap- 
pened, and 1s mh oa: it would not be proper 
and becoming: Therefore, having made known 
to your fayourable judgment my fituation, I hope 
that I may be ſoon exalted and ſet at caſe by an 
anſwer to this letter; otherwife I will go to your 
preſence, from the heavy weight of my diſtreſſes. 
If you ſhould order it, I will write on a ſeparate 
paper, and fend to your preſence, what, to this 
time, the ſaid gentleman has given to me. 


© To the Nawab of Furruckabad, written 7th Septem- 
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ber 1786, —Co. Corr. No. 22. 


I received your letter of complaint againſt Mr. 
Willis, tranſmitted to me through an irregular 
channel, and written, as I have every reaſon to 
believe, at the inftigation of thoſe who wiſh to get 
poſſeſſion of your country,——lI have called upon 
Mr. Willis for an anſwer to the letter which you 
have written againſt him. This anſwer he has ſent, 
and it is fully fatisfaQtory, | 
My friend, I find that all the labours of my pre- 
3 Bo Mr. Haſtings, and of mylelf, to ſettle your 
affairs upon a regular footing, are ineffectual. | 
* I have informed myſelf fully, through other 
channels beſides Mr. Willis, relative to your affairs, 
your own conduct, and the ſituation of the pro- 
vince of Furruckabad ; I am ſorry that you have 
not paid proper attention to Mr. Willis, or his ad- 
vice, nor given the proper ſupport to your Dewan. 
A new Governor General is arrived at Madras; 
he is a nobleman of the higheſt character and 
rank. =I have called upon Mr. Willis to come to 
Calcutta, to give a full account of affairs to the ſaid 
Governor: In the mean time, if you value my ad- 
vice, you will attend to Mr. Willis's direction, and 
. not 
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not alter any regulation which he may have ſettled, 
until his return. 

© 1 fee clearly where the miſmanagement of your 
© affairs will end, and that it will be impoſſibſe to 
© prevent your country and your revenues from fall- 
* 1ng, (in conlequence of the ill advice which you 
* follow,) as a prey to the ſervants of the Nawab 
© Vizier, I have ſthewn to you every friendſhip in 
© my power, but you will not attend to your own in- 
* tereſt or dignity.” 


NATHANIEL MIDDLETON, Eſquire, called in, 


and examined. 


Did you leave Chunar with the Nabob Vizier, in Sep- 
tember 1781 ? 

I did. ; 

Did Hufſeia Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn accom- 
pany you ? 

hey did. | 

Was Mrs. Haſtings at Chunar while the Nabob was 
there ? 

She was not. | 

Did you ſend any ſums, and what ſums of money, from 
Lucknow to Chunar, or Benares, during the troubles in 
thoſe parts ? 

I did from Lucknow—whilſt I was at Chunar a ſum of 
money was ſent. 

To what particular object deſtined ? 

By the order of Mr. Haſtings. 

Had you an acquittance for it from Mr, Haſtings ? 
1 I do not recollect that I had any thing but his order 
Or it. 

Do you know whether it was to be employed for the 
payment of the troops, or in what other way ? 

I underſtood it was for the payment of the troops. 

How much was the ſum *? | 
L recollect at one time there was a lack of Rupees ſent. 
. Are you ſure you ſent, or cauſed to be ſent, no other 

ums? | 

I think I recolle& that bills were ſent for ſome money 
of the late Colonel Goddard's——the ſum I do not re- 
collect. | 

Do you recolle& any bills upon Gopaul Doſs ? 

I really do not know who the bills were upon. 

Did you remit any money to Gopaul Dois ? 


I do not recolle& that I did. | 
| T 2 Did 
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Did Mr. Haſtings inform you of any money borrow 
1 | or received at that time from . undit 1 
| He did not. | 

Did Mr. Haſtings expreſs himſelf at any time to you, 
after the ſupplies you bave mentioned, as under great ap- 

prehenſions for want of money to pay the detachment at 
Benares ? 
I do recolle& Mr. Haſtings having frequently expreſſed 
great apprehenſions from the great difficulties he laboured 
under for. want of money to pay the troops. | 

Was it not at that period Mr. Haſtings -received the 
preſent of ten lacks from the Nabob ? | 

It muſt, I conceive, have been about that time. 

But notwithſtanding Mr. Haſtings complained of want 
of money, and apprehenſion of diſtreſs, ſo communicated 
to you, did he never inform you of this reſource 

e did not. | 

Could Mr. Haſtings have entirely concealed the receipt 
of this ſum, whether in bills or money, from you, who 
was then confidentially engaged with him in making the 
Treaty of Chunar with the Nabob, without conſiderable 
management and care, that the receipt of the ſaid preſent 
ſhould not come to your knowledge ? 

I really cannot ſay what management was uſed—I cer- 
tainly did not know of it. | 

If the prefent was made in money, could it any ways, 
have been lodged in Mr. Haſtings's hands, without your 
knowing of it, unleſs particular precautions had been 
uſed ? | 

I think, had it been lodged in money, 1 ſhould, have 
heard of it. 

Then you conceive the payment muſt have been made 
in bills? 

I think it moſt likely; but ' it is matter of opinion. 

Do you think that a tranſaction relative to ſo great a 

ſum of money by bills between Lucknow and Benares, 
could have taken place without your receiving any infor- 
mation relative to it, either at the time, or upon your re- 
turn to Lucknow? 

I think it very poſſible it might. 

Do you mean to ſay, that from your ſituation as Reſi- 
dent at Lucknow, it was eaſy, or even poſſible, for the 
Vizier, under the circumſtances of diſtreſs in which his 

| aflairs then were, to have transferred fo large a ſum to any 
"of perſon, without your having intelligence of it:? | 
B18 Very pofhble certainly, but not eaſy. _ 
1 Then, if it was a matter of difficulty, there muſt boys 
| ; _ 
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been ſome care and attention uſed to make the conceal- 
ment effeQual ? | | : | 
* Certainly there muſt have been ſome care, 
Did you know whether Behar Ally Cawn was at Chunar 
or Benares whilſt Mr. Haftings was at cither of thoſe 
laces ? 

I never heard that he was, 

Did the Nabob make the offer of the ſecond preſent to 
Mr. Haſtings, of ten lacks of Rupces, in a converſation 
with you, or by letter? * 

Not by letter, certainly.—I am not certain whether ho 
made it verbally himſelf, or through his miniſter, 

Who do you mean by his miniſter ? 

Huſſein Reza Cawn and Hyder Beg Cawn ; they uſed 
both to bring communications from the Nabob to me in- 
diſcriminately. | ; 

Are you then confident that you had no written autho- 
rity from the Nabob to make this offer ? 

I do not think I had. 


Do you think you have any ſuch paper, or copy of ſuch 


aper, now? 
K No— I think I have not. 


Do you doubt whether you have or not? 

I do not remember receiving any letter from the Nabob 
on this ſubje& ; and therefore I cannot ſuppoſe I have any 
ſuch paper. 

Have you any ſuch written authority from either of the 
miniſters before mentioned ? 

J believe I have not. 

Are you ſure that you never had any converſation di- 
rely with the Nabob himſelf upon the ſubject ? 

cannot be poſitive that I did—I conceived his miniſters 
much in the ſame light as himſelf. 

Did you never know any inſtance wherein thoſe mi- 
niſters acted without his authority, or made uſe of his 
name ? | 

I cannot ſay that I know any inſtances. 

Do you not recolle& that Mr. Haſtings charged Hyder 
Beg with repeated inſtances of ſuch a condu ? 

T think I have heard fo; and I am pretty ſure I have 
ſeen it upon record in the papers before this Houſe. 

Who communicated to Mr. Haſtings the pffer of the 
W of one hundred thouſand pounds? 

id. 

Who received Mr. Haſtings's anſwer upon the ſubject, 
and to whom was that communicated ? 

I never received any anſwer to it——nor did I ever hear 


that he had made any reply to it, or taken any notice 


of it, 
Was 
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Was not this about the time when you informed the 
committee, in your former evidence, that you had furſt 
| the misfortune to fall under Mr. Haſtings's diſpleaſure ? 
| It was from Fyzabad ; which, I believe, was about that 
time. | | 
| Do you believe, that if Mr. Haſtings had accepted this 

reſent, the receipt of it could have remained a ſecret, as 
in the caſe of the former preſent? ! 

It is certainly poſſible. 

You have ſaid, that the former preſent could not have 
been concealed without great care and attention being 
paid to that object, what meaſures had you taken for the 
clandeſtine tranſmittance of the ſecond preſent to Cal- 
cutta ? 

[ had taken none. 

How then was it to remain a ſecret ? 

The witneſs aſks, whether the queſtion means the re- 
mittance of it ? 

The fact of it's being received? | 

Had it been received and remitted through me, it cer- 
tainly could not have been a ſecret. 

What meaſures were taken to realize this preſent, or 
wx part of it, at Lucknow: 
of believe nothing further than an aſſignment given 

r it, | 

What ſort of an aſſignment do you mean, and upon 
what fund ? 

Aſſignments upon the revenue of the country. 

Upon what province, and upon what colleQor? 

I do not recolle& it was upon any particular diſtrict 
It was added to the general aſſignments of the Company. 

Are you ſure that this aſſignment was not upon the 
Jaghire of the Begums ? 

retty certain that no part of it was upon thoſe Jaghires. 

Was nothing collected upon this aſſignment ? 

It is difficult to make any ſeparation—It was added to 
the Company's aſſignments, and credit given for the whole 
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| ſum collected. | 
Then an additional ſum of ten lacks was collected in 
"il conſequence of this aſſignment upon ſome diſtrict or 
1 ocker | | | 
f Al The aſſignments were not nearly realized; there was a 
1 great balance upon them. 
171 Was it in part collected? 8 
| Not ſeparately. It was added to the general afhign- 
10ents. | 
| Was not a greater ſum collected in conſequence of this 


preſent, 


4 
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preſent, than would otherwiſe have been collected in that 
jod of receiving the Company's balance? 

1 do not apprehend that a larger ſum was collected, 
though affignments to a. larger amount were made; but 
they fell conſiderably in value. 

Do you mean that the whole ſum fell equally in arrear ? 

The whole aſſignments-fell in arrear. 

Why did you cauſe any meaſures to be taken towards 
collecting money upon this aſſignment, before you was 
apprized whether Mr. Haſtings would or would not accept 
ths preſent ? 

I underſtood that it was the Nabob's deſire that the aſ- 
ſignment ſhould be given; and it was never my intention 
to take any meaſures to urge the payment without Mr. 
Haſtings's authority. 

Had you not reported to Mr, Haſtings, juſt previous to 


your going to Fyzabad, that the Nabob's body guard had 
riſen upon him for want of * 


y ? 

I cannot ſay that I — 33 the circumſtance, though ĩt 
is very poſſible, all the Nabob's troops being very ill paid. 

Do you not recollect to have informed Mr. Haſtings, at 
the ſame period, that the Nabob was in a diſtracted ſtate 
of mind, and had expreſſed his apprehenſions that certain 
bodies of troops which were propoſed to be ſent into his 
dominions by order of Mr. Haſtings, were intended, un- 
der whatever pretence they might come, to be employed 
ultimately in ſecuring his (the Nabob's) perſon ? 

I have a recollection of a letter to that purport. 

Then did you not conceive it to be an extraordina 
circumſtance, that the Nabob, in ſuch a ſtate of his affairs, 
and in ſuch a ſtate of mind with reſpect to Mr. Haſtings, 


ſhould apply to you to requeſt Mr. Haſtings's acceptance of 
a preſent of above 100,000! ? 


I believe the two occurrences were at different periods 
of time. I think, it will be found, that the letter here 
alluded to muſt have been written before the Nabob went 
to Fyzabad. | 

Do you not conceive that the acquiſition of the treaſure 


taken from the Begums enabled the Nabob, whatever were 
his motives to offer this preſent ? 
I conceive it did. 


Do you recolle&t at what time Major Palmer, and Major 
Davy came to Lucknow ? | 


cannot recollect cxatly——1 think it muſt have been 
about May 1782—probably earlier. | 


Was it after meaſures had been taken to collect money 
upon 
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upon the aſſignment given by the Nabob for the ten lacks 


before mentioned? EE NN DS 
I think it muſt have been after the aſſignment had been 
ven. 

| * Were not thoſe gentlemen inſtructed to communicate 

with you upon the matters r. Iative to which they were ſent 

to Lucknow ? | ehr . 1 pen 

I know no more than what I collect from Mr. Haſtings's. 
letter on that occaſion. i 
Did you ever converſe with them upon the ſubje& of 
this ſecond preſent ? 3 

I did not—l left Lucknow a very few days after Major 
Palmer arrived. 2 

Did vou not return again to Lucknow, and then find 
Major Palmer and Major Davy there? 

I found Major Palmer, and not Major Davy. 

Did you then diſcuſs with him this ſubject of the pre- 
ſent, or learn from him in what ſituation the buſineſs then 
ftood ? | 
1 did not, 1 | 
Were you not afterwards employed by the Nabob Vi- 
zier, or his miniſters, to tranſmit letters from the Nabob 
to Mr. Haſtings ? 

] was. TON 3 
Had you not ſometimes a knowledge of the contents and 
purport of thoſe letters? 

In general I had a knowledge of the purport. 

Do you recolle& to have been ſhewn, or to haye been 
informed of the contents of a letter from the Nabob Vi- 
zier, ſtated to have been received by Mr. Haſtings, the 
234 Auguſt 1782, in which are the following paſſages, re- 
htive to this ſecond preſent of ten lacks of Rupees, viz, 
« Major William Palmer and Major Davy have made 
*© known to me your order reſpecting my authority in the 
% country, with great regard and conſideration, and have 
«© made me prateful for your favours. They aſk for a pa- 
« per of requeſts, which I accordingly wrote, and gave to 
« them. They afterwards ſpoke about ten lacks of Ru- 
% pees for the expences of the Sircar of the Company; 
„ next, they ſpoke about four regiments, that I ſhould 
« employ them. Reſpecting theſe two articles, although 
© 1] have no power, being remedileſs, in obedience to 
* your will I wrote a letter to Major Palmer in the man- 
„ner I agreed to it. How ſhall I make known my ſitua- 
c tion? From the time that theſe propoſitions have been 
„ made, ail judgment has left my mind?“ 

I do not recollect ever to have heard of ſuch a letter. 


Did 
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- Did Major Palmer ever communicate to letters to 
2 fimilar purport, and equally expreſſive of the Nabob's 
ſurpriae at the demand for the ten lacks ? | Is 
Never, to my knowledge. | 2 I 
Are you confident, that the firſt communication that 
Was really made to the Nabob himſelf, on the ſubjett of 
this ſuppoſed preſent of ten lacks, was not through Major 


I ſhould conceive not. 

The firſt ſuggeltion of it to the Nabob ? 

I mutt be very much deceived if it was. 1242 

Were not communications and tranſactions carried on 
between Hyder Beg, Major Palmer, and Major Davy, 
concealed at the time from yon, and which you afterwards 
heard with ſurprize? | | 

The committee will be pleaſed to recolleſt, that I was 
abſent from Lucknow. a great part of the time that Major 
Palmer was there; and Major Palmer, duriug that time, 
was, I may ſay, the only channel of communication be- 
tween the Nabob, his Miniſters, and Mr. Haſtings. 
At that time communications were certainly made, to 
— L was a ſtranger, as well as my afhftant, Mr. John- 

One. 

Do you not recolle& to have informed Mr. Haſtings, 
while the journey to Fyzabad was in agitation, that the 
Nabob complained loudly of the treachery of his miniſ- 
ters, and that he had been deceived ? | 

I do recolle& that the Nabob made ſuch complaints; 
and I believe I communicated them to Mr. Haſtings. 

Is it not then poſſible, that the Nabob might have been 
deceived by his miniſters, in the affair of this preſent ? 

It is poſfible, but I think ſcarcely probable. 
| You, however, yourſelf, do not recollect to have had 
any direct converſation with the Nabob upon the ſubject, 
nor to have received any authority from bim ? 

I cannot charge my memory with having had any com- 
munication with the Nabob upon that ſubject, but i think 
it very probable that I hac. 


Then one of the books which had been produced by 
the witneſs to this committee, on the 23d of 
February laſt, intituled, Letters. to the Board, 
from 1777 to 1782,“ being ſhewn to him, 


He was defired to explain to the committee, how tle 
leaves, to the number of twelve, wanting in that book, 
came to be out of it, — from the 12th of May to the 18th 
of June 17817 $4 | 

It appears to be in the other part of the book, miſ- 

Rs - "BS , placed. 
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__ beg leave to add, chat I ſhould not have 
n ſurpriz if thoſe leaves had been miſhng, as I ne- 
ver 9 thoſe books as a correct copy of my cortef- 
pondence they were ſuch as I ha to have hy me. 

Had you not received ſome letters from Major Da N to 
be delivered to the Minifters of the Vizier, Huſſein | Rez# 
Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, of 28th March 1782, 
without any copies or tranflations, for your information ? 

4 cannot ſay 1 recolleQ—but 1 it is very eue 19H 


| The nee en- letter to Major Davy from 
en a copy of which is as follows: ; 


e To M. W. Davy, private rerſaan Wnupeche,! 


reds Cl 
. I have been favoured with yours of the 28th ul- 
timo, incloſing letters from the Honourable the 
+ Governor General, to his Excellency the Vizier, 
* Huſſein Reza Cawn, and Hyder Beg Cawn, which 
* were immediately delivered i obedience to his or- 
ders — Permit me, Sir, to inform you, that the Go- 
© yernor General, when he has had occafton to ad- 
dteſs the Vizier on ſubjects of buſineſs, 'eſpecially 
* when I have been the channel of conveying the 
letters, bas uſually done me the honour to accom- 
* pany them either with copies or tranſlations for my 
information, which having been of late omitted, I 
impute to its having eſcaped his memory to men- 
tion it to you at the time of your appointment to 
your preſent office. 
* I ſhall eſteem myſelf obliged if you will do me 
the favour to notice this obſervation to the Go- 
+ yernor General, and receive his command upon 1. 
+ I have 1 ry to be, 
Sir, 
Four moſt obedient. 
| Humble ſervant, 
Lucknow, . * NATH. MIDDLETON.” 
«22th i va TH | 0 


Do you recollect chat leiter ? 
I 42 perfectly. | 
What anſwer did you receive to that letter ? 


Major Davy anſwered, 1 believe, that he would far the 
future d me copies. 2 
"bY 


9 
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* Did 
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Dor pon enter tharanſwer of Major Darin your copy - 5 


book? 2+ 


435 probable J aid bar I cannot poſitively fy that 1 
did TT 


»Wherhber you hav — to think any more letter 


went to the Vizier, without having the copies or tranſs 


: lations communicated to you ? 
Aſter that 1 believe not. None through me, 


Whether Hoolas Roy, an agent of yours, was not ſent *. 


down to Chunat to be ſworn before Sir Elijah Impey, re- 
lative to the charge againſt the Begums ? 


Hoolas Roy was the agent on the part of the Reſident 


at Fyzabad, and he was ordered to attend at Chunar. 


Have you heard why his affidavit did, not appear among 


the reſt ? 
I never did hear, —I do not think I ever heard that he 
was examined at Chunar.—At leaſt I do not recolle&t. 
„ And then the witneſs was directed to withdraw. 


Mr. WILLIAM WRIGHT, Auditor of Indian Ac- 
„ pi" counts, called in, and examined, 


And a an ant intituled, No. 2, Duplicate Cop . 
the particulars of the preſents taken from tlie 
* bob Vizier and his miniſters, and from — 
Delol, carried to the Honourable Company's cre- 
edit to the account of the receipts and diſburſements 
of the Governor General, during his abſence from 
* the Preſidency, on a viſit to the Northern Pro- 
* vinccs, and included in Mr. Haſtings's account of 
* 22d May 1782, inſerted in copy of a letter from 
W. Larkins, Eſquire, Accountant General in Ben- 


4 gal, to the Chairman of the Eaſt India Company, 


* * dated gth Auguſt . No. 6,” "Pool ſhewn to 
the witneſs, 


He was aſked ; 


Is that an account of payments: made by caſh or bills, 
or both ? 


From the title I apprehend both—1 cannot ſpeak from 
„ the account itſelf—I - quan; it muſt be both of caſh and 


bills, from the ſum of 10, 30, 275 Rupees, which I recol- 


lect to be the ſum entered on the general books of 1 784-2, 

x as received from Mr. Haſtings. 

Do you underſtand that that is a memorandum of the 
© money received by. Mr. Haſtings at Chunar f. 
 Landerftand it fo. 

And you underſtand from the accounts, that the pay⸗ 
ment made was partly in caſh and partly in bills? 

4 do —The journal 18 here, and will en it. 


Then 


* 


_ 
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a 1 Factivered ig * nen 
. theſe ten lacks were paid into t 5 


4. | 
44% ury, or brought to account for various exp expenlitures * 
It is brought to account under the head of charges Dur- ve 


* tne 4 in the journal—to which head Mr. ae 1 
oF 


MN debtor for that ſum. 
Whether the journals and ledgers of that period- has: * 
been regula * tranſmitted as they were in former times ? K 
1 cannot Marge my memory with the circumſtance * 
"ae is an account before the houſe of the times at which R 
the journals and ledgers for ſome years have been received 
in England. . 
| ” Whether Mr. Haſtings las at anz time tranſmitted 3 
oduced to the Cap urt of Directors any voucher N rove © 
[: receipt of two lacks of Rupees upon band ene- 
Pundit, or any vouchers for the 2 of thas debt ? ” 
There is an entry to that effect on the journal of the 
"your 1781, but no further vouchers, as I have ſeen. 
Does that — "<p to any ee * * 
I do not recolle immediate! — but the journal entry is 
before the houſe. f wr * 
Whether the ſeveral payments ſaid to be mage to the 1 re- 
—  zimental paymaſters, on account of Mr. Haſtings, are all 
| * ” 4 them Aead. ſo as to aſcertain the time of the payment ? 
| No, they are not. 
5 „ Do you recolle& whether the, other artigles of Darhgr 
: 222 are dated? * 
I believe not all, as to the expenditure, under chat head. 
Whether the Durbar charges of, Mr. Haſtings, when he 
went up to r 1784, are dated? ©, 
4 1 think from tecollection that they ave.*  _ _ 
| From what funds did Mr. Haſtings receive the five * 
of are which he expended 1 in his journey to Lucknow 
in 1784 ' 26 
He received ſome from the Calcutta treaſury ſome f 
the Accountant at Lucknow, and ſome from the Reſident 
at Benares ; a particular account of the receipt and ex peng 
diture of that money is before the houſe. 8 
Whether the article of the Durbar charges of the money 
id to the detachment attending My. Haſtings, ineludes 
Ea e 1 pay of that detachment, or is a eee 
1 cha ar N 
5 * 1 40 not think there f is any ſuch entry under that pate 
cular bead of Durbar charges. # 
And then * witneſs was directed to ane 1 
| T | 8 1 "= 
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